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US military’s oldest joint task force serves ever-evolving 
role amid disasters and turmoil in Central America 


By Wyatt W. Olson 


Stars and Stripes 



SOTO CANO AIR BASE, Honduras 
or the frequently rotating cadre of U.S. 
soldiers and airmen with Joint Task Force- 
Bravo in Honduras, success can be a tricky 
thing to measure. 


SEE TOIL ON PAGE 3 


People here have a deep-seated memory 
of the good things they’ve experienced from 
the United States and JTF-Bravo specifically. ’ 

Lt. Col. Patrick Blankenship 

Joint Task Force-Bravo commander 


Above: Members of the Army’s 7th Special Forces Group practice helocasting from a Black Hawk helicopter 
with Salvadoran Special Forces soldiers at Lake llopango, El Salvador, last month. 

Destinee SwEENEY/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Air Force 
fitness test 
aims for 
neutrality 

By Jennifer H. Svan 

Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — The Air Force is exploring 
a fitness assessment that would 
plug in a value for an airman’s 
1.5-mile run time into an equa¬ 
tion that would include waist and 
height measurements. 

The result: a fitness-fat¬ 
ness index that could be gender 
neutral. 

Last month, Neal Baumgart¬ 
ner, chief 
of the Air 
Force Exer¬ 
cise Science 
Unit, briefed 
the Defense 
Advisory 
Committee 
on Women 
in the Ser¬ 
vice about 
the idea, 
which would Baumgartner 
measure 

airmen’s aerobic fitness against 
their body composition. 

Nothing, however, is official, 
and the concept is still in the re¬ 
search stage, Baumgartner said 
in a follow-up interview with 
Stars and Stripes. 

“We care most about consistent, 
positive fitness behavior, consis¬ 
tent physical activity,” he said. 
“That’s what we’re driving to¬ 
wards. The test is very important, 
but training is more important.” 

Breaking down the potential 
new formula, Baumgartner said 
an airman’s run time would yield 
a number representing V02 max, 
or maximal oxygen uptake. That 
figure would be divided by his 
or her waist-to-height ratio for a 
total fitness score. 

“When I put all those together 
in the equation — now I’m look¬ 
ing at maybe gender neutrality,” 
he said. 

It’s not known yet how strength 
would be assessed along¬ 
side that formula, Baumgart¬ 
ner said. “We’re trying to 



SEE FACTOR ON PAGE 4 
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S. Korea ratifies cost-sharing accord with US 



Alon HuMPHREY/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


South Korea’s parliament agreed 
Friday to pay a higher share of 
the cost to keep U.S. troops 
there, like Sgt. James Balestrini, 
shown here on a firing range in 
South Korea on Jan. 25. 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
South Korean parliament over¬ 
whelmingly voted to ratify a $915 
million military cost-sharing deal 
with the United States on Friday, 
clearing the final hurdle more 
than three months after the pre¬ 
vious pact expired. 

The so-called Special Measures 
Agreement calls for an 8.2% in¬ 
crease in the amount South Korea 
pays to offset the expense of sta¬ 
tioning some 28,500 U.S. troops 
on the divided peninsula. The 
agreement was to retroactively 
take effect from Jan. 1 and will 
remain in force until Dec. 31. 

The new contract will last only 
one year as part of a compromise 


reached last month after the long¬ 
time allies failed to meet a Dec. 
31 deadline when the previous, 
five-year version expired. 

Talks stalled over U.S. demands 
that Seoul pay significantly more 
for its own defense. President 
Donald Trump’s administration 
reportedly insisted that South 
Korea and other allies pay the full 
cost of hosting American troops 
plus a 50% bonus. 

The demand almost derailed 
talks with the South when Trump 
overruled his negotiators with a 
note to national security adviser 
John Bolton saying, “We want 
cost plus 50,” Bloomberg report¬ 
ed last month. 

The new agreement, which was 
signed by both sides, calls for 
South Korea to pay 1.04 trillion 


won ($915 million) this year, up 
from 960 billion won ($844 mil¬ 
lion) last year. 

South Korea’s National Assem¬ 
bly approved the measure 139 to 
33, with 22 abstaining on Friday. 
The U.S. does not require con¬ 
gressional approval. 

Seoul and Washington notified 
each other that requisite domestic 
procedures had been completed, 
according to the South Korean 
Foreign Ministry. 

“This move is expected to 
provide conditions for the stable 
stationing of American troops 
here and to greatly contribute to 
strengthening the alliance and 
building trust between the two 
countries,” it said in a statement. 

The reported “cost-plus-50” 
dispute had threatened to under¬ 


mine the U.S.-South Korean alli¬ 
ance at a critical time as they seek 
to show solidarity amid diplomat¬ 
ic efforts to persuade the North to 
give up its nuclear weapons. 

South Korea has hosted U.S. 
troops since the two countries 
joined forces against the commu¬ 
nist-backed North in the 1950-53 
war, which ended in an armistice 
instead of a peace treaty. 

Trump has complained that 
maintaining troops in South 
Korea is too expensive and said 
in the past that he would like to 
bring them home. But he insists 
that troop numbers are not part 
of the equation in nuclear talks 
with the North. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Yoo Kyong 
Chang contributed to this report. 
gamel.kim@stripes.com 


US military sends Black Hawks to help South Korea battle fire 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
U.S. military sent Black Hawks 
equipped with water buckets 
to help South Koreans fight a 
massive forest fire that forced 
thousands to flee their homes 
northeast of Seoul. 

The assistance came as South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in 
made a surprise visit to the city 
of Goseong, which has served as 
a base for firefighters and troops 
working to extinguish the blaze. 

The fire started Thursday and 
spread quickly with the help of 
strong winds in the mountainous 
Gangwon province, which hosted 
the 2018 Winter Olympics. 

It was brought under control 


late Friday after destroying hun¬ 
dreds of homes and forcing nearly 
4,000 people to be evacuated. One 
person was killed. 

The government, which said it 
was possibly South Korea’s big¬ 
gest forest fire, declared a nation¬ 
al emergency. 

The U.S. military sent four he¬ 
licopters, including three UH-60 
Black Hawks and a CH-47 Chi¬ 
nook, and 21 servicemembers, 
including pilots and crew chiefs 
from the 2nd Combat Aviation 
Brigade, to help, according to the 
2nd Infantry Division. 

The helicopters were equipped 
with specially designed aircraft 
buckets, known as Bambi buckets, 
to scoop water and drop it on des¬ 
ignated areas, U.S. Forces Korea 


said, adding that additional assets 
are on standby if needed. 

They worked with South Ko¬ 
rea’s military, which provided 35 
aircraft, 46 fire engines and some 
7,000 troops to fight the blaze, the 
Yonhap News Agency reported. 

“ It’s important we use our train¬ 
ing and resources to partner with 
our allies when real-world issues 
like this arise,” USFK spokesman 
Col. Chad Carroll said in a press 
release. 

Some 28,500 U.S. servicemem¬ 
bers are stationed in South Korea, 
which remains technically at war 
with the North after their 1950-53 
conflict ended in an armistice in¬ 
stead of a peace treaty. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 



Kim Do-hoon, Yonhap/AP 


An aerial photo shows burned vehicles filling a junkyard after a 
massive forest fire struck in Sokcho, South Korea, on Friday. 
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Wyatt OLSON/Stars and Stripes 


Under the canopy of the so-called Tree of Life beside the Soto Cano Air Base flight line in Honduras, commanders of Joint Task 
Force-Bravo speak to soldiers and airmen during a weekly “close-out” ceremony on Friday. 

* It angers people in Central America, as it would in 
any country. Obviously, that hurts the relationship, f 

Mark Schneider 

Americas Program senior adviser 


MILITARY 

Toil: US rhetoric 
and border issue 
have had impact 
on neighborly ties 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

Their assignments last six months to a 
year, with some as short as 90 days — little 
chance to see the fruit of one’s labor. 

But Lt. Col. Patrick Blankenship, com¬ 
mander of the task force’s Army Forces, 
had an aha! moment late last year when 
the unit’s medical element was on a mis¬ 
sion in northern Honduras, which 20 years 
earlier had been devastated by Hurricane 
Mitch. 

Mitch was the kind of cataclysmic event 
that leaves survivors forever dividing their 
lives into the before and after. It killed 
more than 11,000 people when it hit Cen¬ 
tral America in October 1998. Honduras 
took the brunt of the storm, with more than 
7,000 killed, mostly due to flooding. 

During last year’s mission to the region 
hit hardest, a local television reporter told 
Blankenship of his experience in the 1998 
storm, when he was just 14 years old. 

The boy had stood with his mother on a 
building rooftop in the town of Saba, sur¬ 
rounded by water with only the tops of ba¬ 
nana trees poking above the surface. 

“He remembered seeing endless streams 
of helicopters from JTF-Bravo picking 
people up off their rooftops,” Blankenship 
said. “He wanted to say thanks for that. 

“That was one of those moments like, 
‘Yes! This is great.’ You don’t get that all 
of the time, but people here have a deep- 
seated memory of the good things they’ve 
experienced from the United States and 
JTF-Bravo, specifically.” 

As the U.S. Defense Department’s lon¬ 
gest-standing joint task force, Bravo has 
been the face of America’s military pres¬ 
ence in Central America since it was estab¬ 
lished in 1983. 

For the past two decades, the task force 
has focused on enhancing security and sta¬ 
bility in Central America, particularly by 
providing disaster assistance to a region 
whose major exports are coffee, cacao and 
bananas. It conducts that mission with a 
relatively small number of people. Rough¬ 
ly 1,200 Americans — almost 600 of whom 
are servicemembers — work out of Soto 
Cano Air Base, which also houses the Hon¬ 
duran Air Force Academy. 

JTF-Bravo’s 612th Air Base Squadron 
oversees America’s sole military airfield 
in Central America, the only one in the 
region capable of handling the Air Force’s 
largest plane, the C-5 Galaxy. 

The 228th Aviation Regiment operates a 
fleet of helicopters used for medical evacu¬ 
ations, counternarcotics missions, search 
and rescue and disaster relief throughout 
Central America. The regiment shuttles 
Army Special Forces teams throughout 
the region on numerous joint training and 
counternarcotics missions. 

The medical element, staffed by rotating 
deployments of Army Reservists, is the 
only expeditionary medical unit capable of 
performing surgery in Central and South 
America. 

Harsh spotlight 

America’s role in Central America has 
been thrust into the spotlight in recent 
months as President Donald Trump amped 
up criticism of Central Americans seeking 
amnesty at the U.S. southern border. 

In the weeks before the November mid¬ 
term elections, Trump issued alarmist 
tweets and statements about “caravans” 


of migrants moving north through Central 
America in a quest for amnesty immigra¬ 
tion in the United States. He threatened at 
that time to cut off aid to the region, and in 
late March the U.S. State Department said 
it planned to end all aid to Honduras, El 
Salvador and Guatemala. 

Anti-immigration rhetoric labeling Cen¬ 
tral American immigrants — trying to es¬ 
cape poverty, violence and corruption — as 
“invaders” and “animals” has not bolstered 
neighborly ties. 

“It angers people in Central America, as 
it would in any country,” said Mark Sch¬ 
neider, a senior adviser with the Americas 
Program and the Human Rights Initiative 
at the Center for Strategic and Internation¬ 
al Studies, a think tank in Washington. 

“Obviously, that hurts the relationship,” 
he said. “But I don’t see that directly trans¬ 
formed into the public being angry at other 
U.S. institutions.” 

‘Relationships matter’ 

Neither does Col. Kevin Russell, com¬ 
mander of Joint Task Force-Bravo. 

“In this region of the world, relation¬ 
ships matter, and they matter deeply,” 
Russell recently told Stars and Stripes at 
his office on Soto Cano Air Base. “When 
you have an enduring relationship over 36 
years — almost 37 years — that means a lot 
... to our partners here in Honduras, our 
host nation, but then also in the region. 

“So when there’s a bit of rhetoric out 
there that says, ‘Hey, the U.S. is changing 
their stance and we don’t care as much 
about Central and South America as we did 
in the past,’ this place stands as a strong 

— very strong message, in my opinion 

— that no, nothing could be further from 
the truth. 

“That hasn’t changed, and by all ac¬ 
counts I don’t think it will change.” 

U.S. military involvement in Central 
America, however, has morphed over the 
past four decades. 

In the 1980s, efforts were focused on 


rolling back Soviet Union-backed commu¬ 
nist influence — a goal that at times led to 
America supporting militaries of harsh 
regimes. 

Under President Ronald Reagan’s ad¬ 
ministration, right-wing Nicaraguan Con¬ 
tra rebels were trained in Honduras to 
overthrow the socialist Sandinista govern¬ 
ment in nearby Nicaragua. By 1987, more 
than 1,000 personnel were assigned to 
JTF-Bravo. 

With the collapse of the Soviet Union in 
the early 1990s, Bravo’s emphasis shifted 
to countering the flow of illegal narcotics 
and providing humanitarian assistance, 
and it has responded to numerous regional 
disasters such as earthquakes, hurricanes, 
volcanic eruptions and flooding. 

Under Trump, the State Department’s 
updated strategy for engagement in Cen¬ 
tral America is “addressing the security, 
governance and economic drivers of ille¬ 
gal immigration and illicit trafficking.” 

Blankenship said that at a tactical level, 
the task force’s medical training and hu¬ 
manitarian assistance missions dovetail 
with that updated strategy. 

“I think what we have done in the past 
and what we currently do nests well within 
that, and we haven’t been given any direc¬ 
tion to do something different as a result,” 
he said. 

U.S. Southern Command, which oversees 
the task force, implements the U.S. strat¬ 
egy through a “network-based approach,” 
focusing on disrupting illicit networks in¬ 
volved in, say, drug smuggling or human 
trafficking rather than on the commodities 
involved. 

JTF-Bravo synchronizes that effort in 
the countries of Honduras, Belize, Guate¬ 
mala, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica 
and Panama. 

That is no simple matter since Ameri¬ 
ca’s relationships with the militaries and 
national police forces in those countries 
can be turbulent because of human rights 
abuses, Schneider said. 

The Defense Department recently sus¬ 


pended military aid to Guatemalan police 
because of improper use of armored vehi¬ 
cles supplied by the United States. 

“In Honduras, there have been serious 
human rights violations by Honduran mili¬ 
tary and police, particularly some special 
police units,” Schneider said. 

A bill introduced during the past two 
sessions of Congress called for a full in¬ 
vestigation into the role of the Honduran 
military in the murder of environmental 
activist Berta Caceres in 2016. Seven men 
were convicted of the homicide in Novem¬ 
ber, three of whom were current or former 
members of the Honduran military. 

“The U.S. has trouble maintaining a pro¬ 
fessional relationship with militaries in 
the region because of policies and actions 
by those governments or their militaries,” 
Schneider said. 

Leaving the foxhole better 

JTF-Bravo works at maintaining those 
military-to-military relationships at a bed¬ 
rock level. 

At his office on the base, Maj. David Em- 
brey, commander of Bravo’s Joint Security 
Force, clicked his computer mouse and re¬ 
vealed a photo of members of his team and 
their Honduran counterparts. 

“This is one of our good news stories,” 
said Embrey, whose bilingual military po¬ 
lice force deploys from the U.S. Air Force 
and the Puerto Rico Army National Guard 
and ensures the security of the airfield and 
of personnel performing outside missions. 

“We’ll bring in a bunch of local police, 
local Honduran military, and we do train¬ 
ing on human rights,” he said. “We’re 
trying to build the professionalism and le¬ 
gitimacy of their military and their police 
so that their people look to them in their 
time of need. It builds the confidence of 
the general populace in the military and 
the police.” 

Embrey described the short deploy¬ 
ments to Soto Cano as a sprint rather than 
a marathon. 

“Because everything we do here — I 
really don’t see” the results, he said. “I’m 
trying to do things now that will improve 
the mission two successors after me. 

“How can I make the foxhole a little bit 
better than I found it?” 


olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 












Page 4 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Monday, April 8,2019 


MILITARY _ 

Army to expand soldiers' credentialing program 


*This is one of those programs that are the gems. It really has a 
lot of opportunity for me. f 

Spc. Michael Picado 

11th Signal Brigade, Fort Hood 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — A Fort 
Hood-based pilot program that 
pays for soldiers to get civilian 
licenses and professional creden¬ 
tials could expand beyond Texas 
by the end of September, Sgt. 
Maj. of the Army Dan Dailey said 
recently during congressional 
testimony. 

Speaking to a House Appro¬ 
priations Committee subpanel, 
Dailey said the Credentialing As¬ 
sistance Program, which is now 
offered to roughly 36,000 soldiers 
of the regular Army, Army Re¬ 
serve and Texas Army National 
Guard at Fort Hood, is expected 
to expand to all installations 
across the service in fiscal year 
2020, which begins Oct. 1. 

The test phase of the program 
launched at Fort Hood in Septem¬ 
ber. During the announcement of 
the program in the fall, officials 
said the central Texas base was 
chosen because of its education 
center, the availability of soldiers 
in a diverse realm of jobs, and 
partnerships within the commu¬ 
nity and nearby Central Texas 
College. 

Dailey said the plans for expan¬ 
sion, which was always expected 
but not given a timeline, come 
after seeing positive results, 
even after just a few months in 
operation. 

“I’m happy to report that that 
limited-user test is going well,” 
Dailey said in February, speak¬ 
ing to the House subcommittee 
on military construction, veter¬ 
ans affairs and related agencies. 
He did not elaborate during the 
hearing on what made results 
positive, but much of the feedback 


stems from conversations among 
soldiers involved in a focus group 
that meets directly with the post’s 
top command sergeant major. 

Data on the program is expect¬ 
ed to be available following the 
end of the one-year test period. 

The House hearing focused on 
quality of life at military instal¬ 
lations, and Dailey was joined in 
testimony by his counterparts at 
the other military branches. The 
discussion of the credentialing 
program followed a request to 
share information about it from 
Rep. John Carter, R-Texas, whose 
district includes Fort Hood. 

“The U.S. Army has almost 
150 military occupational skills, 
much of which directly translate 
to necessary high-skilled train¬ 
ing jobs out in the civilian sector,” 
Dailey said. “What (soldiers) lack 
is the civilian credentials in order 
to obtain those jobs.” 

Credentialing assistance is 
similar to tuition assistance but 
opens the door to the professional 
certificates associated with many 
technical trades and jobs that re¬ 
quire a license. It gives soldiers 
up to $4,000 a year toward earn¬ 
ing one of the 28 different civil¬ 
ian licensing and certifications 
preselected as part of the pilot 
program. 

Certificates in the fields of fit¬ 
ness, food service, human re¬ 
sources, information technology, 
logistics, management, manufac¬ 


turing, medical, trade and trans¬ 
portation were chosen because of 
job availability in Texas and the 
ability to complete them within 
the one-year test period. 

Spc. Michael Picado, a network 
administrator with Fort Hood’s 
11th Signal Brigade, was an early 
user of the program, beginning 
his first course in November. His 
goal is to earn three civilian cre¬ 
dentials each year through the 
end of his enlistment contract in 
2021. 

Right now, he’s focused on 
earning credentials in his field 
of information technology and 
has already completed the IT 
Fundamentals certificate. In the 
coming years, Picado said he 
will branch out into credentials 
related to business and project 
management. 

“I’ve noticed management-type 
certificates appeal to a lot of indi¬ 
viduals,” he said. 

Data from Fort Hood shows 
that too. 

Since the program was started, 
Fort Hood has seen more than 800 
soldiers visit the base education 
center to receive individualized 
counseling about the Credential¬ 
ing Assistance Program, said 
Mike Engen, the post’s education 
services officer. 

Because the program is new, 
Engen said his team has really 
focused on awareness. Soldiers 
have to know the program exists 


to take advantage, he said. 

The most popular credential is 
the certified personal trainer cer¬ 
tificate, Engen said. Other popu¬ 
lar certifications include ones 
related to project management, 
human resources and the com¬ 
mercial driver’s license. 

Pamela Raymer, chief of Army 
Human Resources Command’s 
Army Continuing Education 
System, said the rollout is incre¬ 
mental. The Army is develop¬ 
ing a plan to expand the limited 
user test to other installations 
and states beyond Fort Hood and 
Texas by the end of September. 
From there, she said the ultimate 
plan for Army-wide expansion is 
sometime in fiscal year 2020. 

The program’s expansion 
Army-wide also will expand the 
credentials offered from the 28 
in the test program to all listed in 
the Army’s Credential Opportu¬ 
nities On-Line program, or Army 
COOL. There are more than 
1,650 credentials in the COOL 
database. 

Dailey said the program not 
only prepares soldiers for civil¬ 
ian employment but also builds a 
force with more knowledge, capa¬ 
bility and readiness. 

“Soldiers are excited for this to 
expand all around the Army,” he 
said. “Of course, we’ve got to get 
all our facts together and make 
sure we fix all the problems be¬ 
fore we do so.” 


Dailey said one concern is 
ensuring the Army is using cre¬ 
dentialing partners that provide 
quality educational opportunities 
for a fair price. 

“The Army values professional 
credentials,” Raymer said. “They 
improve military readiness by 
increasing the competence of our 
individual soldiers.” 

It also helps “by retaining qual¬ 
ity soldiers, enhancing their ca¬ 
reer progression and providing 
the skills and qualifications that 
will make them competitive for 
post-service employment.” 

Two years ago, when Pic ado was 
choosing which military branch 
to join, the 30-year-old chose the 
Army because of these type of 
educational opportunities. 

“All branches offer the same 
tuition assistance, but I chose 
the Army because I had the as¬ 
sumption that as a bigger branch, 
it would have more specialized 
programs,” he said. “I’m glad I 
found the Credentialing Assis¬ 
tance Program over here. This 
is one of those programs that are 
the gems. It really has a lot of op¬ 
portunity for me.” 

As Picado earns credentials, he 
said he can see it improving his 
work in the Army. As a network 
administrator, he ensures every¬ 
one who needs it has access to the 
internet. 

“It supports my job in terms 
of me viewing it more as an ap¬ 
prenticeship,” Picado said. “I’m 
learning the same stuff about 
my industry while I’m working. 
I absorb why I’m doing what I’m 
doing in my job.” 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 


Factor: First career-specific, Tier 2 
fitness standards to roll out in June 



James HoDGMAN/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Airmen assigned to the 60th Mission Support Group participate in a group run 
at Travis Air Force Base, Calif., in 2018. The Air Force is exploring a new fitness 
assessment that could be gender neutral. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

think ‘are there better ways to do that ... 
or are there better ways to do pushups and 
situps?”’ 

The Army plans to adopt a new gender- 
and age-neutral fitness test for all soldiers 
by October 2020. 

The Army Combat Fitness Test has 
six components: standing power throw; 
strength deadlift; leg tuck; 2-mile run; 
sprint-drag-carry event; and hand-release 
pushups. Certain occupational specialties 
in the Army, such as infantrymen or can¬ 
non crew members, may be required to 
achieve higher test scores or higher stan¬ 
dards, officials have said. 

The Air Force in June will roll out its 
first career-specific, Tier 2 fitness stan¬ 
dards for air liaison officers and tactical 
air controllers. 

A team from Baumgartner’s unit will be 
at Ramstein next month to train explosive 
ordnance disposal noncommissioned offi¬ 
cers from Air Force bases across Europe 
in the new EOD fitness assessment in the 
works. 

Tier 2 fitness standards are gender neu¬ 
tral, Baumgartner said. 

Most airmen, however, fall under Tier 
1 fitness standards, in which health is the 


ultimate goal. 

The current test — introduced in 2004 
— is adequate, Baumgartner said. It scores 
airmen according to gender and age on the 
1.5-mile run, timed pushups and situps, 
and waist measurement. 

The concept being studied takes “the 
latest and best science to address the ... 
inextricable relationship between aerobic 
fitness and the location of fat in the body,” 
Baumgartner said. 

The most “dangerous” fat in the body is 
visceral fat, located in the trunk region. It’s 
associated with various disease states that 
progress more rapidly the more abdominal 
fat one has, he said. 

“I could have an airman who has 24% 
body fat and another airman of very simi¬ 
lar age... with 20% body fat,” Baumgartner 
said. If the airman with less overall body 
fat carries more fat in the gut, however, 
“he’s at a higher health risk.” 

Of nearly 2 million fitness tests analyzed 
from across the service, not one airman 
has failed the waist measurement while 
maxing out the run time, Baumgartner 
said. 

“It’s a unicorn; it’s a make-believe 
thought,” he said. “You hear people say I 
can carry a 40-inch abdominal circumfer¬ 
ence for males or maybe a 36-inch for fe¬ 


males and run like the wind — the truth is 
they can’t.” 

Airmen don’t have to be superb athletes 
to do well on an assessment measuring 
aerobic fitness against body composition. 

“I can tell you that just getting off the 
couch, just getting out from behind your 


desk and doing something on a routine 
basis” is enough, he said. “We’re not ask¬ 
ing for fast running times ... just get out 
and move and you’re going to be able to 
meet the minimum requirement.” 

svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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A group of World War II veterans salutes after laying a wreath at 
Normandy American Cemetery at Colleville-sur-IVIer, in June 2018. 
Registration is open for the 75th commemoration of D-Day on June 6. 


Registration begins 
for D-Day ceremony 


Stars and Stripes 

Registration is open to attend 
the 75th commemoration of D- 
Day at Normandy American 
Cemetery in France. 

There are about 5,000 registra¬ 
tion spots for the June 6 ceremo¬ 
ny, according to the American 
Battle Monuments Commission. 

Those interested in register¬ 
ing should apply at www.abmc. 
gov/dday75registration. 

“Sadly, our time with the great¬ 
est generation grows increasingly 
short,” ABMC secretary William 
M. Matz Jr. said in a statement. 
“Each year, the number of sur¬ 
viving D-Day and World War II 
veterans attending our commem¬ 
oration dwindles.” 

Normandy American Cem¬ 
etery, which sits on a cliff over¬ 
looking Omaha Beach, covers 


172.5 acres and includes more 
than 9,300 graves. More than 
1,500 Americans who were miss¬ 
ing in action, or lost or buried at 
sea also are honored by name in 
the Garden of the Missing. Most 
of the Americans buried at the 
cemetery lost their lives in the D- 
Day landings and the subsequent 
fighting. 

“Remembering the courage, 
sacrifice and heroism of those 
who fought to free Europe and 
ensure that tyranny did not find 
footing on our shores isn’t just a 
personal honor, it is the sacred 
duty of the American Battle Mon¬ 
uments Commission,” Matz said. 

For more information on D-Day 
events, visit www.abmc.gov. 

news@stripes.com 


Fighting in Syria strains 
truce, kills at least 13 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT—Syrian government 
forces and insurgents exchanged 
a barrage of rockets Sunday in the 
country’s northwest that killed at 
least 13 people and hit a govern¬ 
ment-run hospital, activists and 
government media reported. 

The violence strained a frag¬ 
ile months-old truce negotiated 
between Russia and Turkey that 
averted a government offensive 
on Idlib and surrounding areas, 
the last major rebel stronghold in 
the country. The region is home 
to some 3 million people, includ¬ 
ing many displaced from other 
battles in the civil war. 

The head of the local hospital 
in government-held Massyaf said 
insurgent shelling killed a rescue 
worker and four other people. 

Hospitals and civilian infra¬ 
structure have frequently come 
under fire over the course of the 
eight-year civil war, and rights 


groups say government forces 
have targeted medical facilities 
on several occasions. The govern¬ 
ment denies targeting such facili¬ 
ties and says the rebels use them 
for military purposes. The rebels 
do not have precision missiles, 
and mainly rely on homemade or 
outdated arms. 

Separately on Sunday, Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov 
called for the dismantling of a re¬ 
mote camp for displaced people 
along the Syria-Jordan border. 

Rukban has a population of 
over 40,000, whom the U.N. says 
are stranded in dire conditions. 
The last aid delivered there was 
two months ago. 

The camp lies near a U.S. 
military base and within a de- 
confliction zone set up between 
Washington and Moscow. Russia 
has accused the U.S. of denying 
humanitarian access to the camp, 
allegations denied by the U.S. 


US pulls troops from 
Libya as violence rises 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — 
The U.S. military has withdrawn 
its troops from Libya as a local 
military commander’s forces ad¬ 
vanced on the capital for a show¬ 
down with militias holding the 
city. 

“Due to increased unrest in 
Libya, a contingent of U.S. forces 
supporting U.S. Africa Com¬ 
mand temporarily relocated in 
response to security conditions 
on the ground,” AFRICOM said 
in a statement. 

The command did not elaborate 
on the size of the troop contin¬ 
gent or where they were moved 
to. “We will continue to monitor 
conditions on the ground and as¬ 
sess the feasibility for renewed 
U.S. military presence, as appro¬ 
priate,” said Nate Herring, an 
AFRICOM spokesman. 

AFRICOM, which led a 2016 
bombardment campaign to dis¬ 
lodge Islamic State elements in 
the country, has maintained a 
special operations mission inside 
Libya that assists the government 
in counterterrorism efforts. 

AFRICOM’s concern over the 
“evolving security situation” 
comes amid an offensive by 
the renegade general, Khalifa 
Hifter, whose forces are mak¬ 
ing an attack on Libya’s capital 
of Tripoli. Various media reports 
say Hifter’s troops have made in¬ 
roads and seized control of Trip¬ 
oli International Airport. 

“The security realities on the 
ground in Libya are growing 
increasingly complex and un¬ 
predictable,” said U.S. Marine 
Corps Gen. Thomas Waldhauser, 
commander, U.S. Africa Com¬ 
mand. “Even with an adjustment 
of the force, we will continue to 
remain agile in support of exist¬ 
ing U.S. strategy.” 

The Associated Press report¬ 
ed fighting was underway Sun¬ 
day at the international airport, 
some 15 miles from central Trip¬ 
oli, after Hifter claimed to have 
seized the area. The airport was 
destroyed in a previous bout of 
militia fighting in 2014. Hifter 
said his forces had launched air- 
strikes targeting rival militias on 
the outskirts of Tripoli. 

The rival militias, which are 
affiliated with a U.N.-backed 
government in Tripoli, said they 
had also carried out airstrikes, 
slowing Hifter’s advance. 

Armed groups behind the U.N.- 
backed government of national 
accord, or GNA, have announced 
an effort to defend Tripoli, vow¬ 
ing to recapture all areas seized 
by Hifter’s forces. 

Col. Mohamed Gnounou, a 
spokesman for GNA forces, 
said in televised comments Sun¬ 
day that the counteroffensive, 
dubbed “Volcano of Anger,” was 


*The security realities on the ground 
in Libya are growing increasingly 
complex and unpredictable. * 

U.S. Marine Corps Gen. Thomas Waldhauser 

commander, U.S. Africa Command 


aimed at “purging all Libyan cit¬ 
ies of aggressor and illegitimate 
forces,” AP reported. 

The two sides reported that 
at least 35 people, including ci¬ 
vilians, had been killed since 
Thursday. 

The Health Ministry of the 
Tripoli-based government 
said in a statement that at least 
21 people, including a physi¬ 
cian, were killed and at least 27 
wounded. Ahmed al-Mesmari, 
a spokesman for Hifter’s forces, 
said Saturday that 14 troops had 
been killed since the offensive 
began. 

The fighting has displaced 
hundreds of people, the U.N. mi¬ 
gration agency said. The U.N. 
mission to Libya called for a two- 
hour cease-fire on Sunday in 
parts of Tripoli to evacuate civil¬ 
ians and the wounded. 

The LNA is supported by 
Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, 
France and Russia. It answers to 
the authorities based in eastern 
Libya, who are at odds with the 
U.N.-backed government. 

There is widespread concern 
that Hifter’s military push will 
bring on another wave of violence 
and fighting in a country that 
has operated as a virtual failed 
state since the 2011 overthrow 
of longtime dictator Moammar 
Gadhafi. 

In Libya, the U.S. backs a 
United Nations-recognized gov¬ 
ernment. However, the central 
government has struggled to 
assert itself in a country where 
numerous militias have long 
vied for power in carved-out 
enclaves. 

Hifter leads the so-called 
Libyan National Army, which 
already control swaths of terri¬ 
tory in country’s oil-rich coastal 
areas. 

Ironically, Hifter was once 
viewed as a creation of the U.S. 
The Americans negotiated his 
release from Gadhafi’s prison in 
1990 and brought him to the U.S., 
where he settled in Langley, Va., 
close to CIA headquarters. He 
returned to Libya in 2011 and 
joined the uprising against Gad¬ 
hafi — widely seen as America’s 
man in the opposition. 

In the years since, he has 
fought for control and also made 
overtures to Moscow, cultivating 
a relationship with top Russian 
officials. That relationship has 
been a source of concern for U.S. 
military leaders. 


AFRICOM said its mission in 
Libya “involves military support 
to diplomatic missions, counter¬ 
terrorism activities, enhancing 
partnerships, and improving se¬ 
curity across the region.” 

So far, the Libyan government 
has not asked AFRICOM for 
military support to help fend off 
Hifter’s offensive. 

“U.S. Africa Command has 
conducted air strikes in Libya 
against terrorist organizations, 
however, I reiterate that we have 
not been requested to provide 
any military support to our Liby¬ 
an partners at this time,” Becky 
Farmer, an AFRICOM spokes¬ 
woman, said late Friday. “That 
said, we remain committed to a 
secure and stable Libya, which 
benefits regional security.” 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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Suspicion is high 
as Barr redacts 
Mueller report 



Colin Mulvany, The (Spokane, Wash.) Spokesman-Review/AP 


Don Brady joined over 100 other people in calling for the public release of the Mueller report on 
Thursday during a rally in the Thomas S. Foley U.S. Courthouse plaza in Spokane, Wash. 


By Devlin Barrett 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The esca¬ 
lating political battle over special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s report 
centers on redactions — a law- 
yerly editing process that has 
angered distrustful Democrats 
eager to see all the evidence and 
conclusions from his 22-month 
investigation of President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s conduct and Russia’s 
elaborate interference operation 
during the 2016 election. 

Attorney General William 
Barr is redacting at least four 
categories of information from 
the report, which spans nearly 
400 pages, before issuing it to 
Congress and the public. Legal 
experts say he has wide discre¬ 
tion to determine what should not 
be revealed, meaning the fight 
over blacked-out boxes is likely to 
spawn months of fights between 
Congress and the Justice Depart¬ 
ment, and it may end up in the 
courts. 

The first public confrontation is 
imminent, with Barr scheduled to 
appear Tuesday and Wednesday 
before the House and Senate Ap¬ 
propriations committees for hear¬ 
ings ostensibly about the Justice 
Department’s budget. He is ex¬ 
pected to face extensive question¬ 
ing about the Mueller report and 
his ongoing redaction process, 
though, and his testimony will be 


scrutinized for any sign he is try¬ 
ing to protect the president. 

“There’s a lot of pressure all 
pointing in the direction of doing 
a robust release, said John Bies, 
who held senior roles in the Jus¬ 
tice Department during the 
Obama administration and now 
works at American Oversight, a 
liberal watchdog group. “We are 
very hopeful the attorney general 
will do the right thing here and 
make everything public that can 
lawfully be made public.” 

Barr has promised to release 
the redacted report by mid-April, 
having announced in late March 
that Mueller did not find a con¬ 
spiracy between Russians and 
Trump or his campaign and that 
Mueller decided not to reach a 
conclusion about whether Trump 
obstructed justice. The attor¬ 
ney general and his deputy, Rod 
Rosenstein, looked at the obstruc¬ 
tion evidence and determined it 
did not rise to the level of a crime, 
Barr wrote. 

The president’s critics ques¬ 
tioned whether Barr soft-pedaled 
Mueller’s findings, concerns that 
intensified after recent reports 
indicating some on Mueller’s 
team are unhappy with the brev¬ 
ity of Barr’s initial report to Con¬ 
gress and believe more could and 
should be said about the serious¬ 
ness of what they found. 

Barr is working with Rosen¬ 


stein, Mueller and their key aides 
to produce an edited version of 
the report. In a March 29 letter 
to lawmakers, he spelled out four 
areas that would be redacted: 
grand jury material, which could 
include any documents and testi¬ 
mony presented; information that 
could reveal the government’s 
intelligence-gathering sources or 
methods; information that could 
compromise ongoing investiga¬ 
tions; and details that would vio¬ 
late the privacy of those deemed 
“peripheral” to the investigation. 

All of those categories give 
Barr significant latitude to decide 
what to leave in and what to take 
out of the report’s public version, 
none more so than the grand jury 
material. Under the federal rules 


of criminal procedure, govern¬ 
ment officials are not allowed to 
share material from grand jury 
proceedings. There are a few 
exceptions. 

“Prosecutors generally take 
a broad view of what constitutes 
grand jury information in order 
to avoid inadvertently disclosing 
it, but here there’s a strong coun¬ 
terbalancing interest in ensuring 
that everything that can come out 
does come out,” Bies said. 

In an odd stroke of timing, the 
federal appeals court in Wash¬ 
ington issued a ruling Friday in 
an unrelated case that buttresses 
the argument for keeping a close 
hold on grand jury information. 
The panel ruled judges may 
not carve out new exceptions to 


the current grand jury secrecy 
rules — though it also affirmed 
that grand jury material can be 
shared with the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives under an exception 
that dates to 1974 and a ruling by 
U.S. District Judge John J. Sirica 
during the investigation of Presi¬ 
dent Richard Nixon. 

House Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Rep. Jerrold Nadler, 
D-N.Y., has been pushing the at¬ 
torney general to ask a judge to 
approve the release of grand jury 
material, but Barr has made no 
move to do so. Nadler is autho¬ 
rized to subpoena Mueller’s full 
report, with the committee vot¬ 
ing along party lines Wednesday 
to grant him that ability, though 
to date, none has been issued. 


Chief of staff says Dems will ‘never’ see Trump tax returns 



Jacquelyn Martin/AP 


Mick Mulvaney, White House chief of staff, said on “Fox News 
Sunday” that Democrats will not see President Donald Trump’s tax 
returns. The chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee 
requested the returns last week. 


By Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Democrats 
will “never” see President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s tax returns, White 
House chief of staff Mick Mul¬ 
vaney said Sunday as a new front 
opened in the confrontation be¬ 
tween the administration and 
Congress. 

Mulvaney accused Democrats 
of engaging in a “political stunt” 
and wanting “attention” after the 
chairman of the House Ways and 
Means Committee, Rep. Richard 
Neal, asked the IRS to provide six 
years of Trump’s personal tax re¬ 
turns and the returns for some of 
his businesses. 

“That is not going to happen 
and they know it,” Mulvaney 
told “Fox News Sunday.” Asked 
whether he believes Democrats 
would ever view the president’s 
returns, Mulvaney replied: “Oh 
no, never. Nor should they.” 

Last week, Massachusetts 
Democrat Neal, one of only three 
congressional officials authorized 


to request tax returns, requested 
Trump’s personal and business 
returns in a letter to IRS Com¬ 
missioner Charles Rettig. He 
asked for returns covering 2013 


through 2018. He also asked for 
the documents in seven days, set¬ 
ting an April 10 deadline. 

An obscure 1924 statute in¬ 
cludes no exceptions to Neal’s 


authority to ask the Treasury De¬ 
partment for returns and says the 
department “shall furnish” them 
when requested. It does require 
that the review of an individual’s 
return be conducted by members 
of Congress in “closed executive 
session” if the returns are pro¬ 
vided without the taxpayer’s 
consent. 

Still, Mulvaney claimed the law 
provides for lawmakers to review 
individual tax returns but “po¬ 
litical hit job is not one of those 
reasons.” His comments echoed 
those made by Trump’s lawyers 
who argued the Democratic re¬ 
quest “would set a dangerous 
precedent” if granted. 

Trump broke with precedent 
when he chose not to release any 
tax returns as a presidential can¬ 
didate. Mulvaney tried to cast the 
issue of the president’s taxes as 
old news, saying it was “already 
litigated during the election” and 
the American people “elected 
him anyway.” 

Trump has said he won’t re¬ 
lease the information because he 


is under audit, something he reit¬ 
erated again Friday while visiting 
the U.S.-Mexico border. 

“I’m under audit. When you’re 
under audit you don’t do it,” 
Trump said. 

IRS officials have said taxpay¬ 
ers under audit are free to release 
their returns. 

Trump claimed at a news con¬ 
ference following his election in 
November 2018 that the filings 
are too complex for people to 
understand. 

William Consovoy, whose firm 
was retained by Trump to repre¬ 
sent him on the matter, said in a 
letter Friday to the Department 
of Treasury’s general counsel 
that the tax code zealously guards 
taxpayer privacy. He said re¬ 
quests for tax returns “must have 
a legitimate legislative purpose.” 

Neal has said he made the re¬ 
quest to review the IRS policy 
of auditing the tax returns of all 
sitting presidents and vice presi¬ 
dents, saying, “little is known 
about the effectiveness of this 
program.” 
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Senate GOP plans to focus on nominees, not bills 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, of Kentucky, shown walking off the House floor following a 
speech by NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg last week, is focused on confirming President 
Donald Trump’s nominees. 

^ It’s just hard right now. In terms of legislative 
expectations, I think we’re being realistic and 
not setting the bar too high, f 

Sen. John Thune 

R-S.D. 


By Lisa Mascaro 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Sen. Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., says the Sen¬ 
ate will be in the “personnel busi¬ 
ness” this year. But the majority 
leader’s focus on confirming Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump’s nominees 
is coming at the expense of any 
big legislative priorities. 

Nearly 100 days into the new 
Congress, the drive to confirm is 
adding more conservatives to the 
courts and putting more Trump 
appointees in government offices. 
But Trump’s promises to replace 
the Affordable Care Act, invest 
in infrastructure or cut middle- 
class taxes have been essentially 
shelved. 

The result is that the GOP- 
controlled Senate is on a very 
different path heading into the 
2020 election than is the House, 
where the Democratic major¬ 
ity is churning out a long list of 
bills on ethics, gun violence and 
other topics that, while unlikely 
to become law, show voters their 
priorities. 

Sara Binder, an expert on Con¬ 
gress at George Washington Uni¬ 
versity, said there doesn’t seem to 
be much room in the Senate “to 
set out a policy agenda and make 
some progress toward it.” She 
added, “It does leave on the table 
quite a number of issues that don’t 
get any progress.” 

Underlying his strategy, McCo¬ 
nnell engineered a rules change 
last week to speed the confirma¬ 
tion process, pushing past Demo¬ 
crats’ stalling of Trump’s picks 
for administration jobs and dis¬ 
trict courts. 

“Look, we know you don’t like 
Donald Trump, but there was 
an election,” McConnell argued 
on the Senate floor to the Demo¬ 
crats, saying the president “is at 
least entitled to set up the admin¬ 
istration and make it function.” 

Democratic senators see a 
much more deliberative strat¬ 
egy. Rather than try to work with 
Democrats — and Trump — to 
pass bills that can be turned into 
law, they say McConnell is sim¬ 
ply blocking bills from the House 
while spending his time pack¬ 


ing the courts with conservative 
judges as part of a broader legacy 
of reshaping the judiciary. 

Already, McConnell spent the 
first two years of the administra¬ 
tion confirming a record 30 cir¬ 
cuit court nominees. With seven 
more confirmed this year, he’s 
now turning to the district courts; 
four nominees already are teed 
up for Senate action. 

“What Leader McConnell, 
President Trump and Republi¬ 
cans in the Senate are trying to 
do is use the courts to adopt the 
far-right agenda that Republi¬ 
cans know they cannot enact 
through the legislative process,” 
Senate Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer, of New York, said dur¬ 
ing the floor debate. 

In an earlier time, McConnell 
was an advocate of capitalizing 
on divided government to foster 
deal-making. Compromises be¬ 
tween Democrats and Republi¬ 
cans ended a budget crisis during 
President Barack Obama’s ad¬ 
ministration and produced bills 
on other education and topics. 

But so far this year, the big-tick¬ 
et items have been elusive. Trump 


wanted GOP senators to try again 
to replace Obama’s health care 
law, but without a substantive 
plan, McConnell quashed that ef¬ 
fort until after the 2020 election. 

Republicans are quick to blame 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
D-Calif., saying there’s almost 
nothing Senate Republicans and 
House Democrats can agree on. 
As if to prove the point, McCon¬ 
nell forced the Senate into a vote 
on the Green New Deal from 
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
D-N.Y., and Sen. Ed Markey, D- 
Mass., highlighting Democratic 
tensions with the liberal flank of 
their party. 

Yet it’s clear that Republicans 
have had their own difficulty 
with Trump, whose shifting posi¬ 
tions have left them without fully 


shared policy priorities. For ex¬ 
ample, many Republicans oppose 
Trump’s tariffs as leverage in 
trade negotiations. One major bill 
that did pass the Senate rebuked 
Trump’s plan to withdraw troops 
from Syria. 

Trump opposed two substan¬ 
tive measures that cleared both 
chambers of Congress. He ve¬ 
toed one that went against his 
national emergency to build the 
U.S.-Mexico border wall and has 
threatened to veto another that’s 
opposing U.S. involvement in the 
war in Yemen. 

“If you’re talking about a big, 
bold vision, yeah, I’d like to do en¬ 
titlement reform, I’d like to do tax 
reform 2.0 — there are a whole 
bunch of things on the economic 
agenda that I think we can do. But 


those things aren’t going to move 
in a Democrat House,” said Sen. 
John Thune, of South Dakota, the 
second-ranking Republican. 

“It’s just hard right now,” he 
said. “In terms of legislative ex¬ 
pectations, I think we’re being re¬ 
alistic and not setting the bar too 
high. But there are some things 
that I think can get done.” 

One of the only jobs McConnell 
ever wanted was in the Senate, he 
says in his biography, “The Long 
Game.” But after more than 30 
years in office, the majority lead¬ 
er often seen as an institutionalist 
is steadily changing the way the 
chamber operates. 

In many ways, he’s simply 
building on the moves made by a 
predecessor, Democratic leader 
Harry Reid, of Nevada, who used 
the “nuclear option” to change 
the rules to more easily approve 
Obama’s Cabinet officials and 
most judges with a majority, rath¬ 
er than the 60-vote threshold in 
the 100-member Senate. 

McConnell took it further, 
going “nuclear” to usher through 
Trump’s Supreme Court nomi¬ 
nees, Neil Gorsuch and Brett 
Kavanaugh, and again with last 
week’s changes that slashed de¬ 
bate time on most nominees from 
30 hours to two. 

Some say it’s only a matter of 
time before the legislative filibus¬ 
ter, which sets a 60-vote thresh¬ 
old to advance most legislation, 
becomes the next to fall. 

Not everyone opposes such 
changes. On Friday, presidential 
contender Sen. Elizabeth War¬ 
ren, D-Mass., speaking at the 
National Action Network, said 
if Democrats take control, they 
should end the filibuster. She 
cited the filibuster’s role in stop¬ 
ping anti-lynching and civil rights 
legislation. 

Even some Democrats see the 
hours of idle debate on lower-level 
picks as a waste of time. 

“Our obligation as senators is 
not to try to revive the old Senate 
but rather to figure out how we 
can build a new Senate that has 
its own customs and rules and 
institutional prerogative that will 
work in a modern era,” said Sen. 
Brian Schatz, D-Hawaii. 



AP photos 


Left: U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., a candidate for the 2020 Democratic 
presidential nomination, speaks Friday at the National Action Network Convention in 
New York and also visited Las Vegas this weekend. Right: Sen. Michael Bennet, D- 
Colo., is considering adding his name to the list of Democrats seeking the nomination. 


Democratic candidates spread 
out across US seeking support 


By Hunter Woodall 

Associated Press 

Following all directions on the compass, 
the Democrats who want to make Donald 
Trump a one-term president are resuming 
their efforts to convince voters they have 
what it takes to lead the country. 

That’s why Bernie Sanders, the Ver¬ 
mont senator, and Beto O’Rourke, a former 
Texas congressman, campaigned Sunday 
in Iowa. 

John Hickenlooper, a former Colorado 
governor, promoted his candidacy in South 
Carolina. Cory Booker, the New Jersey 
senator, had stops in New Hampshire. 

Amy Klobuchar, the Minnesota senator, 
is making a pitch to voters in Las Vegas. 


The Democratic field has more than a 
dozen hopefuls, and other politicians are 
considering jumping in. 

Michael Bennet, the Colorado senator 
recently diagnosed with prostate cancer, 
was in New Hampshire as he considered 
a White House run. Asked when he hoped 
to make an announcement, he said Sunday, 
“As soon as I can.” 

Bennet told CNN’s “State of the Union” 
that he plans to have a medical procedure 
at the beginning of the upcoming congres¬ 
sional recess, which starts later this week. 

“Then it’s going to be a couple of weeks 
for recovery,” he said. “But I would like 
to get on with this. I’m looking forward to 
running in 2020. This obviously was unex¬ 
pected. But we caught it early.” 
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Lawyers: Moving 
plutonium belies 
Nev. risk claim 


By Scott Sonner 

Associated Press 

RENO, Nev. — Nevada’s de¬ 
mand for the U.S. government 
to remove weapons-grade pluto¬ 
nium that was secretly trucked to 
a site north of Las Vegas last year 
contradicts its claim that mov¬ 
ing radioactive material is dan¬ 
gerous, according to lawyers for 
South Carolina, where the ship¬ 
ment originated. 

South Carolina and the U.S. En¬ 
ergy Departments last week filed 
their first response to Nevada’s 
legal challenge in the 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals. Nevada 
appealed after a federal judge in 
Reno refused to temporarily ban 
any more shipments to the state, 
and it added a request to remove 
the plutonium already there. 

The Trump administration has 
promised no more plutonium will 
be transported to Nevada from 
the Savannah River Site in South 
Carolina or any other nuclear 
facility. But government attor¬ 
neys say the courts have no legal 
power to undo the shipment that’s 
already been made. 

South Carolina says moving the 
plutonium from the Nevada Na¬ 
tional Security Site would “repeat 
the risks of effects that Nevada 
claimed in district court would 
cause it irreparable harm.” 

“The public’s interest does not 
favor unnecessary shipments of 
defense plutonium over the na¬ 
tion’s highways,” South Carolina 
Attorney General Alan Wilson 
wrote in a brief filed April 1. 

He argued that the plutonium 
is stored safely at the Nevada Na¬ 
tional Security Site and should 
stay there until the federal gov¬ 
ernment is ready to move it to its 
final home in New Mexico. 

The filing did not reference a 
March 13 warning from an in¬ 
dependent government advisory 


board about “significant” earth¬ 
quake dangers at the site’s facility 
where officials say the plutonium 
is stored, 60 miles from Las 
Vegas. 

“A seismically induced high 
explosive violent reaction could 
result in unmitigated dose con¬ 
sequences” to the public, the De¬ 
fense Nuclear Facilities Board 
told Energy Secretary Rick Perry 
in a letter last month. 

The board said the facility is 
operating with “unknown risk,” 
which a 2007 hazards study 
revealed. 

The shipment of 1,102 pounds 
of plutonium — which was kept 
secret until January — was part 
of the government’s effort to com¬ 
ply with an earlier court order to 
remove at least 2,204 pounds of 
the material from the Savannah 
River Site by Jan. 1, 2020. 

The Energy Department un¬ 
successfully appealed the De¬ 
cember 2016 order, arguing that 
removing the plutonium by the 
deadline was “simply impossible” 
if it also complied with environ¬ 
mental laws. 

Nevada’s lawyers said that 
months later, “the impossible 
happened” and the Department 
of Energy completed an analysis 
declaring the Nevada site a prime 
candidate for indefinitely housing 
the material. 

“DOE’s previous capacity, safe¬ 
ty, security and surveillance con¬ 
cerns magically disappeared,” 
Nevada said in its appeal. 

The government’s new filing 
says Nevada took those comments 
out of context. 

It says references to potential 
radiation exposure and difficulty 
meeting the 2020 deadline were 
tied to an initial plan to dilute the 
plutonium into waste — a process 
known as “down blending” — for 
disposal. 



Stephen B. Morton/AP 

Workers sand-blast stainless steel tanks at the Defense Waste 
Processing Facility’s Savannah River Site near Aiken, S.C., in 
November 2013. South Carolina and Nevada are embroiled in a 
legal dispute over the shipment of plutonium waste from the site. 



Rick Bowmer/AP 


The Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square performs during The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
conference Saturday in Salt Lake City. 


Mormon leaders talk spirituality, 
not changes at church conference 


By Brady McCombs 

Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY — Leaders with The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints delivered spiri¬ 
tual guidance aimed at strengthening members’ 
faith amid a world of temptation and immorality and 
reaffirmed the faith’s opposition to gay marriage 
during a church conference Saturday in Utah. 

Many church members had been bracing for more 
announcements of change during the two-day con¬ 
ference because church President Russell M. Nelson 
has made a flurry of moves in his first year at the 
helm. Those decisions include the surprising repeal 
Thursday of 2015 policies that banned baptisms for 
children of gay parents and labeled people in same- 
sex marriages as sinners eligible for expulsion. 

But through the first three sessions Saturday, faith 
leaders instead focused speeches on how members 
can become better followers of the faith. 

During an all-men’s session Saturday night, Nel¬ 
son encouraged men to be better husbands by mak¬ 
ing their wives a higher priority than watching 
sports. 

“Your first and foremost duty as a bearer of the 
priesthood is to love and care for your wife. Become 
one with her. Be her partner,” Nelson said. “Make 
it easy for her to want to be yours. No other interest 
in life should take priority over building an eternal 
relationship with her.” 

Neil L. Andersen, a member of a top governing 
panel called the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, 
spoke about the importance of one of the religion’s 
signature proclamations that states marriage should 
be reserved for relationships between man and a 
woman, and that a person’s God-given gender is an 
essential part of a person’s eternal identity. 

“If we pick and choose what we accept in the 
proclamation, we cloud our eternal view,” Andersen 
said. 

He acknowledged that not all church members fit 
within the proclamation’s boundaries and seemed to 
suggest there is room for LGBTQ members by offer¬ 
ing an example of a gay member who follows church 
teachings to not engage in same-sex relationships to 
remain a faithful member. 

“Some will say, ‘You don’t understand my situa¬ 
tion.’ I may not, but I testify that there is one who 
does understand,” Andersen said. “There is one 
who, because of his sacrifice made in the garden 
and on the cross, knows your burdens. 


“As you seek him and keep his commandments, I 
promise you that He will bless you and lift the bur¬ 
dens too heavy to bear alone.” 

The Utah-based faith widely known as the Mor¬ 
mon church has long opposed gay marriage and 
same-sex intimacy. But it has spent much of the last 
decade trying to carve out a more compassionate 
and welcoming stance toward LGBTQ members. 

The conference brings about 100,000 people to Salt 
Lake City to watch five sessions in person. Millions 
more watch live broadcasts 
and livestreams. 

Ulisses Soares, a Brazil¬ 
ian-born member of the 
Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles, cited Nelson’s re¬ 
cent remarks about a world 
with “rampant immorality 
and addictive pornography” 
as he told members to root 
their families in the teach¬ 
ings of Christ and never 
reject family members or 
friends who stray from the 
correct path. 

“Fill your hearts with 
compassion, run to them, 
fall on their neck and kiss 
them like the father of the 
prodigal son did,” Soares 
said. 

Becky Craven, a mem¬ 
ber of the Young Women 
General Presidency, dove¬ 
tailed on Soares’ speech by 
instructing members not to fall victim to tempta¬ 
tion and be diligent following the faith’s teachings. 
Craven advised members to make sure they don’t let 
modem fashion prevent them from dressing mod¬ 
estly, especially in worship settings. 

“As a covenant people, we are not meant to 
blend in with the rest of the world,” Craven said. 
“We have been called a peculiar people — what a 
compliment.” 

The Utah-based faith teaches abstinence from al¬ 
cohol, instructs members to wait until marriage to 
engage in sexual relations and encourages a modest 
dress code. 

The faith opposes same-sex relationships. The 
religion also asks members to avoid coffee and hot 
drinks as part of its health code. 
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Pipeline opponents ask judge 
to strike down Trump permit 


This is somewhat dumbfounding, the idea 
that a president would claim he can just say, 
“Never mind, I unilaterally call a do-over.” f 

William Buzbee 

Georgetown University professor and constitutional scholar 


TransCanada’s Keystone pipeline facility is seen in Hardisty, Alberta, 
in November 2015. Opponents of the Keystone XL pipeline are 
challenging a new permit issued by President Donald Trump. 


By Matthew Brown 

Associated Press 

BILLINGS, Mont. — Oppo¬ 
nents of the long-stalled Keystone 
XL oil pipeline asked a federal 
court Friday in a lawsuit to de¬ 
clare President Donald Trump 
acted illegally when he issued a 
new permit for the project in a 
bid to get around an earlier court 
ruling. 

In November, U.S. District 
Judge Brian Morris ruled that 
the Trump administration did not 
fully consider potential oil spills 
and other impacts when it ap¬ 
proved the pipeline in 2017. 

Trump’s new permit, issued the 
week before last, is intended to 
circumvent that ruling and kick- 
start the proposal to ship crude 
oil from the tar sands of western 
Canada to U.S. refineries. 

White House officials have 
said the presidential permit is 
immune from court review. But 
legal experts say that’s an open 
question, and the case could fur¬ 
ther test the limits of Trump’s use 
of presidential power. 

Unlike previous orders from 
Trump involving immigration 
and other matters, his action 
on Keystone XL came after a 
court already had weighed in 


and blocked the administration’s 
plans. 

“This is somewhat dumb¬ 
founding, the idea that a presi¬ 
dent would claim he can just say, 
‘Never mind, I unilaterally call a 
do-over,”’ said William Buzbee, 
a constitutional scholar and pro¬ 
fessor at Georgetown University 
Law Center. 

The pipeline proposed by Cal¬ 
gary-based TransCanada has be¬ 
come a flashpoint in the debate 
over fossil fuel use and climate 
change. 

Opponents say burning crude 
from the tar sands of Western 
Canada would make climate 
change worse. The $8 billion proj¬ 
ect’s supporters say it would cre¬ 
ate thousands of jobs and could be 
operated safely. 

The line would carry up to 
830,000 barrels of crude daily 
along a 1,184-mile path from 
Canada to Nebraska. 


Stephan Volker, an attorney for 
the environmental groups that 
filed Friday’s lawsuit, said Trump 
was trying to “evade the rule of 
law” with the new permit. 

“We have confidence that the 
federal courts — long the protec¬ 
tors of our civil liberties — will 
once again rise to the challenge 
and enforce the Constitution and 
the laws of this land,” Volker 
said. 

The White House said in a 
statement that under the new 
order, federal officials still would 
conduct environmental reviews 
of the project. 

However, officials said those 
would be carried out by agencies 
other than the State Department, 
which under Morris’ November 
order would have been forced to 
conduct another extensive study 
that could have taken months to 
complete. 

TransCanada spokesman 


Matthew John said the admin¬ 
istration’s action “clearly dem¬ 
onstrates to the courts that the 
permit is (the) product of presi¬ 
dential decision-making and 
should not be subject to additional 
environmental review.” 

Friday’s lawsuit was filed in 
Morris’ court, meaning he’s 
likely to get the first opportu¬ 
nity at addressing the legality of 
Trump’s new order. Judges typi¬ 
cally do not respond favorably to 
perceived end-runs around their 
decisions, said Carl Tobias, with 
the University of Richmond law 
school in Virginia. 

Another legal expert, Kathryn 
Watts, at the University of Wash¬ 
ington, said it’s unclear where the 
case will lead. Trump’s permit 
wades into “uncharted, unset¬ 
tled” legal territory, she said. 

The pipeline’s route passes 


through the ancestral homelands 
of the Rosebud Sioux in central 
South Dakota and the Gros Ven¬ 
tre and Assiniboine tribes in 
Montana. 

Last week, a court granted the 
tribes’ request to intervene in 
an appeal of Morris’ November 
ruling that was filed by Trans¬ 
Canada. That case is pending be¬ 
fore the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals. 

Tribal officials contend a spill 
from the line could damage a 
South Dakota water supply sys¬ 
tem that serves more than 51,000 
people, including on the Rosebud, 
Pine Ridge and Lower Brule In¬ 
dian reservations. 

An existing TransCanada pipe¬ 
line, also called Keystone, suf¬ 
fered a 2017 spill that released 
almost 10,000 barrels, or 407,000 
gallons, of oil near Amherst, S.D. 



Jeff McIntosh, The (Toronto) Canadian Press/AP 


Houston fires renew safety debate in oil-friendly Texas 



Photos by the Houston Chronicle/AP 


Left: A plume of smoke rises over the site of a fire at the KIM CO plant Tuesday in Crosby, northeast of Houston. Right: Laura Woody covers 
her face and nose as she walks down the street from her house to take photos of the plume of smoke during the fire. 


By Paul J. Weber 

Associated Press 

AUSTIN, Texas — Two major 
chemical plant fires near Houston 
just 17 days apart closed schools, 
leaked toxic chemicals into coast¬ 
al waters and killed a worker, but 
there’s a good chance they won’t 
lead to big industry crackdowns 
in oil-friendly Texas. 

Federal investigators have yet 
to announce what caused either 
fire — the first in March that trig¬ 
gered shelter-in-place warnings 
amid elevated levels of benzene 
in the air, and a second last week 
that left one worker dead and two 
others critically injured. 

The blazes sent plumes of omi¬ 
nous black smoke billowing into 
the sky and drew widespread 
attention, but there are already 
signs that any new safeguards 
will be slow in coming — if they 
come at all. 

The fires haven’t slowed the 
progress of industry-backed bills 
that would, in the view of environ¬ 
mental groups, give oil producers 
paths to easier permitting and 
weaker enforcement. 

There were also proposals to 
siphon money from clean-air pro¬ 
grams just days after the first fire 
triggered an air quality warning. 

Meanwhile, long-shot propos¬ 
als by Democrats to slap plants 
with tougher fines appear all but 
dead this year, while another that 
would set new rules for above¬ 


ground storage tanks has also 
languished. 

Local officials say tougher state 
penalties would be a good start to 
deterring more accidents. 

“I would hope that if one thing 
we take away from this is that we 
need to look at the enforcement 
scheme and process the state 
uses to make sure they mean 
something,” said Rock Owens, 
the managing environmental at¬ 


torney for Harris County who 
testified Thursday during the 
first legislative hearing about the 
fires. 

New lawsuits his office filed 
against Intercontinental Termi¬ 
nals Co. and KMCO — where the 
fires occurred — amount to the 
third time each operator has been 
sued by Harris County in the past 
decade. Some resulted in penal¬ 
ties of $25,000 per day and per 


violation, the maximum amount 
under state limits that were last 
raised in 2011. 

“It just hasn’t been enough to 
get people to stop doing what they 
need to stop doing,” Owens said. 

The U.S. Chemical Safety 
Board and other agencies are in¬ 
vestigating the fires. 

The first produced a plume of 
smoke that could be seen for miles 
and burned for days. Schools 


closed over air quality warnings 
and petrochemicals from the 
tanks seeped into nearby bayous 
and the Houston Ship Channel 
after a dike adjacent to the facil¬ 
ity failed. 

The second fire happened after 
a tank at a KMCO chemical plant 
in Crosby that was holding a flam¬ 
mable chemical caught fire and 
burned for more than five hours 
before it was extinguished. 
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Photos by Charlotte KESL/The Washington Post 


Six months after Hurricane Michael, residents of Mexico Beach, Fla., continue to live in damaged homes 
or trailers unfit for human habitation. 



temporary housing and some even in tents. 



Left: A building in Callaway, Fla., heavily damaged by the storm is in ruins. Right: A pile of debris sits on 
the side of the road in Marianna, Fla. 


By Patricia Sullivan 
and Joel Achenbach 

The Washington Post 

MEXICO BEACH, Fla. — The 
towering debris piles that lined 
Highway 98 are gone now, six 
months after the 16-foot storm 
surge from Hurricane Michael 
pulverized this town. But smaller 
berms of waste remain: concrete 
blocks, rebar, pipes and planks, 
mounded like artificial dunes on 
the side of the road. 

The landscape is still scraped 
to bare sand and dirt, denuded 
of trees and plants. The few long¬ 
time residents who remain talk 
about losing their way because 
they have no landmarks. The oc¬ 
casional tourist passes through, 
astonished by the lingering de¬ 
struction from the storm, which 
made landfall on Oct. 10 with 
wind speeds of up to 155 mph. 

“You kind of want to believe it’s 
all OK now,” said Priscilla Moore, 
51, of Powder Springs, Ga., who 
has vacationed here for 47 years. 
“But oh, my goodness, it’s gone; 
it’s just all gone.” 

The stretch of the Florida Pan¬ 
handle east of Panama City is 
known as the Forgotten Coast 
because it’s so rural and unde¬ 
veloped — a remnant of a wild, 
pre-Disney, pre-air-conditioned 
Florida. That moniker has be¬ 
come more searing in the af¬ 
termath of the fourth-strongest 
hurricane, as measured by wind 
speed, to hit the mainland U.S. 

Government agencies have 
cleared the roads and utilities 
have restored power, water and 
communications, but thousands 
of people are still desperate for 
permanent housing, competing 
not only with one another for the 
scarce supply of rental units but 
with construction workers who 
have come into the area. 

Many residents are living in 
damaged homes or trailers unfit 
for human habitation. Some 
live in tents. Homeowners are 
frustrated by stingy insurance 
companies and bewildering gov¬ 
ernment paperwork, and they’re 
wary of shady contractors. 

In inland Marianna (popula¬ 
tion 6,000), the federal prison, 
with its 500-person payroll, is all 
but closed, its inmates and em¬ 
ployees moved to other federal 
facilities. The state’s institution 
for the developmentally delayed, 
which serves 250 clients, is just 
getting its debris picked up, said 
Jim Dean, the city manager. 

Donations modest 

Residents here wonder if their 
fellow Americans understand 
their ongoing struggle. Chari¬ 
table donations flowing into the 
area have been modest. 

The American Red Cross cal¬ 
culated that designated donations 
for Hurricane Michael victims 
totaled $35 million through the 
end of March. Hurricane Flor¬ 
ence, which hit the Carolinas 
one month earlier, drew $64.3 
million. Hurricane Irma, which 
made landfall near Naples, Fla., 


one year earlier, prompted $97 
million in giving, and Hurricane 
Harvey, which devastated South 
Texas in 2017, attracted $522.7 
million. 

Michael caused 49 deaths and 
more than $5.5 billion in dam¬ 
age. Work crews have removed 
31 million cubic yards of debris 
in Florida left by Hurricane 
Michael, compared with 3 mil¬ 
lion for Hurricane Irma, a much 
broader storm that affected the 
entire peninsula in 2017, accord¬ 
ing to T. J. Dargan, deputy federal 
coordinating officer for the Fed¬ 
eral Emergency Management 
Agency’s Hurricane Michael re¬ 


sponse and recovery effort. 

Because Michael happened so 
fast — slamming the Panhandle 
just 73 hours after it became a 
named tropical storm — and af¬ 
fected relatively few people in a 
rural corner of the Deep South, 
the storm was overshadowed by 
other disasters. It was squeezed 
between the floods that consumed 
North Carolina after Hurricane 
Florence in September and the 
wildfires that devastated North¬ 
ern California in November. 

“To some degree, it never re¬ 
ally penetrated the American 
psyche,” Dargan said. 

FEMA said it has poured $1.1 


billion into Florida in Michael-re¬ 
lated response and recovery ef¬ 
forts, the bulk of that in the form 
of low-interest Small Business 
Administration loans. It has ap¬ 
proved $141 million in individual 
assistance to 31,000 households 
affected by Michael, numbers 
similar to disaster relief provided 
to North Carolina after Florence. 

But Congress has failed to pass 
a major disaster-relief supple¬ 
mental funding bill to pay for 
long-term recovery from Michael 
and other disasters across the 
country. The 35-day government 
shutdown delayed action ini¬ 
tially, and then President Donald 


Trump and his Republican al¬ 
lies clashed with Democrats over 
funding for hurricane recovery 
in Puerto Rico. 

The partisanship in Washing¬ 
ton does not sit well here on the 
Panhandle. 

“We have as many Democrats 
suffering as Republicans, and we 
need help. We’re all in the same 
boat,” said Philip Griffitts, chair¬ 
man of the Bay County Commis¬ 
sion and a Republican. 

A1 Cathey, the mayor of Mex¬ 
ico Beach, said it’s “beyond my 
comprehension” how the federal 
government has failed to pass a 
disaster bill. “That whole bill is 
being jeopardized because of pet¬ 
tiness,” he said. 

Backyard population 

Down a country road in Bay 
County, Sam Summers, a heavy- 
equipment operator, and his wife, 
Sherry Skinner-Summers, who 
works with the sheriff’s depart¬ 
ment, have opened their 5-acre lot 
to people whose houses and trail¬ 
ers were destroyed in the storm. 

The backyard population is 
down to six tents from 10, occu¬ 
pied by families and individuals 
who cannot find or afford hotel 
rooms or apartments and pass 
a background check. The Sum¬ 
mers and their donors provide 
the tents. 

One family of four, including a 
6-month-old infant, is living with 
the Summers in their brick ram¬ 
bler. More families are expected 
to arrive in the coming days, Sum¬ 
mers said, based on requests his 
wife has fielded on social media. 

FEMA said agency representa¬ 
tives, as well as state and county 
officials, visited the Summers 
property in mid-March and were 
shunned by the campers. 

“On this and previous visits, all 
but a couple of the people refused 
to speak with anyone,” a FEMA 
spokesman said in an email. 

There remains a suspicion 
among those in the region that the 
federal, state and local govern¬ 
ments are not doing everything 
they should to help the recovery. 

FEMA has been paying for 
283 families to live in temporary 
housing for six months, a period 
that expires Tuesday. The county 
and state applied for a 90-day ex¬ 
tension; last week, FEMA grant¬ 
ed 60 days, and only 17 families 
qualify. 

“What this means is, come 
Tuesday, about 800 individuals 
will lose their housing with no¬ 
where to go,” said Griffitts. 

The military is counting on 
Congress to pass the disaster¬ 
funding bill to help with rebuild¬ 
ing Tyndall Air Force Base, 
which took a direct hit from the 
eye of the hurricane. 

“Inside the fence line, morale 
is pretty high,” base commander 
Col. Brian Laidlaw said. “But I 
also recognize that you need to 
keep fanning those flames. If we 
can get help from the federal gov¬ 
ernment in the form of a supple¬ 
mental, that’s just going to keep 
the momentum going.” 
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Medicare chief's 
publicity spending 
is facing scrutiny 



Kevin Wolf/AP 


Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Administrator Seema Verma, shown during a news 
conference on Feb. 14 in Washington, is facing scrutiny from a government watchdog over her use of 
outside contracts for public relations work. 


By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A govern¬ 
ment watchdog said Friday it will 
review costly outside contracts to 
handle public relations for Medi¬ 
care chief Seema Verma, whose 
agency oversees health insurance 
programs covering more than 100 
million Americans. 

Responding to a request by 
congressional Democrats, the 
Health and Human Services in¬ 
spector general’s office said it 
will examine Verma’s public rela¬ 
tions contracts at the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, 
known as CMS. 

Democrats called Verma’s con¬ 
tracts “a highly questionable use 
of taxpayer dollars” at the same 
time her agency had slashed the 
ad budget for the Affordable Care 
Act, hindering enrollment. 

“Instead of spending resources 
to improve health care for every¬ 
one in the country, Administrator 
Verma appears to have steered 
money to political allies in an ef- 


By Ellis Rua 

Associated Press 

MIAMI — Stephanie Loraine 
Pineiro was 17 when she discov¬ 
ered she was pregnant for the 
second time. 

She said her parents were livid 
about her first pregnancy a year 
earlier, though she never dared 
tell them she was raped. 

Her father took her to a clinic 
for an abortion. On the way home, 
she said, he threw birth con¬ 
trol pills from the clinic out the 
car window and ordered her to 
abstain. 

A year later, the circumstances 
were different. 

She said she became pregnant 
after having sex with a boyfriend 
and was afraid her parents would 
force her to continue an unwanted 
pregnancy if she told them. She 
sought but was denied emergency 
contraception from a pharmacy. 

“I felt like I was being forced 
into parenthood,” she said. 

She still had options for an abor¬ 
tion, but situations like hers might 
become more difficult under 
several bills before the Florida 
Legislature that could restrict ac¬ 
cess to the procedure, including a 
measure to require minors to get 
consent from a guardian before 
terminating a pregnancy. 

Sensing a shift in the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court, conservative law- 


fort to boost her reputation,” said 
Reps. Frank Pallone, D-N.J., and 
Elijah Cummings, D-Md., and 
Sens. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., and 
Patty Murray, D-Wash., in a let¬ 
ter requesting the probe. 

The lawmakers questioned why 
Verma would be using outside 
contractors to write her speech¬ 
es and handle some media calls 
when her agency already has an 
extensive communications staff. 

The inspector general’s office 
wrote back it had already begun 
its review. Inspector General 
Daniel Levinson said his agency 
will examine whether Verma 
complied with federal regulations 
and ethics requirements. 

A CMS spokesman said in a 
statement that its parent agency 

— Health and Human Services 

— had asked the inspector gen¬ 
eral for an audit. 

CMS said it stopped work on 
the public relations contracts last 
week. The spokesman said CMS 
would work with the inspector 
general’s office. 

The outside contracts involve 


makers across the country have 
introduced hundreds of anti¬ 
abortion measures into state 
legislatures this year that could 
spark challenges that eventually 
may prompt the top court to re¬ 
visit Roe v. Wade. 

More than half of U.S. states 
require consent from at least 
one parent or legal guardian for 
a minor to obtain an abortion, 
according to the Guttmacher In¬ 
stitute, which supports abortion 
rights. 

Florida, a state that provided 
1,472 abortions to minors in 2017, 
is one of the few states that re¬ 
quire a parent or guardian to be 
informed 48 hours before the pro¬ 
cedure in person, over the phone, 
or within 72 hours by certified 
mail. 

Many clinics allow parents to 
sign a notification waiver in order 
to bypass the mandatory wait¬ 
ing periods before a procedure is 
performed. 

A bill proposed by Vero Beach 
Republican Rep. Erin Grail would 
flip Florida’s status as a notifica¬ 
tion state to a consent state, where 
legal guardians have deciding 
power over an abortion. It would 
require physicians to obtain 
notarized written consent and 
government-issued proof of iden¬ 
tification from a parent or legal 
guardian before any procedure. 

Grail said in a House Commit- 


two Republican consultants and 
a longtime spokesman for Verma. 
They were first reported by Po¬ 
litico. The news site said the ar¬ 
rangements were subcontracts 
under a larger government con¬ 
tract with a major public relations 
firm. 

Verma, a former health care 
consultant who is a protege of 
Vice President Mike Pence, came 
to the Trump administration 


tee meeting that she suspects 
many parents are left in the dark 
about their children’s decision to 
have an abortion and that they 
need to be involved. 

“I believe that parents have a 
fundamental right in the upbring¬ 
ing of their children,” Grail said. 
“This really seeks to put the focus 
back on the family in such an im¬ 
portant decision — a decision that 
cannot be undone.” 

Recently, a House Health 
Quality Subcommittee and Judi¬ 
ciary Committee voted in favor 
of the measure. The bill is slated 
to come before a Senate House 
Committee on Monday. 

More than 60% of minors in 
notification states discussed their 
decision to have an abortion with 
their parents, according to a Gutt¬ 
macher Institute study. 


after designing Indiana’s Med¬ 
icaid expansion when Pence was 
governor of that state. 

As head of Medicare and Med¬ 
icaid, she has pushed for work 
requirements for low-income 
“able-bodied” adults on Medic¬ 
aid. That initiative was recently 
blocked by a federal judge, who 
questioned whether it complies 
with a core Medicaid mission 
defined by Congress, which is to 


John Raoux/AP 


Dr. Sarah Stumbar, a physician 
who works with predominately 
low-income families in Miami, 
said she is concerned about the 
percentage of minors who don’t 
notify their parents. 

“That’s due to their home situa¬ 
tion,” said Stumbar, who opposes 
the bill. “They’re concerned about 
physical violence, emotional vio¬ 
lence, sexual abuse, about getting 
kicked out the house and becom¬ 
ing homeless.” 

Florida law provides an alterna¬ 
tive for minors who want to keep 
their parents out of the loop in the 
form of a judicial bypass, a hear¬ 
ing in which a judge decides if it’s 
in the best interest of the minor to 
not have their parents involved. 

The judge also determines if a 
minor is mature enough to make 
such a decision. 


provide medical assistance to the 
poor. 

Verma has also championed 
the use of technology to get Medi¬ 
care beneficiaries more involved 
in their care. And she has over¬ 
seen changes to private insurance 
plans under Medicare Advantage, 
providing insurers with more 
flexibility but also allowing for 
new benefits for seniors, such as 
limited in-home help. 


Calif, hospital 
apologizes to 
women filmed 
unknowingly 

Associated Press 

LA MESA, Calif. — A Southern 
California hospital issued an apol¬ 
ogy to the women who claimed 
they were secretly filmed during 
gynecological surgeries. 

More than 80 women sued 
Sharp Grossmont Hospital in La 
Mesa the week before last, alleg¬ 
ing they were recorded by mo¬ 
tion-activated cameras set up in 
three operating rooms as part of 
an effort to catch a possible drug 
thief, KNSD-TV reported. 

As part of a class-action lawsuit 
first filed three years ago, one 
woman claimed she was recorded 
while giving birth by emergency 
caesarean section. 

The hospital near San Diego 
said in a letter Thursday that the 
cameras set up in 2012 and 2013 
were intended to record only in¬ 
dividuals in front of the anesthe¬ 
sia carts. However, the letter said 
patients and medical personnel 
were at times visible to the cam¬ 
eras and recorded without sound. 

“We sincerely apologize that 
our efforts may have caused any 
distress to the women who were 
recorded, their families, and oth¬ 
ers we serve,” the letter said. 



Stephanie Loraine Pineiro, shown at her home in Orlando, Fla., on 
March 28, went to court at age 17 for permission to get an abortion 
without her parents first being notified. A proposed new Florida law 
would eliminate that option for others. 
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Mice, maggots in Calif, prison dining hall 



Photos courtesy of the Prison Law Office/AP 


Damaged ceiling tiles have been removed in a dining hall at the 
California Substance Abuse Treatment Facility and State Prison in 



Deteriorating roof membrane creates space for bird feces and bird 
parts to get under the roof into the ceiling space atop the dining hall 


By Don Thompson 

Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif.—Mag¬ 
gots and mice have fallen onto 
inmates’ dining tables at a Cali¬ 
fornia state prison where holes in 
the roof also allow rain and bird 
droppings to seep through and 
streak the walls, according to an 
inmate lawsuit that charges the 
state isn’t moving fast enough to 
repair deteriorating prisons. 

California has committed $260 
million over four years to repair 
leaking roofs and clear danger¬ 
ous mold at more than two dozen 
deteriorating prisons where the 
cost of overdue maintenance is 
pegged at more than $1 billion. 

The lawsuit calls for swifter ac¬ 
tion and includes examples of the 
problems in stomach-churning 
detail. 

Mice twice fell onto the dining 
table and scurried into a dish¬ 
washing area in April 2018, testi¬ 
fied inmate Marvin Dominguez, 
who eats twice a day in the dining 
hall at the California Substance 
Abuse Treatment Facility and 
State Prison in Corcoran. Then a 
squirmy maggot dropped onto his 
food tray in October. 

A guard advised him to sit at a 
different table, he said. 

The disclosure comes amid in¬ 
creased scrutiny over prison con¬ 
ditions nationally. Other reports 
include a lack of heat in February 
in federal detention centers in the 
New York borough of Brooklyn 
and near Los Angeles and poor 
medical care and dangerous con¬ 
ditions at federal immigration 
facilities. 

Inmate Robert Escareno, who 
filed the California lawsuit, de¬ 
scribed in court how bird feces 
paints the dining room wall. 
He claims the mold and other 
contaminants aggravate his 
allergies. 

State officials don’t deny the 


Corcoran, Calif. 

problem but say they’re fixing 
the roofs as fast as they can. They 
blame inmates for attracting ver¬ 
min by tossing food and hiding li¬ 
quor they make known as “pruno” 
in the damaged ceiling. 

Inmates’ attorneys say the 
Corcoran prison targeted in the 
lawsuit is a symptom of a system- 
wide problem. 

“Roofs are failing all over the 
place,” said Don Specter, direc¬ 
tor of the nonprofit Prison Law 
Office, which is representing Es¬ 
careno. “They acknowledge the 
need of the roofs, (but) they’re not 
making arrangements so people 
don’t get hurt in the meantime.” 

Besides spawning mold, leak¬ 
ing roofs short out electrical sys¬ 
tems, including lights, fire alarm 
control panels and fire suppres¬ 
sion systems, corrections officials 
say. 

Roofs at eight of California’s 34 
prisons have been replaced, but 
another 20 still need to be done. 
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s budget 


includes replacing roofs at two 
prisons, leaving 18 needing roof 
replacements and repairs. 

It’s taken nearly two years just 
to design the Corcoran prison’s 
new dining room roof, and prison 
officials could not say when con¬ 
struction will begin. 

That led Kings County Supe¬ 
rior Court Judge Donna Tarter to 
half-joke during trial that the roof 
“is not getting fixed probably in 
our lifetime.” She expects to de¬ 
cide by May whether to order the 
prison to close the dining hall and 
feed about 800 inmates in their 
dormitories, a stop-gap measure 
that officials said would cause 
considerable practical complica¬ 
tions while interfering with pris¬ 
on programs. 

The broader problem of leaking 
roofs could imperil California’s 
efforts to keep the inmate popu¬ 
lation below a cap imposed by 
federal judges to improve prison 
conditions. 

Corrections Secretary Ralph 


at Corcoran prison. 

Diaz told legislators in March 
that one leaky roof could cre¬ 
ate problems if inmates have to 
be moved from cell houses. The 
state is about 3,300 inmates below 
the cap but expects to reduce that 
margin considerably when it re¬ 
turns 1,400 inmates from a pri¬ 
vate out-of-state prison by June. 

“The cushion isn’t as robust as 
we would like,” Diaz said. 

The problem at Corcoran is that 
leaking rainwater has destroyed 
interior ceiling tiles so often that 
the prison no longer replaces 
them, prison Lt. Michael Owens 
testified on behalf of the state. 
Inmates then toss food onto the 
ventilation system through the 
openings in the ceiling, he said, 
which in turn attracts flies that 
produce maggots that fall from 
the ceiling. He also recounted 
how he ordered inmate workers 
to regularly scrub the discolored 
walls with bleach. 

Associate Warden Jason Col¬ 
lins and prison Lt. Nicholas Tyler 


blamed “pruno” — an illicit alco¬ 
holic beverage fermented from 
leftover fruit with a little bread to 
provide the yeast. 

Inmate workers likely climbed 
atop kitchen carts to hide 10 to 15 
pounds of the sticky stuff atop a 
ventilation duct in the deteriorat¬ 
ing ceiling area in November, said 
Tyler. Collins said he discovered 
another batch of hidden hooch 
in February that was attracting 
flies. 

The dining hall roof also at¬ 
tracts pigeons — lots of them. 
There they poop, and some birds 
die, their waste washing into the 
building whenever it rains, testi¬ 
fied licensed architect, engineer 
and building contractor Steven 
Norris. 

“We all know that prison is not 
supposed to be comfortable,” in¬ 
mate Escareno told the judge, “but 
at the same time it’s not designed 
for me to have to go and eat in a 
place where I’m feet away from 
what I know to be bird feces.” 


Judge rules NY county can’t ban unvaccinated children 


By Frances Stead Sellers 
The Washington Post 

Ten days after a New York 
county banned unvaccinated 
children from public places in an 
effort to stem the rise of measles 
cases, a state judge put the injunc¬ 
tion on hold. 

“Children are hereby permit¬ 
ted to return to their respective 
schools forthwith and otherwise 
to assemble in public places,” 
Judge Rolf Thorsen wrote in his 
Friday decision. 

The controversial ban, an¬ 
nounced by a spokesman for 
Rockland County Executive Ed 
Day, was an effort to address an 
outbreak in Rockland County, 
where 167 confirmed cases of 
measles had been reported as of 
Friday. 

Officials in the county declared 
a state of emergency, announc¬ 
ing that the ban would remain in 


place for 30 days or until unvac¬ 
cinated minors receive the MMR 
vaccine to protect them against 
measles, mumps and rubella. 
Unvaccinated minors, an official 
said, would not be permitted in 
enclosed places like churches, 
schools and shopping centers. 

“We must not allow this out¬ 
break to continue,” Day said at a 
news conference. “We will not sit 
idly by while children in our com¬ 
munity are at risk.” 

Dorit Reiss, a professor at U.C. 
Hastings College of Law in San 
Francisco, said a ban by execu¬ 
tive order was an unusual step, 
one that prompted outrage in the 
national anti-vaccine community. 

But she saw it largely as a sym¬ 
bolic measure. 

“It wasn’t as aggressive as it 
could have been,” Reiss said. 
“They weren’t intending to do 
mass arrests.” 

Day said cases in which par¬ 
ents and guardians violated the 


ban would be referred to the dis¬ 
trict attorney’s office. Violations 
would be considered misdemean¬ 
ors, punishable by a $500 fine or 
up to six months in jail. 

Thorsen made his ruling after 
some parents from a private Wal¬ 
dorf school filed a suit calling the 
action “arbitrary, capricious” and 
“an unprecedented ‘declaration 
of a local emergency.’” 

The parents claimed that the 
county had acted beyond its legal 
authority. They said the declara¬ 
tion caused “children to be denied 
attendance at nursery programs 
and schools and has effectively 
prohibited their movement and 
denied them the right to con¬ 
gregate and assemble in public 
places.” 

Thorsen’s decision, Reiss said, 
rested on the question of whether 
the outbreak was an emergency. 

With an outbreak of such a 
highly contagious virus, she said, 
“There is a reasonable argument 


that it is an emergency.” 

Measles can cause pneumo¬ 
nia, brain damage, hearing loss 
and even death, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

Between Jan. 1 and late March, 
387 cases of measles have been 
confirmed in 15 states across 
the country, from California to 
Kentucky to New Jersey — the 
second-greatest number of cases 
since measles was eliminated in 
the United States in 2000. 

New York state has been par¬ 
ticularly hard hit, with 259 con¬ 
firmed cases in Brooklyn and 
Queens since October, many of 
them in the Orthodox Jewish 
community. 

According to the state’s Depart¬ 
ment of Health and Mental Hy¬ 
giene, the outbreak began after 
an unvaccinated child acquired 
measles on a visit to Israel, where 
there has also been an outbreak 
of the disease. 


The measles outbreaks — and 
the increasingly aggressive public 
health response to them — have 
also prompted a spike in activity 
among anti-vaccine activists. 

Across the nation and around 
the world, a global movement that 
spreads misinformation about 
vaccines has helped drive down 
child immunizations, lowering 
the community immunity that is 
critical for protection against one 
of the world’s most contagious 
diseases. 

After Rockland County’s ban, 
anti-vaccination activists likened 
the public health measures to the 
Nazi persecution of Jews that in¬ 
cluded forcing them to wear yel¬ 
low stars. 

Reiss suspects that it may not 
be worth it to local officials to 
fight Thorsen’s ruling. 

“It was a short ban,” she said. 
“This might be the end of it.” 
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Colleges to students: 'Failure is normal' 


Message intended 
to ease students' 
rising stress levels 


By Collin Binkley 

Associated Press 

WALTHAM, Mass. — Bentley Univer¬ 
sity has plenty of success stories among 
its faculty and alumni. But one recent eve¬ 
ning, the school invited students to hear 
about the failures. 

Speaking to a crowded auditorium, one 
professor recounted the time he sank a $21 
million company. Another recalled failing 
her college statistics course. One gradu¬ 
ate described his past struggles with drug 
addiction. Each story reinforced the same 
message: Even successful people some¬ 
times fail. 

“Failure is normal. It’s healthy. And I 
think people on this panel would argue it 
actually is transformative,” Peter Forkner, 
director of Bentley’s counseling center, 
told students. “If you’re not failing, it prob¬ 
ably means that you’re not taking enough 
risks.” 

Bentley, a private business school near 
Boston, joins a growing number of U.S. 
colleges trying to ease students’ anxieties 
around failure and teach them to cope with 
it. On many campuses, it’s meant to com¬ 
bat climbing rates of stress, depression and 
other problems that have been blamed on 
reduced resilience or grit among younger 
generations. 

Across the country, campus mental 
health officials report today’s students ap¬ 
pear to have a harder time bouncing back 
from adversity. Counseling centers have 
seen surging demand, often from students 
overwhelmed by everyday stresses. Pro¬ 
fessors have raised concerns about stu¬ 
dents’ fragility when it comes to receiving 
bad grades. 

“Anxiety is rising like crazy,” said Nance 
Roy, a psychologist who works with colleg¬ 
es through the Jed Foundation, a nonprofit 
mental health group. “For many students, 
it’s the first time they’re navigating inde¬ 
pendently away from home, and if they 
also don’t have basic life skills, it’s sort of 
a perfect storm.” 

Colleges have responded with an array 
of programs meant to boost resilience and 
help students catch up on life skills. 

The University of California, Los Ange¬ 
les offers “grit coaching.” The University 
of Minnesota recently hosted a “resilience 
resource fair.” Dozens of schools now pro¬ 
vide “Adulting 101” workshops covering 
topics from finance to romance. 

As part of that work, more schools are 
also striving to normalize failure and cre¬ 
ate an environment where students can 
take risks and learn from setbacks. 

Stanford University encourages its stu¬ 
dents to celebrate their failures through 
song, poetry and other creative outlets 
at an annual event called “Stanford, I 
Screwed Up!” 

Smith College in Massachusetts and the 
University of Central Arkansas have both 
issued students “certificates of failure” as 
part of broader programs on the topic. Col¬ 
orado State University invites students to 
take a pledge to embrace failure and per¬ 
sist through it. 

When it comes to grades, Cornell Col¬ 
lege in Iowa is warning professors that 
they shouldn’t soften their scoring for the 
sake of students’ emotions. A directive on 


Panel members including Natalie Baucum, left, applaud Mike Duggan, middle, on March 5 during an event at Bentley University 
in Waltham, Mass., where professors and alumni shared some of their worst setbacks to illustrate that even successful people 
sometimes fail. 


If you’re not failing, 
it probably means that 
you’re not taking enough 
risks, f 


Peter Forkner 

director of Bentley University counseling center 


the issue notes that “a grade of a C or below 
is not the end of the world.” 

“Normalize failure. It’s part of life. It’s 
one way we learn,” the message says. 
“Sometimes students need to fail and not 
be given an undeserved grade by a sympa¬ 
thetic faculty member.” 

Others, like Bentley, are highlighting 
the failures of successful people. Harvard 
University has a website sharing rejec¬ 
tion letters received by faculty, staff and 
alumni. 

Experts propose a variety of theories 
to explain why today’s students might be 
struggling. 

Some say the pressure to succeed is 
stronger than ever, making even small 
failures seem disastrous. Some say social 
media floods students with images of per¬ 
fection that make them feel bad about their 
own lives. 

Others blame parents who tightly man¬ 
age their children’s lives and shield them 
from failure — a tendency taken to the 
extreme in the college admissions bribery 
scandal, in which dozens of parents were 
charged last month with paying bribes to 
help their children get into top schools. 

Whatever the cause, mental health is¬ 
sues appear to be on the rise on college 
campuses. 

A 2018 survey by the American College 
Health Association found that 22% of col¬ 
lege students were diagnosed with anxiety 


Panel members, from left, Angela Giordano, Baucum, Duggan and Fred Ledley 
participate in the event at Bentley University. 


or treated for it over the past year, up from 
10% a decade before. The rate for depres¬ 
sion rose from 10% to 17% in the same 
span, the survey found. 

Efforts to tackle campus mental health 
have sometimes been met by sneers. On 
social media, some observers mock a gen¬ 
eration of fragile “snowflakes” who need 
“safe spaces” and “trigger warnings.” 

But mental health advocates counter 
that today’s students are grappling with 
a host of pressures that past generations 
didn’t, from social media to the threat of 
school violence. 

“There’s this temptation to judge or 
criticize today’s youth,” said Laura Horne, 
program director at Active Minds, a col¬ 
lege mental health group. “They’re just 
responding to a different and more chal¬ 


lenging landscape with the resources 
we’ve given them.” 

At Bentley, along with hosting events on 
failure, officials have launched a “Failure 
Friday” series on social media that shares 
a different story of failure from someone 
on campus each week. 

Lea Guldemond, a junior who attended 
the event on professors’ failures, said she 
welcomes the conversations about anxi¬ 
ety and struggle. Especially at a business 
school, she said, students face constant 
stress to compete for the best grades, the 
best internships and the best jobs. 

“We’re under a lot of pressure and I 
think we’re stressed all the time,” said Gul¬ 
demond, 21, of West Newbury, Mass. “It’s 
nice to be able to talk about it and know 
that you’re not alone when you fail. ” 
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Genocide commemorated 

1994 start of slaughter of 800K remembered in Rwanda 



Ben Curtis/AP 


The skulls of some of those who were slaughtered as they sought 
refuge in a church during the Rwanda genocide sit in a glass case 
next to photographs of some of the victims at a memorial inside a 
church in Ntarama, Rwanda. 


By Ignatius Ssuuna 
Associated. Press 

KIGALI, Rwanda — Rwanda 
on Sunday somberly commemo¬ 
rated the start 25 years ago of its 
genocide in which some 800,000 
people were killed, as the coun¬ 
try continues to grapple with the 
lasting consequences of the mass 
killings. 

President Paul Kagame and 
first lady Jeannette Kagame laid 
wreaths and lit a flame at the mass 
burial ground of 250,000 victims 
at the Kigali Genocide Memorial 
Center in the capital, Kigali. 

Those attending the ceremo¬ 
nies included the leaders of Chad, 
Congo Brazzaville, Djibouti, 
Niger, Belgium, Canada and Ethi¬ 
opia as well as the African Union 
and the European Union. 


“I am moved beyond words at 
this memorial to tragedy,” said 
Jean-Claude Juncker, president 
of the European Commission. 

A procession was planned 
through the capital to Kigali’s 
National Stadium, where as many 
as 30,000 were expected to par¬ 
ticipate in an evening candlelight 
ceremony. 

“Twenty-five years ago, Rwan¬ 
da fell into a deep ditch due to bad 
leadership. Today, we are a coun¬ 
try of hope and a nation elevated,” 
Agnes Mutamba, 25, a teacher 
who was born during the geno¬ 
cide, told The Associated Press in 
Kigali. 

“Today, the government has 
united all Rwandans as one peo¬ 
ple with the same culture and his¬ 
tory and is speeding up economic 
transformation,” said Oliver Ndu- 


hungihere, Rwanda’s state for¬ 
eign affairs minister. 

The mass killing of Rwanda’s 
Tutsi minority was ignited on 
April 6, 1994, when a plane car¬ 
rying President Juvenal Habyari- 
mana was shot down and crashed 
in Kigali, killing the leader who, 
like the majority of Rwandans, 
was an ethnic Hutu. 

The Tutsi minority was blamed 
for downing the plane, and 
bands of Hutu extremists began 
slaughtering the Tutsis, with sup¬ 
port from the army, police and 
militias. 

Kagame’s government has 
previously accused the Hutu-led 
government in 1994 of being re¬ 
sponsible for shooting down the 
plane and has blamed the French 
government for turning a blind 
eye to the genocide. 


On Friday, French President 
Emmanuel Macron ordered a 
government study into the coun¬ 
try’s role in Rwanda before and 
during the 1994 genocide. 

Macron ordered a commission 
of researchers and historians to 
investigate the “role and involve¬ 
ment of France” in Rwanda from 


1990 to 1994. 

It has two years to draw its 
conclusions. 

Kagame has won praise for 
ending that violence and making 
advances in economic develop¬ 
ment and health care, although 
he is criticized for authoritarian 
control. 


Palestinian official denounces Netanyahu’s campaign pledge 


Associated Press 

DEAD SEA, Jordan — Israel’s leader 
will face a “real problem” if he follows 
through with his election campaign prom¬ 
ise to annex Jewish settlements in the Is¬ 
raeli-occupied West Bank, the Palestinian 
foreign minister said Sunday. 

Riad Malki told The Associated Press 
on the sidelines of the World Economic 
Forum in Jordan that Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu’s pledge was likely aimed 
at rallying his nationalist base in the final 
stretch of a tight race. 


He added that Palestinians would “re¬ 
sist” such a policy if carried out. 

“If Netanyahu wants to declare Israeli 
sovereignty over the West Bank, then you 
know he has to face a real problem — the 
presence of 4.5 million Palestinians, what 
to do with them,” Malki said. 

He said Israel cannot expel the Palestin¬ 
ians. “We will stay there,” he said. “Then 
you know the international community has 
to deal with us.” 

Malki accused the U.S. of encouraging 
Netanyahu by recognizing Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital and, more recently, rec¬ 


ognizing Israel’s annexation of the Golan 
Heights. 

Sergey Lavrov, Russia’s foreign minis¬ 
ter, also expressed concerns about Amer¬ 
ica’s “illegitimate decisions” in the region. 
“We see the solution in dialogue between 
countries, because unilateral actions will 
never lead to anything good,” he said. 

Netanyahu has promoted Jewish settle¬ 
ment expansion in his four terms as prime 
minister, but until now he has refrained 
from presenting a detailed vision for the 
West Bank, viewed by Palestinians as the 
heartland of a future state. 


It would mark a dramatic shift for Ne¬ 
tanyahu ahead of Tuesday’s balloting. An¬ 
nexing settlements would all but end any 
final chances for a two-state solution with 
the Palestinians and potentially push the 
sides toward a single, binational state. 

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavu- 
soglu slammed Netanyahu’s annexation 
pledge as an “irresponsible statement to 
seek votes.” 

Cavusoglu said on Twitter that the West 
Bank is Palestinian territory, adding that 
“the Israeli general elections cannot and 
will not change this fact.” 


G-7 ministers reveal ‘clear 
differences’ on Middle East 



Giannis Papanikos/AP 


Protesting migrants shout slogans during clashes outside a refugee camp in the village of Diavata, west 
of Thessaloniki, northern Greece, on Saturday. 

Migrants, police clash in Greece for 3rd day 


Associated Press 

DIAVATA, Greece—Hundreds 
of protesting migrants clashed 
with police for a third straight day 
in northern Greece on Saturday, 
with migrants throwing rocks at 
officers who responded with tear 
gas and stun grenades. 

Authorities say the demonstra¬ 
tions outside a migrant camp in 
Diavata have been triggered by 
false reports on social media that 
restrictions on travel to northern 


Europe had been lifted. 

Several migrants, including 
children, fainted amid the clouds 
of tear gas Saturday. The protest¬ 
ers have lit fires to make the air 
more bearable, but blazes have 
also erupted from exploding stun 
grenades. 

In Athens, migrants left a main 
railway station after blocking 
trains on Friday, and services re¬ 
sumed Saturday. 

Greek officials say the mi¬ 
grants have been mobilized by 


false reports originating on social 
media that the road to central Eu¬ 
rope, tightly sealed to migrants 
for three years, is open again, and 
that buses chartered by nongov¬ 
ernmental organizations are wait¬ 
ing on the other side of the border 
with North Macedonia, about 40 
miles to the north of Diavata. 

“We must constantly fight the 
fake news,” Nikos Ragos, the mi¬ 
grant policy ministry’s coordina¬ 
tor for northern Greece, told The 
Associated Press. 


By Thomas Adamson 

Associated Press 

DINARD, France — Foreign 
ministers from the Group of 
Seven nations failed to reach con¬ 
sensus on key Middle East issues 
Saturday as they wrapped up a 
meeting in France. 

The diplomats in attendance 
projected a united front while 
walking side by side along a sea¬ 
side promenade before they re¬ 
leased the agreement from their 
two-day meeting in Dinard. The 
agreement included mildly word¬ 
ed joint commitments on issues 
such as fighting cybercrime, giv¬ 
ing women bigger peacemaking 
roles and engaging with countries 
in Africa’s Sahel region to combat 
migrant trafficking. 

But what was omitted from 
the G-7’s positions said as much 
as what was included. The dif¬ 
ferences could set the stage for 
tensions at an August summit of 
the leaders of the G-7 advanced 
economies — the United States, 
France, Canada, Japan, Germa¬ 
ny, Italy and the U.K. 

A European Union official ex¬ 
pressed “regret” the document 
had what she considered to be 


several glaring omissions that 
conflicted with non-negotiable 
positions of the EU. They includ¬ 
ed “no reference to a two-state so¬ 
lution” in the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and “no mention” of the 
U.N. Security Council resolution 
in favor of the Iran nuclear deal, 
she said. 

The official, who spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity because she 
was not allowed to speak to the 
news media, said the language 
used to described the G-7’s deep 
concern over Iran’s “continuing 
support for terrorist organiza¬ 
tions and armed militias” was not 
language EU members tend to 
use. Four of the G-7 nations are 
in the EU. 

The foreign ministers’ joint 
statement itself acknowledged 
“clear differences” on the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict after “an ex¬ 
change of views.” 

The agreement included an 
initiative to help countries share 
best practices on encouraging re¬ 
sponsible online behavior. Also, 
the group pledged to encourage 
the creation of funds to help sur¬ 
vivors of sexual violence in dan¬ 
ger spots. 
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Women carry food 
supplies they received at 
a farmhouse in Matarara, 
Mozambique, on Thursday. 

Photos by Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi/AP 


Mozambique farmhouse offers post-cyclone relief 



Aid workers in the farmhouse courtyard prepare for the day. 


By Cara Anna 

Associated Press 

MATARARA, Mozambique 
t began with a farmer who wanted to 
see how his neighbors had weathered 
a deadly cyclone. It has turned into an 
extraordinary grassroots relief op¬ 
eration that has helped thousands in rural 
Mozambique. 

Helicopters land in the farmhouse’s 
driveway. Aid workers in matching T- 
shirts sleep in tents in the front yard and 
on the roof. 

And hundreds of local subsistence farm¬ 
ers whose lives were swept away by the 
floods drop by to collect the food and sup¬ 
plies to start again. 

“We’ve been at it for... three weeks? I’ve 
lost track of time,” the farmhouse’s sole 
resident in normal times, mango farmer 
Gilles van de Wall, told The Associated 
Press after another frenetic day. 

Potluck reigns. Visitors bring beer and 
bottled water to stock a straining refrig¬ 
erator. Dogs, at least one cat and a caged 
grey parrot have adapted to the crowd. 
New people arriving? Just budge over. 

“Prepare to be utterly disappointed,” 
one recent night’s impromptu cook for the 
crowd of volunteers declared. 

Cyclone Idai hit this part of rural Mo¬ 
zambique particularly hard, with torren¬ 
tial rains draining down from the nearby 
mountains that separate the country from 
Zimbabwe. Rivers burst their banks, leav¬ 
ing corn stalks hanging from electrical 
wires. 

The floodwaters made the farmhouse 
and surrounding buildings an island. 
Even before the waters drained, van de 
Wall began a rescue operation for families 
nearby, “then a much wider area,” he said. 
Soon, some 600 people were sheltering at 
the farm. Then 1,000. 

The first night, he didn’t get much sleep 
because all the children were crying, he 
said. Then, more food arrived to ease their 
hunger pangs. 

Word got out among fellow large-scale 
commercial farmers. Friends from the 
nearby city of Chimoio brought the first 
supplies. 

Then others came from Mozambique’s 


capital, Maputo, 680 miles to the south. 
People started driving up from South Af¬ 
rica and even farther away. 

Meanwhile, workers at the farm were re¬ 
porting distress in communities across the 
crocodile-inhabited 
Lecito River behind 
the farm. Remote 
by road — a 93-mile 
drive — and yet just a 
mile across the water, 
the communities were 
deemed to be in “criti¬ 
cal” need of help, van 
de Wall said. 

The opening of the 
road some five days 
after the cyclone 
helped to reach them. The arrival of he¬ 
licopters helped even more. Tons of food, 
shelter and utensils, mostly from dona¬ 
tions, were flown in. 

“If you’re the first people to reach them, 
it’s indescribable,” van de Wall said of the 
desperation of families surrounded by 
flooded fields. 

The emergency assistance worked well 
enough that people on the other side of the 
river are living on their own destroyed 
plots, not in camps, a key factor in avoiding 
the spread of disease, he said. 

Thousands of people displaced by the 


cyclone across central Mozambique are 
now huddling in shelters, often with poor 
water and sanitation, and a deadly cholera 
outbreak has been declared. 

Eventually, word about the homegrown 
relief operation filtered out to aid groups 
hurriedly trying to set up operations in the 
cyclone-hit region while roads were re¬ 
paired and waters drained. Many needed 
somewhere to sleep, eat and get margin¬ 
ally clean. 

“Hundreds of people have stayed here,” 
van de Wall said. “There were 30 to 35 a 
night last week. Before that, 10 to 20. Be¬ 
fore that, it was me and my neighbors.” 

And like clockwork, every time they ran 
short of something, it would turn up, he 
said. 

The farmhouse relief effort was so 
desperate to fly supplies to inaccessible 
areas that when the governor visited, they 
commandeered his helicopter to deliver 
food, van de Wall later told visitors at the 
nightly briefing around a bonfire in a 
wheelbarrow. 

A few were nervous that the governor 
would finish his speech and want to fly 
away before they returned the aircraft, he 
said. 

Then, the briefing turned to the daily 
report: 24,000 pounds of rice distributed 
on Thursday across the river. More than 2 


tons of supplies delivered on this side. 

“It’s an amazing operation you’ve put 
together,” a member of a visiting interna¬ 
tional medical team told the group. 

Pieter Botha, 17, the son of the farm¬ 
house’s owner, Kobus Botha, has watched 
the organized chaos since arriving a week 
after the cyclone from Maputo to help out 
and had been loading helicopters that day. 

“Everyone here is strangers,” he said as 
people wandered in and out the front door 
or held planning meetings on the lawn. 
“Everyone who arrived just wanted to help. 
It’s a very friendly environment. It’s fun.” 

The aim has been to provide nearby sub¬ 
sistence farmers with a month’s worth of 
food until Mozambique’s government and 
the United Nations’ World Food Program 
could get longer-term relief deliveries up 
and running, Botha said. 

The cyclone wiped out crops that were 
just weeks away from harvesting, so most 
families will need nearly a year’s supply of 
food, aid workers say. 

The makeshift rescue effort has helped 
almost 9,000 people so far, Botha said. 

“It’s on the board,” he said, gesturing 
to a whiteboard propped near the porch, 
scrawled with a rough map of villages and 
the numbers of residents. 

The relief effort appeared to be working. 
Dozens of Mozambican women gathered 
nearby for boxes marked with the USAID 
logo that contained cooking pots. 

“Everything was washed away,” said 
Rosita Cuanda, one of the women. “The 
goats, the chickens, the house. We were left 
with nothing.” 

Van de Wall’s farmhouse has been the 
central point of help for community mem¬ 
bers. With the aid distributed, they have 
been able to feed their families, Cuanda 
said, counting off 10 relatives of her own, 
but shyly saying she could not remember 
her age. 

Her family had a long-standing relation¬ 
ship with van de Wall because they help 
to harvest his mangoes, Cuanda said. “We 
know him well.” 

Hundreds of strangers brought together 
by disaster now do too. 



van de Wall 
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THE CENSUS 

The age of the heart of a French priest that was displayed at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York on Saturday as part 
of a U.S. tour featuring the Roman Catholic relic. Both the faithful and the curious lined up at the church on Fifth Avenue 
to see the human organ behind glass. The Knights of Columbus fraternity is sponsoring the pilgrimage of the heart. Car¬ 
dinal Timothy Dolan, the archbishop of New York, was to lead a Sunday procession venerating the heart of Saint John 
Vianney. He lived during the French Revolution, helping to hide priests on the run. The tradition of venerating the body 
parts of saintly Catholics goes back to the Middle Ages in Italy. 



Brynn Anderson/AP 

Grabbing a gator 

An alligator trapper, with help from police, pulls a live alligator from a canal in Pembroke Pines, Fla., on Friday. 




Most trash in beach 
cleanup was plastic 

|y I SANDY HOOK — Vol- 
irl c'J unteers cleaning up New 
Jersey beaches last year found 
everything but the kitchen sink. 
Oh, wait, they found one of those, 
too. 

Nearly 82% of the trash re¬ 
moved during Clean Ocean Ac¬ 
tion’s beach sweeps last spring 
and fall was plastic. The number 
of condoms and baby diapers 
found rose from a year earlier. 
But the number of cigarette butts 
picked up was down by nearly a 
quarter. 

More than 10,000 volunteers 
plucked 454,365 pieces of debris 
from the ocean coast, bay shores 
and the banks of rivers, lakes and 
streams as part of the annual sur¬ 
vey by the coastal environmental 
group that tallies the garbage left 
behind on the state’s beaches. 

Harbor sees large 
influx of jellyfish 

^ Jt OXNARD — Visitors 
to Southern Califor¬ 
nia’s Channel Islands Harbor 
have been treated to the sight of 
large numbers of jellyfish. 

The moon jellies are common 
along the California coast but are 
usually found in the small-craft 
harbor in Oxnard. 

UC Santa Barbara research bi¬ 
ologist Milton Love told the Ventu¬ 
ra (Calif.) County Star that moon 
jellies are carried by currents, 
and when they appear, there are 
usually hundreds of thousands of 
the creatures. 

Judge: Animal shelter 
to keep seized Tiger 

TV HOUSTON — A judge 
I W ruled that an animal 
shelter can keep a tiger that was 
rescued from an abandoned 
Houston home. 

The Cleveland Amory Black 
Beauty Ranch in Murchison has 
looked after the tiger since Feb¬ 
ruary, when some people entered 
the house to smoke marijuana 
and found the big cat. 

Authorities said the 350-pound 
tiger was improperly secured in a 
small cage, and was sitting on hay 
and its own waste. 

Houston police believe Britta¬ 
ny Garza is the tiger’s owner and 
have filed a civil lawsuit accusing 
her of animal cruelty. 

Old dog tags found 
hidden behind wall 

tk r% FORT SMITH — A de- 
veloper who was reno¬ 
vating a building on a former U.S. 
Army base in Arkansas made a 
surprising discovery when he 
knocked down a wall and found a 
stash of empty Pabst Blue Ribbon 
cans and three dog tags belong¬ 
ing to servicemembers. 

Developer Lloyd Sumpter said 
he found one of the tag’s owners, 
Ollie Shields, and mailed them to 
his home in Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

Fort Smith television station 
KFSM reported that Shields 
trained as a machine-gun spe¬ 
cialist from 1953 to 1954 at Fort 
Chaffee, about 110 miles north¬ 
west of Little Rock. 


4 men face charges 
of vandalizing shrine 

I M ST. JOHN — Four men 
I Irl are facing charges in 
connection with vandalism that 
caused $80,000 in damage to a 
religious shrine in northwestern 
Indiana that features scenes de¬ 
picting Jesus’ final days. 

St. John Police said arrest war¬ 
rants were issued Thursday for 
the men, who allegedly vandal¬ 
ized 20 granite lights and speaker 
posts at the Shrine of Christ’s 
Passion on Christmas Eve. 

Firefighters rescue 
injured crane operator 

r\ IgJ CINCINNATI — Fire- 
1 1 fighters in Cincinnati 
rescued a crane operator after 
his arm was partially severed in 
an accident nearly 300 feet in the 
air. 

A fire official said the crane 
operator called 911 after a cable 
sliced underneath his arm Fri¬ 
day, causing the partial amputa¬ 
tion. Rescue crews used a basket 
to lower the worker. 


Authorities said the man lost a 
lot of blood but was conscious and 
alert when he was brought down. 

The accident happened at a 
construction site at Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center. 

California condors 
could reach Oregon 

n MEDFORD — A plan 
Im to reintroduce the 
California condor to the Redwood 
National Forest could mean the 
giant raptors will eventually re¬ 
populate Oregon’s Rogue Valley 
as well. 

The Mail Tribune in Medford 
reported Friday that Northern 
California’s Yurok Tribe, the Na¬ 
tional Park Service and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service issued 
a detailed plan for the reintroduc¬ 
tion in a recent environmental 
impact report. 

The last condor sighting in Or¬ 
egon was near Drain in 1904. 

The Oregon Zoo in Portland 
would hatch the condor chicks 
and they could be in the air over 
the Klamath River next year. 


Man finds stranger 
sleeping in his kitchen 

nA ALTOONA — Police 
said a Pennsylvania 
man awoke to find a stranger 
sleeping on his kitchen floor 
surrounded by torn-up sanitary 
napkins. 

Altoona police said they arrest¬ 
ed Brian Smith, 60, Thursday. 

The homeowner told police it 
also appeared someone had eaten 
some of his Krave cereal. 

Police said Smith told them 
he had used methamphetamine 
within the previous two days, and 
was unable to explain how or why 
he entered the house. 

He’s been charged with bur¬ 
glary and trespass. 

Man freed on bond 
arrested in parking lot 

P| PORT ST. LUCIE — A 
P L Florida man was rear¬ 
rested within minutes after he was 
released from jail for burglarizing 
cars in the jail’s parking lot. 

The St. Lucie County Sheriff’s 
Office said Casey Lewis, 37, bond¬ 


ed out of jail Thursday, only to be 
caught by deputies burglarizing 
several cars outside the jail. 

Lewis was booked on burglary 
charges and released a second 
time that day on bond. 

Treasure Coast Newspapers 
reported Lewis originally was 
brought to the jail on a grand 
theft charge. 

$1,000 reward offered 
in slashing of tires 

I CHICAGO — Somebody 
I L has slashed hundreds of 
vehicle tires in recent months 
across Chicago and now a reward 
is being offered in the hopes of 
finding out who it is. 

The Chicago Sun-Times report¬ 
ed that Cook County Crime Stop¬ 
pers is offering a cash reward of 
$1,000 to anyone with informa¬ 
tion on the crimes. Those with 
information are asked to call the 
hotline at 800-535-7867. 

Officials said that more than 
350 tires have been slashed at 10 
different spots around the city in 
the last few months. 


From wire reports 
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'Anything creative, 

I want to be a part of it’ 

Rhymefest on his 1st film role, Kanye, Kim and Common 


By Mesfin Fekadu 

Associated Press 

G rammy-winning artist Che “Rhymefest” Smith didn’t 
have plans to become an actor, but that changed 
when Emilio Estevez’s mom saw the songwriter’s 
documentary about reconnecting with his long-lost 
father, who had been homeless for decades. 

Estevez’s mom watched Rhymefest’s 2015 doc “In My Fa¬ 
ther’s House” around the time her son was working on “The 
Public,” a drama about homeless people who refuse to leave a 
Cincinnati public library during a brutal winter night. 

“Emilio Estevez’s mom (said)... ‘This young guy from Chica¬ 
go has to be in your movie.’... And (Emilio) Facebook’d me and 
said, ‘Would you like a role in a movie?”’ Rhymefest recalled. 

Rhymefest said the organic way he came to play a homeless 
man in the film taught him a valuable lesson about life: “Every¬ 
body’s out here chasing a career when we really need to chase 
our origin story. We really need to chase who we are.” 

“The Public,” which hits U.S. theaters April 5, was directed 
and written by Estevez, who also stars in the film. It also fea¬ 
tures Alec Baldwin, Christian Slater, Jeffrey Wright, Gabrielle 
Union, Michael K. Williams and Taylor Schilling. 

For Rhymefest, 41, “In My Father’s House” is the gift that 
keeps on giving: It also helped him form a relationship with 
clothing designer Kenneth Cole, who appreciated Rhymef¬ 
est’s dedication to community work in Chicago. The two have 
worked together since. 

“Not even the documentary, (but) mending my relationship 
with my father has done more for me than the record label has 
ever done, or a record deal,” he said. “It’s so interesting — we 
leave our villages and we leave our tribes to find success out¬ 
side of our family only to come home.” 

In an interview with The Associated Press, Rhymef¬ 
est talked about mending his relationships with 
longtime friend Kanye West and Kim Kar- 
dashian West after feuding on Twitter, 
not mending anything with former col¬ 
laborator Common regarding the best 
original song Oscar for “Glory” from 
“Selma,” and more. 

AP: What were your thoughts 
when Emilio asked you to be in 
the movie? 

Rhymefest: I had just co-writ- 
ten (Common and John Legend’s) 

“Glory.” I’d seen what happened 
to Common. I always looked at 
him act and I was like, “That’s 
interesting.” But I never said that 
I wanted to do that. When Emilio 
called and said, “Man, I got this part, 

Big George.” No. 1, my grandfather 
was named George. No. 2, my father 
was homeless. It was like the closing 
of a circle for me. I live creatively. I 
am not a rapper, I’m a creative. ...Who 
am I to say no? ... I went out to Hol¬ 
lywood last summer and I said, “OK, 

I’ma give this acting thing a try.” I really 
enjoyed doing this film. (Then) I went on a 
couple auditions and I said, “(Expletive) 
this. (Expletive) this.” 

You didn’t like Hollywood? 

(Expletive) them, bro. 



I’ma tell you why.... Something you know you can do, and you 
go into an audition, and they arbitrarily (say), “No. Yes. No. We 
already have the person, but we’re just doing this.” They break 
your self-esteem down, bro. ... You just changed the person’s 
self-esteem about themselves and it wasn’t even based on, 
“Could you act or not? Were you the best person for the role?” It 
wasn’t even based on that. 

What did your dad think about your role in “The Public”? 

My dad actually came to visit me in Cincinnati as I was 
filming. He saw us all dressed up. He looked around and said, 
“These look like my friends” (laughs). 

You’ve won two Grammys for your songwriting — could 
you see yourself writing a film next? 

Yes. I even told Emilio — we became close — I said, “Bro, put 
me in your writing room. Put me in your music room. Put me in 
your acting room.” Anything creative, I want to be a part of it. 

You’re going to be on the big screen, but recently you 
were on the small screen on “Keeping Up with the Kardashi- 
ans.” Did you watch the episode? 

No. Somebody sent me a clip. Because of (the promotion) I’m 
doing with the film, I can’t even focus right now. 

Are you, Kim and Kanye all good now after your public 
feud? 

Family goes through things. The important thing is that we 
gained an understanding and we bring our villages together. 
And I haven’t talked to Kim about where Kanye comes from, 
and the expectation, and the obligation of him, to that village. 
It ain’t about money, at least not with me. It’s about an example 
and building new generations of successors. It’s not about one 
person. If we’re not replacing ourselves, we haven’t done our 
job. ... And I understand Kim’s point too. That’s her husband. 
You see somebody talking (bad) about your man, I get it. But 
when it’s his brother, it makes it kind of complicated ... For 
Kanye and I to have a good friendship, you have to be good 
with a man’s wife. My wife (is) right there, you can’t fall 
out with my wife and we kick it, even if I love you. 
You and my wife gotta talk. So I get it. We all 
have to put our egos to the side for love. 

Have you and Kanye been working on 
music? 

We’re working on his music. It’s dope. 

You co-wrote Common and John 
Legend’s “Glory” from “Selma,” but 
you weren’t credited when the song 
won an Academy Award. I wonder had 
you heard anything from Common? 
Of course not. That’s Hollywood. 
^ No. Because it’s different for me and 
. Kanye. Kanye is like, he’s emotional. 
| He’s emotionally involved and... if he 
I knows there’s hurt, he’s like, “Aight, 
let’s deal with this hurt. What’s going 
on?” Other people are protecting their 
interests. I get it, but if they only knew. 
If you only knew how much love could 
grow if you give me a little authenticity? 
But that’s fine. I’m doing films. I’ll see 
you in a minute. Who knows what the 
universe has in store. 


Che Smith, better known 
as Rhymefest, appears 
in the film “The Public.” 


Fight over Petty’s 
estate turning ugly 

From wire reports 

Management of Tom Petty’s estate is get¬ 
ting ugly as his widow and the late rocker’s 
daughters slug it out in probate court over 
who will be in charge of key decisions. 

Dana Petty, trustee of the estate, says 
her late husband’s daughters from a previ¬ 
ous marriage, Adria Petty and Annakim 
Violette, are making it nearly impossible 
for her to manage the estate as ordered, 
according to Billboard. 

In a petition filed April 2 in Los Angeles, 
Dana Petty asked the court to appoint a 
manager to oversee “significant decisions” 
involving the estate, the trade publication 
said. She also wants consensus among the 
three women to be required, to keep the 
daughters from rolling over her decisions. 

“Although Petitioner did everything in 
her power to treat Adria and Annakim as 
family,” the documents say, according to 
the Blast, “sadly, they, and in particular 
Adria, have repeatedly demonstrated their 
resentment over their father’s love of Peti¬ 
tioner and her role in his life.” 

Dana Petty says in the petition that Adria 
Petty’s “erratic behavior has made it ex¬ 
ceedingly — and increasingly — difficult 
to carry on business and has threatened 
the Trust’s business dealings and impor¬ 
tant relationships,” the Blast reports. 

That behavior, according to TMZ, has in¬ 
cluded hostile emails directed at members 
of Tom Petty’s band, the Heartbreakers. 

The daughters are blocking the release 
of new solo tracks that Tom Petty recorded 
25 years ago, TMZ said. Dana Petty want¬ 
ed to put them in an anniversary box-set 
re-release of the album “Wildflowers,” 
which would potentially make more than 
$1 million in royalties, the site says. 

In her own petition, Adria Petty is blam¬ 
ing Dana Petty for failing to put the rock¬ 
er’s “artistic properties” into an LLC that 
was, per Tom Petty’s will, to be divided 
equally between the three women, Bill¬ 
board reported. 

So far, a box set (“An American Trea¬ 
sure”) and a greatest-hits album (“The 
Best of Everything”) have been released. 

Tom Petty died in 2017 of an accidental 
drug overdose. 

Avicii’s first posthumous 
single, album to be released 

Avicii’s first posthumous single will 
be released this week, and a full album, 
“TIM,” will be out June 6. 

Collaborators of the Swedish DJ-pro- 
ducer said in a statement April 5 that Avi- 
cii was close to completing his new album 
before he died last April in Muscat, Oman. 
His co-writers continued to work on the 
nearly finished songs and a new single, 
“SOS,” will drop on April 20. 

Kathie Lee Gifford wraps up 
11 years with NBC's Today' 

Kathie Lee Gifford wrapped up 11 years 
with NBC’s “Today” show with laughs, 
tears and — of course — wine. 

Gifford, 65, received a standing ovation 
from the audience after rapper Flo Rida 
opened the program April 5. Co-host Hoda 
Kotb credited Gifford for their success. 

Her former “Live With Regis and Kathie 
Lee” co-host, Regis Philbin, saluted Gifford 
in a video. He said the best part of his TV 
life were the “15 years I spent with you.” 
Gifford screamed when mystery guest 
Barry Manilow appeared and joined him 
as he sang “Can’t Smile Without You.” 

Gifford plans to pursue working on 
movie and music projects in the next phase 
of her career. 

Jenna Bush Hager will join Kotb on the 
program. 
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OPINION_ 

7 ways to look at NATO age 70 



Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP 


NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg, rear center, addresses the Meeting of the 
North Atlantic Council in Foreign Ministers’ Session 1 at the U.S. State Department in 
Washington on Thursday. 

*NATO has reached the venerable age of 70. It 
should be pensioned off and replaced with security 
architecture developed to meet current challenges. f 

Doug Bandow 

NATO skeptic at Washington’s libertarian Cato Institute 


By Ishaan Tharoor 

The Washington Post 

L ast week in Washington, the 
West’s foremost military alliance 
marked its 70th anniversary. But 
it was hardly a jubilant celebra¬ 
tion. Ahead of NATO ministerial meetings 
held in the American capital, the alliance’s 
secretary-general, Jens Stoltenberg, ad¬ 
dressed a joint session of Congress on 
Wednesday with a note of concern. “We 
have to be frank,” Stoltenberg said. 
“Questions are being asked on both sides 
of the Atlantic about the strength” of the 
alliance. 

Those questions have been largely 
prompted by President Donald Trump, 
who came into the White House having 
called NATO “obsolete.” Throughout his 
presidency, he has questioned NATO’s 
relevance and bullied long-standing allies 
with threats and tariffs. 

Nevertheless, the commemoration of the 
anniversary led to dignitaries from the 
bloc’s 29 member states issuing paeans 
to the great unity and strength of the alli¬ 
ance. But as NATO turns 70, there’s little 
certain about the course of its next seven 
decades. 

■ There are obvious cracks in the alli¬ 
ance. While previous U.S. presidents have 
urged their European partners to increase 
their defense spending, Trump’s relent¬ 
less, angry insistence that Europe pay 
its fair share — that is, separately set its 
defense budgets to 2% of national GDP — 
darkened the mood surrounding the Brus¬ 
sels-based bloc. It led many in Europe to 
bemoan Trump’s transactionlike view of 
things and seeming inability to recognize 
the implicit strategic value of a pact that 
guaranteed U.S. security through the Cold 
War and supremacy thereafter. 

But at NATO meetings last week, Vice 
President Mike Pence renewed the admin¬ 
istration’s impatient messaging. “NATO 
is a mutual defense pact, not a unilateral 
security agreement,” he said, in what 
was read as a jab at Germany in particu¬ 
lar for its unwillingness to reach the 2% 
threshold. 

On the same day, in a riposte to Trump’s 
bullying diplomacy and rising national¬ 
ism in the West, the French and German 
foreign ministers unveiled at the U.N. an 
initiative aimed at bolstering “multilater¬ 
alism.” They announced plans to create 
a network of countries that would coop¬ 
erate in the fight against inequality, cli¬ 
mate change and the risks posed by new 
technologies. 

This new grouping would “show the 
world what could be the consequences of 
unilateralism and isolationism enabling 
nationalism and extremist speeches to 
flourish,” said French Foreign Minister 
Jean-Yves Le Drian, in what can only be 
read as a broadside at Trumpism. 

Another more immediate source of fric¬ 
tion in NATO centers on Turkey’s pur¬ 
chase of the Russian S-400 missile system, 
which has frustrated the U.S. The Trump 
administration recently threatened to halt 
the delivery of F-35 jets to Turkey, further 
exacerbating tensions between two osten¬ 
sible NATO allies whose relationship has 
steadily deteriorated in recent years. 

In remarks viewed by Turkish officials 
as scolding and condescending, Pence 
asked Turkey whether it wanted “to risk 
the security of that partnership by making 
reckless decisions.” 

■ Europe is falling out of love with 
America under Trump. Take, for instance, 
Germany. In a recent Pew survey, 73% 
of Germans polled viewed relations with 
America as “bad” and 47 percent of Ger¬ 
mans wanted “less cooperation” with the 


U.S. The standard line that has emerged 
from numerous European leaders is that 
the continent needs to take more responsi¬ 
bility for its collective future — a reflection 
of shifting geopolitical realities, but also of 
fears sparked by an erratic White House. 

■ Americans remain broadly in favor of 
NATO. According to a new poll conducted 
by the University of Maryland, more than 8 
in 10 Americans support NATO. Moreover, 
when posed with choices of how to face 
NATO, a significant majority disapproved 
of retreating from the alliance. 

“For both Democratic and Republican 
respondents, threatening to disengage was 
the least popular option, with only 4% of 
Democrats and 21% of Republicans saying 
that they found it to be the most convinc¬ 
ing,” my colleague Emily Tamkin wrote. 

Stoltenberg’s invitation to address Con¬ 
gress stemmed from a bipartisan con¬ 
sensus on the Hill that wholly backs the 
alliance. 

■ Trump’s rhetoric notwithstanding, 
U.S. commitment to European security 
has not fundamentally changed. The 
Trump administration, if not the president, 
has been tough on Russia and continues to 
fund initiatives to help guarantee Europe¬ 
an defense. 

“There’s this argument within the policy 
community about policies versus words,” 
Rachel Rizzo, a fellow at the Center for a 
New American Security and an expert on 
NATO, told the Atlantic, suggesting the 
president’s bark was worse than his bite. 
“Trump uses harsh words all the time. It’s 
something that we’ve gotten used to.” 

■ NATO’s critics are adamant that it 
has outlived its usefulness. Doug Bandow, 
a NATO skeptic at Washington’s libertar¬ 
ian Cato Institute, argued that the Russian 
threat is grossly overstated and that Eu¬ 
rope is entirely capable of hedging against 
it on its own. 

Beyond that, he wrote, the U.S. would be 
better off becoming “an associate member 
of NATO” and forging “new agreements 
with Europe to cooperate where interests 
coincide.” Bandow concluded: “NATO has 
reached the venerable age of 70. It should 
be pensioned off and replaced with securi¬ 
ty architecture developed to meet current 


challenges.” 

■ Whatever the case, NATO’s focus is 
extending further and further away from 
Europe. An alliance once arrayed against 
the threat of the Soviet Union may still be 
preoccupied with a far weaker adversary 
in the Kremlin but is also entangled in con¬ 
flicts in the Middle East and Afghanistan 
— with little definitive success. While the 
Trump administration tries to extract itself 
from both those theaters, the key focus of 
U.S. security policy will increasingly shift 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific as Wash¬ 
ington plots ways to check the perceived 
threat of an emboldened China. 

European officials and analysts are 
aware of the need to pivot east as well. But 
it’s hard to see what role NATO members 
such as the Netherlands or Spain, let alone 
Iceland or Slovenia, may play in strategic 
deliberations over the South China Sea. 

“Europe’s biggest worry is that in a 
world of great power competition be¬ 
tween the U.S. and China, it will be left 
by the wayside,” wrote Politico’s Matthew 
Karnitschnig. 

■ NATO’s boosters anchor their faith 
in the alliance in its past and a sense of its 
values. 

“History provides few achievements 
that compare to those seven decades of 
peace,” wrote Adm. James Stavridis, a for¬ 
mer NATO commander. “They were built 
not on the ambitions of cold-eyed leaders 
but something more noble. NATO is a pool 
of partners who ... by and large share fun¬ 
damental values — democracy, liberty, 
freedom of speech, freedom of expression, 
gender equality, and racial equality.” 

But the alliance isn’t as like-minded as 
it once may have been. Trump’s bickering 
with Western European partners laid bare 
a profound ideological rift. 

And the illiberal turn in countries such 
as Hungary and Turkey point to the fra¬ 
gility of democratic norms within the alli¬ 
ance, never mind the wider world beyond 
it. Rather than bolstering NATO’s cred¬ 
ibility, efforts to expand its membership 
to tiny countries farther east underscores 
the extent to which NATO may simply be a 
Cold War anachronism rumbling along in a 
somewhat confused 21st-century afterlife. 
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Nissan ex-chair's lawyer clarifies bail terms 


By Yuri Kageyama 

Associated. Press 

TOKYO — A lawyer for Nissan 
former Chairman Carlos Ghosn, 
who was taken back into custody 
last week, has outlined the con¬ 
ditions for his initial release on 
bail in an effort to clarify what 
he called incorrect speculation in 
the Japanese media. 

Ghosn, accused of financial 
misconduct, was arrested in No¬ 
vember but released in March. 
He was detained again on fresh 
allegations Thursday. 

It is unusual in Japan for a sus¬ 
pect who cleared bail to be ar¬ 
rested again. 

Takashi Takano listed the con¬ 
ditions in a blog post late Satur- 


By David Rising 

Associated Press 

BERLIN — Affordable hous¬ 
ing advocates in Berlin launched 
a grassroots campaign Saturday 
to force the city’s government 
into taking over nearly 250,000 
apartments worth billions from 
corporate owners to curb rising 
rents in one of Germany’s hottest 
real estate markets. 

The fight pits two philosophies 
against one another: free-market 
companies that see real estate as 
a means to profit, and housing ac¬ 
tivists who see low rents not only 
as a necessity but as central to the 
German capital’s character. 

“There need to be some rules 
here for the game — it’s a city, 
not just open land for people to 
do what they want,” said Thom¬ 
as McGath, a representative of 
the group behind the campaign, 


day. They include restricting 
Ghosn to using only one comput¬ 
er, which is in his lawyer’s office, 
and one cellphone. It’s the first 
time such conditions, set by the 
Tokyo District Court, were dis¬ 
closed in detail. 

Ghosn, 65, who led Nissan 
for two decades, has said he is 
innocent. 

The conditions also said Ghosn 
must turn over his passport, have 
a camera monitoring his apart¬ 
ment doorway and keep a record 
of his phone calls and people he 
meets besides his family and law¬ 
yers, Takano said. 

Ghosn must not flee, tamper 
with evidence or meet certain 
people, including Greg Kelly, a 


known as Expropriate Deutsche 
Wohnen & Co. “It’s not something 
that can be completely deter¬ 
mined by the market.” 

The city had been a low-rent 
mecca after the fall of the Berlin 
Wall in 1989 opened the gates to 
the economically depressed for¬ 
mer communist east of the city. 
That gave rise to an influx of art¬ 
ists and others seeking a more bo¬ 
hemian existence and prompted a 
former mayor to label it “poor but 
sexy.” 

With the return of the govern¬ 
ment from the West German 
capital of Bonn and its growing 
popularity as a high-tech and 
startup hub, the population has 
increased since 2004 from 3.39 
million to 3.6 million. 

Rents have been steadily rising 
at the same time, and even though 
the prices still lag behind those in 
other major German cities and 


Nissan Motor Co. board member 
suspected of collaborating with 
Ghosn; Nissan CEO Hiroto Saika- 
wa; and oth¬ 
ers who may 
be witnesses 
in the case, 
he said. 

The Tokyo 
District 
Court has 
approved 
his deten¬ 
tion through 
April 14. His 
legal team 
is seeking 
to overturn that, arguing he al¬ 
ready cleared the conditions for 
his release. 

The detention can be extended 


European capitals, growing gen- 
trification has been forcing many 
out of the very neighborhoods 
whose trendy vibe they created. 

“We’ve had three landlords in 
the past seven years, and the year 
before last, we were informed our 
rents are going up by between 
415 and 750 euros ($466 to $842) 
a month,” said Paul Afred Klein- 
ert, an author and translator who 
has lived in Berlin’s gritty but 
now fashionable Kreuzberg dis¬ 
trict for 33 years. 

Despite winning 15 court cases 
against their landlords in recent 
years, Kleinert said, the pressure 
on tenants keeps increasing. 

“There’s a massive sell-off 
happening in this city,” he said, 
adding that foreign real estate 
investors, in particular, seem to 
have few qualms about raising 
rents. “Entire streets have been 
purchased by Japanese, Norwe- 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


if the court approves the prosecu¬ 
tion’s request. 

Prosecutors say the latest al¬ 
legations are separate from the 
earlier charges, and Ghosn may 
tamper with evidence. 

Ghosn’s legal team argues 
that prosecutors have already 
raided Ghosn’s homes and taken 
everything. 

While prosecutors can inter¬ 
rogate Ghosn daily at the Tokyo 
Detention House, Ghosn’s time to 
work on his defense with his law¬ 
yers will become limited. 

Japan has been criticized for 
long detentions without convic¬ 
tions, dubbed “hostage justice.” 
Critics say it tends to lead to false 
confessions. 

Ghosn has been charged with 


gian or American consortiums,” 
Kleinert said. 

Still, according to the average 
monthly prices from the fourth 
quarter of 2018, $1,120 could get 
you an 860-square-foot apart¬ 
ment in Berlin, compared with 
less than 646 square feet in Mu¬ 
nich, Germany’s most expensive 
city in terms of rent. 

The campaigning group’s ar¬ 
gument invokes Article 15 of 
the German constitution, which 
provides for the “socialization” 
of “land, natural resources and 
means of production” by trans¬ 
ferring it to public ownership. 
It’s never been used before, but 
in principle it should apply, said 
Christian Pestalozza, a constitu¬ 
tional and public law professor at 
Berlin’s Free University. 

“With Article 15, I would say 
the path is probably open,” he 
said. 


falsifying securities documents 
and with having Nissan shoulder 
personal investment losses. The 
latest allegations center on Ghosn 
diverting a portion of money paid 
by a Nissan subsidiary to a deal¬ 
ership business in Oman. 

Ghosn says the compensation, 
which was for his retirement, was 
never decided or paid, the invest¬ 
ment losses were never suffered 
and the payments were for legiti¬ 
mate services. 

The date for his trial has not 
been set and is likely to be months 
away. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (April 8).$1.1533 

Dollar buys (April 8).€0.8671 

British pound (April 8).$1.34 

Japanese yen (April 8).109.00 

South Korean won (April 8).1,108.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3029 

Canada (Dollar).1.3390 

China (Yuan).6.7179 

Denmark (Krone).6.6556 

Egypt (Pound).17.3135 

Euro.$1.1218/0.8915 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8496 

Hungary (Forint).286.33 

Israel (Shekel).3.5772 

Japan (Yen).111.71 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3047 

Norway (Krone).8.6118 

Philippines (Peso).52.08 

Poland (Zloty).3.82 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7512 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3549 

South Korea (Won).1,137.37 

Switzerland (Franc).1.0000 

Thailand (Baht).31.91 

Turkey (Lira).5.6300 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.41 

3-month bill.2.38 

30-year bond.2.91 


Berlin housing activists campaign to fight rising rents 



Ghosn 



TUESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 



73/68 


The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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I’ve moved my mufii^ & 
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pkofcofi of everytking elfie I 
owned to tke <doud. 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Witty one 
4 Brings in 
9 Rail 

12 Mess up 

13 Unconventional 

14 Quarterback 
Manning 

15 Airhead 

17 Heavy weight 

18 Verily 

19 Made finer, 
as flour 

21 Rope parts 

24 “Holy —I" 

25 Prefix with gram 
or center 

26 Spasm 

28 Picture puzzle 
31 Towering 
33 “Eureka!” 

35 Nickelodeon’s 
“Explorer” 

36 Politico 
Stevenson 

38 Branch 

40 Klutz 

41 Village People hit 
43 Place of worship 
45 Thief 

47 Equal (Pref.) 

48 Terre Haute sch. 

49 Inflatable 
pool toy 

54 Prof’s degree 

55 Point of view 


4-8 CRYPTOQUIP 

ETSI EZLQN KZL YSQQ 

SYIXHUU IZRQPW PJ THX TZRH 

EHXH ZW S WSXXZE UPNH 

XZSN? QPQK ZJ ITH SQQHK. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN THE FLEA 
MARKET OFFERED FREE LOW-QUALITY 
AQUARIUMS, A HUGE SIGN SAID “TANKS FOR 
NOTHING!” 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals W 


56 Noon, on a 
sundial 

57 Blue 

58 Portals 

59 Moray, for one 

DOWN 

1 Entanglement 

2 “Entourage” 
character 

3 Spike’s warning 

4 Actor De Niro 

5 Turkey is 
part of it 

6 — glance 


21 Greek salad 
cheese 

22 Apple tablet 

23 Melville sailor 
27 Dance syllable 

29 Russian river 

30 Ump’s call 
32 Gentle soul 
34 Newspaper 

piece 

37 Headache aid 
39 Fits together 
42 Where the 
action is 
44 Unruly group 


7 Spectrum creator 45 Tears 

8 Soon-to-be grad 46 Job-safety org. 


9 Cartoon vamp 

10 Medicinal plant 

11 Peel 

16 Coloring agent 
20 Skedaddled 


50 Literary rep 

51 Chopping tool 

52 Fish story 

53 Dogpatch 
adjective 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Auto racing 


Alsco 300 

NASCAR Xfinity 
Saturday 

At Bristol Motor Speedway 
Bristol, Tenn. 

Lap length: 0.53 miles 
Starting position in parentheses 

1. (8) Christopher Bell, Toyota, 300 
laps. 

2. (2) Tyler Reddick, Chevrolet, 300. 

3. (1) Cole Custer, Ford, 300. 

4. (3) Chase Briscoe, Ford, 300. 

5. (10) John Flunter Nemechek, Chevro¬ 
let, 300. 

6. (4) Austin Cindric, Ford, 300. 

7. (11) Justin Haley, Chevrolet, 300. 

8. (9) Michael Annett, Chevrolet, 300. 

9. (7) Noah Gragson, Chevrolet, 300. 

10. (5) Harrison Burton, Toyota, 300. 

11. (16) Zane Smith, Chevrolet, 300. 

12. (14) Ryan Sieg, Chevrolet, 299. 


1 Pro soccer 


■ Golf 

1 College baseball 1 

MLS 

Earthquakes 3, Timber 0 

Texas Open 

Saturday’s scores 


13. (15) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet, 


299. 


h Bilicki, Chevrolet, ignition 


Columbus 
Toronto FC 
D.C. United 
Philadelphia 
Orlando City 
Cincinnati 
Montreal 
Chicago 
New York 
New England 1 
New York City FC 0 
Atlanta 


13 7 

10 12 5 

10 9 5 

10 9 7 


4 6 6 

4 5 10 

4 8 


0 12 9 6 

10 10 5 

10 10 7 

9 11 8 

7 11 4 

14 1 4 5 13 

1 4 0 3 5 14 


14. (13) Brandon Jones, Toyota, 298. 

15. (19) Gray Gaulding, Chevrolet, 297. 

16. (21) Ray Black II, Chevrolet, 296. 

17. (20) Timmy Hill, Toyota, 294. 

18. (23) BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, 294. 

19. (25) Josh Williams, Chevrolet, 293. 

20. (18) Chad Finchum, Toyota, 292. 

21. (31) Matt Mills, Chevrolet, 292. 

22. (26) Garrett Smithley, Chevrolet, 
>92. 

23. (22) Brandon Brown, Chevrolet, 291. 

24. (30) Vinnie Miller, Chevrolet, 291. 

25. (32) David Starr, Chevrolet, 289. 

26. (28) Tommy Joe Martins, Toyota, 
>88. 

27. (27) Joey Gase, Toyota, 286. 


28. (24) Kyle Weatherman, Chevrolet, 
284. 

29. (34) Mike Harmon, Chevrolet, 272. 

30. (6) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet, acci¬ 
dent, 227. 

31. (17) Alex Labbe, Chevrolet, rear 
gear, 193. 

32. (36) Stephen Leicht, Chevrolet, - 
diator, 190. 

33. (12) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 
cident, 41. 

34. (37) Jeff Green, Chevrolet, accident, 
40. 

35. (33) Morgan Shepherd, Chevrolet, 
water pump, 13 

36. (29) Josh 

12 . 

37. (35) John Jackson, Toyota, suspen¬ 
sion, 9. 

Average Speed of Winner: 91.328 mph. 

Time of Race: 1 hour, 45 minutes, 3 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 0.906 seconds. 

Caution Flags: 4 for 40 laps. 

Lead Changes: 11 among 5 drivers. 

Lap Leaders: C. Custer 1-25; T. Reddick 
26-84; J. Allgaier 85-90; T. Reddick 91; J. 
Allgaier 92-171; T. Reddick 172; J. Allgaier 
173-202; C. Bell 203; J. Allgaier 204-225; 
C. Bell 226-263; B. Jones 264-282; C. Bell 
283-300. 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 
Lead, Laps Led): Justin Allgaier 4 times 
for 138 laps; Tyler Reddick 3 times for 61 
laps; Christopher Bell 3 times for 57 laps; 
Cole Custer 1 time for 25 laps; Brandon 
Jones 1 time for 19 laps. 


Volvo Car Open 

Saturday 

At Charleston, S.C. 

Purse: $823,000 (Premier) 
Surface: Green Clay-Outdoor 

Semifinals 

Caroline Wozniacki (5), Denmark, def. 
Petra Martic (16), Croatia, 6-3, 6-4. 

Madison Keys (8), United States, def. 
Monica Puig, Puerto Rico, 6-4, 6-0. 


Semifinals 

Anna-Lena Groenefeld, Germany, and 
Alicja Rosolska (4), Poland, def. Anna- 
Lena Freidsam, Germany, and Sara Sor- 
ribes Tormo, Spain, 6-1, 6-2. 

Irina Khromacheva and Veronika Ku- 
dermetova, Russia, def. Lucie Hradecka, 
Czech Republic, and Andreja Klepac (2), 
Slovenia, 6-3, 6-3. 

Monterrey Open 
Saturday 

At Monterrey, Mexico 

Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

Semifinals 

Magdalena Rybarikova (8), Slovakia, 
def. Garbine Muguruza (2), Spain, 6-2, 6- 


0 2 2 2 2 6 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

5 0 1 16 19 5 


Los Angeles FC 
Seattle 
LA Galaxy 

Houston j u i 

FC Dallas 3 2 1 

Minnesota United 3 2 0 

Sporting KC 2 1 1 

Real Salt Lake 
San Jose 
Colorado 
Vancouver 

Portland u 4 i i s is 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Friday's game 

LA Galaxy 2, Vancouver 0 
Saturday’s games 
Montreal 0, New York City FC 0, tie 
Chicago 2, Toronto FC 2, tie 
Los Angeles FC 4, D.C. United 0 
Minnesota United 2, New York 1 
Columbus 1, New England 0 
Orlando City 4, Colorado 3 
Philadelphia 2, FC Dallas 1 
San Jose 3, Portland 0 
Seattle 1, Real Salt Lake 0 
Sunday’s game 

Sporting Kansas City at Cincinnati 
Tuesday, April 9 
Montreal at D.C. United 

Wednesday, April 10 
Seattle at Colorado 

Friday, April 12 
Vancouver at Chicago 

Saturday, April 13 
Columbus at Montreal 
San Jose at Houston 
Toronto FC at Seattle 
New York City FC at Minnesota United 
Atlanta at New England 
Portland at FC Dallas 
D.C. United at Colorado 
Orlando City at Real Salt Lake 
Cincinnati at Los Angeles FC 
Philadelphia at LA Galaxy 

Saturday 

LAFC 4, DC United 0 

Los Angeles FC 3 1—4 

D.C. United 0 0-0 

First half-1, Los Angeles FC, Vela, 7 
(Diomande), 16th minute; 2, Los Angeles 
FC, Rossi, 4 (Vela), 27th; 3, Los Angeles 
FC, Rossi, 5 (Kaye), 32nd. 

Second half—4, Los Angeles FC, Rossi, 
6 (Ramirez), 76th. 

Goalies—Los Angeles FC, Tyler Miller, 
Pablo Sisniega; D.C. United, Bill Hamid, 
Chris Seitz. 

Yellow Cards—D.C. United, Moreno, 
54th; Brillant, 64th; Rodriguez, 88th. 

Red Cards—D.C. United, Rooney, 52nd. 
A—20,600. 

Fire 2, Toronto FC 2 

Chicago 1 1—2 

Toronto 1 1—2 

First half—1, Toronto, Altidore, 3 (Po- 

zuelo), 31st minute; 2, Chicago, Sapong, 
3 (Gutjahr), 45th. 

Second half—3, Chicago, Nikolic, 1 
(Katai), 62nd; 4, Toronto, Osorio, 1 (Alti¬ 
dore), 76th. 

Goalies—Chicago, David Ousted, Ste¬ 
fan Cleveland; Toronto, Alex Bono, Quen¬ 
tin Westberg. 

Yellow Cards—Chicago, Katai, 37th; 
Nikolic, 52nd; Mihailovic, 56th; Schwein- 
steiger, 81st. Toronto, Laryea, 37th; Pozu- 
elo, 57th. 

A—26,256. 


Semifinals 

Monique Adamczak and Jessica 
Moore, Australia, def. Ana Bogdan and 
Elena-Gabriela Ruse, Romania, 6-7 (2), 
6-3, 10-5. 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Assigned RHP 
Matt Wotherspoon outright to Norfolk 
(IL). 

BOSTON RED SOX - Placed INF/OF 
Brock Holt and LHP Brian Johnson on the 
10-day IL. Recalled INF/OF Tzu-Wei Lin 
and RHP Marcus Walden from Pawtucket 
(IL). 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Sent 2B Jason 
Kipnis to Columbus (IL) for a rehab as¬ 
signment. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Sent OF JaCoby 
Jones and RHP Drew VerHagen to Lake¬ 
land (FSL) for rehab assignments. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Designated IB 
Tyler Austin for assignment. Selected 
the contract of RHP Chase De Jong from 
Rochester (IL). 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Optioned INF 
Thairo Estrada to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 
(IL). Selected the contract of INF Giovan- 
ny Urshela from Scranton/Wilkes-Barre. 
Transferred SS Didi Gregorius to the 60- 
day IL. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Placed 
3B Jake Lamb on the 10-day IL, retroac¬ 
tive to Thursday. Recalled SS lldemarco 
Vargas from Reno (PCL). 


Portland 0 0—0 

San Jose 3 0—3 

First half—1, San Jose, Salinas, 1 (Espi¬ 
noza), 15th minute; 2, San Jose, Hoesen, 
1, 33rd; 3, San Jose, Espinoza, 2 (Godoy), 
34th. 

Goalies—Portland, Jeff Attinella, 
Steve Clark; San Jose, Daniel Vega, An¬ 
drew Tarbell. 

Yellow Cards—San Jose, Lopez, 28th; 
Eriksson, 36th; Cummings, 55th. Port¬ 
land, Mabiala, 26th. 

A-16,233. 

Crew 1, Revolution 0 

New England 0 0—0 

Columbus 1 0—1 

First half—1, Columbus, Williams, 1 
(Higuain), 42nd minute. 

Goalies—New England, Cody Cropper, 
Matt Turner; Columbus, Zack Steffen, 
Joe Bendik. 

Yellow Cards—Columbus, Mensah, 
20th; Higuain, 54th. New England, Manci- 
enne, 9th; Agudelo, 45th; Anibaba, 65th. 
A-10,942. 

Union 2, FC Dallas 1 

Dallas 1 0-1 

Philadelphia 0 2—2 

First half-1, Dallas, Ziegler, 2, 10th 
minute. 

Second half—2, Philadelphia, Burke, 1, 
85th; 3, Philadelphia, Bedoya, 1 (llsinho), 
90th. 

Goalies—Dallas, Jimmy Maurer, Kyle 
Zobeck; Philadelphia, Andre Blake, Car¬ 
los Miguel. 

Yellow Cards—Philadelphia, Fabian, 
10th. Dallas, Ziegler, 85th. 

A-15,844. 

Orlando City 4, Rapids 3 

Colorado 1 2—3 

Orlando 2 2—4 

First half—1, Colorado, Kamara, 3, 9th 
minute; 2, Orlando, Nani, 1 (Moutinho), 
31st; 3, Orlando, Akindele, 2, 33rd. 

Second half—4, Colorado, Mezquida, 
1 (Bassett), 61st; 5, Colorado, Bassett, 1 
(Feilhaber), 71st; 6, Orlando, Mueller, 2 
(Rowe), 81st; 7, Orlando, Nani, 2 (penalty 
kick), 89th. 

Goalies—Colorado, Tim Howard, Clint 
Irwin; Orlando, Brian Rowe, Adam Grin- 

Yellow Cards—Colorado, Kamara, 
40th. 

A—22,450. 

Impact 0, NYCFC 0 

Montreal 0 0—0 

New York City 0 0-0 

Goalies—Montreal, Evan Bush, Clem¬ 
ent Diop; New York City, Sean Johnson, 
Brad Stuver. 

Yellow Cards—Montreal, Novillo, 60th; 
Piette, 63rd; Sagna, 72nd. New York City, 
Matarrita, 32nd; Sands, 90th. 

Red Cards—Montreal, Urruti, 70th. 

A-19,353. 

Sounders 1, Real Salt Lake 0 

Real Salt Lake 0 0-0 

Seattle 1 0-1 

First half—1, Seattle, Lodeiro, 2 

(Roldan), 18th minute. 

Goalies—Real Salt Lake, Nick Riman- 
do, Andrew Putna; Seattle, Stefan Frei, 
Bryan Meredith. 

Yellow Cards—Seattle, Roldan, 73rd; 
Leerdam, 78th. Real Salt Lake, Silva, 
83rd. 

A—37,722. 

Minn. United 2, Red Bulls 1 

Minnesota 1 1—2 

New York 0 1-1 

First half—1, Minnesota, Danladi, 1 

(Rodriguez), 34th minute. 

Second half—2, Minnesota, Ibarra, 2, 
50th; 3, New York, Casseres Jr, 1, 70th. 

Goalies—Minnesota, Vito Mannone, 
Bobby Shuttleworth; New York, Luis Ro¬ 
bles, Ryan Meara. 


ATLANTA BRAVES - Optioned RHP 
Shane Carle to Gwinnett (IL). Reinstated 
RHP Kevin Gausman from the 10-day IL. 

CHICAGO CUBS - Designated RHP 
Jen-Ho Tseng for assignment. Placed 


Kyle Ryan from Iowa. Selected the 
tract of RHP Allen Webster from Iowa. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Agreed to 
terms with German Monuez on a five- 
year contract. Sent RHP Antonio Senza- 
tela to Albuquerque (PCL) for a rehab 
assignment. Recalled INF Josh Fuentes 
from Albuquerque. Placed INF Ryan Mc¬ 
Mahon on the 10-day IL. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Sent RHP 
Jeremy Jeffress to San Antonio (PCL) for 
a rehab assignment. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Signed OF 
Michael Reed to a minor league con- 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Assigned 
F Josh Dickinson from Colorado (AHL) to 
Utah (ECHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Assigned F Mi¬ 
chael Amadio to Ontario (AHL). 

COLLEGE 

TENNESSEE TECH - Named John Pel- 
phrey men’s basketball coach. 


PGA Tour 
Saturday 

At TPC San Antonio (AT&T Oaks) 

San Antonio 
Purse: $7.5 million 
Yardage: 7,435; Par: 72 
Third Round 

Si Woo Kim 66-66-69-201 -15 

Corey Conners 69-67-66—202 -14 

Charley Hoffman 71-68-64-203 -13 

Scott Brown 71-67-67-205 -11 

Jhonattan Vegas 67-71-67-205 -11 

Kyoung-Hoon Lee 69-67-69—205 -11 

Danny Lee 68-72-66-206 -10 

Adam Schenk 70-66-70-206 -10 

Matt Kuchar 69-71-67-207 ‘ 

Ryan Moore 68-70-69-207 

Brian Stuard 67-70-70-207 

Lucas Glover 72-70-66—208 

Jimmy Walker 70-69-69-208 

Hank Lebioda 68-70-70-208 

Jason Kokrak 70-73-65-208 

J. De Jesus Rodriguez 71-70-68-209 

Brendan Steele 70-72-67-209 

Scottie Scheffler 71-68-70-209 

Peter Malnati 71-68-70-209 

Rory Sabbatini 69-68-72-209 

Rickie Fowler 68-68-73-209 

Harold Varner III 70-66-73-209 

Jordan Spieth 68-68-73-209 

Aaron Baddeley 71-70-69-210 

Mackenzie Hughes 70-71-69—210 

Kevin Streelman 72-69-69-210 

Ollie Schniederjans 70-71-69-210 

Fabian Gomez 73-67-70—210 

Andrew Putnam 72-70-68—210 

Martin Laird 74-68-68-210 

Max Homa 68-74-68-210 

Jim Furyk 70-72-68-210 

Sungjae Im 73-69-68—210 

Beau Hossler 69-70-71-210 

Abraham Ancer 67-72-71-210 

Graeme McDowell 69-69-72—210 

Scott Stallings 68-69-73-210 

Byeong Hun An 69-68-73—210 

Joel Dahmen 70-73-67-210 

Joost Luiten 72-69-70-211 

Zack Fischer 71-69-71-211 

Jonas Blixt 72-70-69-211 

Jim Knous 70-67-74-211 

Matt Jones 69-68-74-211 

Cameron Tringale 69-74-68—211 

Nick Taylor 69-72-71-212 

Sam Ryder 73-66-73-212 

Wyndham Clark 69-73-70-212 

Richy Werenski 72-71-69-212 

Josh Teater 69-68-75-212 

Dylan Frittelli 71-72-69-212 

HaoTong Li 70-70-73-213 

Adam Svensson 73-69-71—213 

Russell Henley 71-72-70-213 

Martin Kaymer 72-71-70-213 

Tony Finau 72-71-70-213 

Kristoffer Ventura 71-72-70-213 

Sam Burns 72-69-73-214 

K. J. Choi 73-69-72-214 

Ernie Els 71-69-74-214 

Kyle Stanley 70-70-74-214 

Roberto Diaz 68-71-75-214 

Sung Kang 70-73-71-214 

Sam Saunders 72-71-71—214 

Kyle Jones 76-67-71-214 

LPGA-ANA Inspiration 

Saturday 

At Mission Hills CC 
(Dinah Shore Tournament Course) 
Rancho Mirage, Calif. 

Purse: $3 million 
Yardage: 6,763; Par: 72 
Third Round 
a-denotes amateur 

Jin Young Ko 69-71-68-208 -! 

In-Kyung Kim 71-65-73-209 - 

Mi Hyang Lee 70-73-68-211 -! 

Danielle Kang 72-69-70-211 -! 

Alena Sharp 76-70-67-213 

Jeongeun Lee6 71-71-71-213 -: 

Katherine Kirk 71-68-74-213 -: 

Angel Yin 71-74-69-214 -; 

Stacy Lewis 71-73-70-214 

Xiyu Lin 70-74-70-214 

Brooke M. Henderson 71-72-71-214 
Jessica Korda 70-73-71-214 -: 

Sung Hyun Park 71-70-73-214 

Ally McDonald 68-72-74-214 

AyakoUehara 75-72-68-215 - 

HyoJooKim 69-76-70-215 - 

Brittany Lincicome 75-69-71-215 - 

Carlota Ciganda 72-72-71-215 - 

Mo Martin 71-73-71-215 - 

Jenny Shin 72-71-72-215 - 

Alison Lee 71-72-72-215 - 

Amy Yang 70-72-73-215 - 

Charley Hull 72-69-74-215 - 

JingYan 70-71-74-215 - 

Lexi Thompson 69-72-74-215 - 

Sandra Gal^ 74-73-69-216 I 

Minjee Lee 73-74-69-216 I 

Yu Liu 73-73-70-216 I 

Anna Nordqvist 73-71-72-216 I 

Lizette Salas 70-73-73-216 I 

Megan Khang 71-75-71-217 + 

Jaye Marie Green 74-71-72-217 + 

Hee Young Park 71-74-72-217 + 

Gaby Lopez 71-74-72-217 + 

Linnea Strom 69-76-72-217 + 

Lauren Stephenson 70-74-73-217 +: 

Sakura Yokomine 76-73-69-218 +: 

Jiyai Shin 75-74-69-218 +: 

Jacqui Concolino 74-75-69-218 +; 

Moriya Jutanugarn 74-73-71-218 +: 

Ryann O’Toole 73-74-71-218 +: 

Madelene Sagstrom 72-75-71-218 +: 

Kristen Gillman 74-71-73-218 +: 

Nasa Hataoka 73-72-73-218 +: 

Chella Choi 72-73-73-218 +: 

Jennifer Song 73-71-74-218 +: 

Morgan Pressel 76-70-73-219 +: 

Eun-Hee Ji 72-73-74-219 +: 

Lydia Ko 70-75-74-219 +: 

Wei-Ling Hsu 73-76-71-220 +. 

Pornanong Phatlum 77-71-72-220 +■ 

a-Patty Tavatanakit 75-73-72-220 +■ 

Brittany Altomare 76-71-73-220 +. 

Caroline Masson 73-74-73-220 +■ 

Mariajo Uribe 72-74-74-220 +■ 

Ariya Jutanugarn 75-70-75-220 +■ 

Georgia Hall 74-70-76-220 +■ 

Jodi Ewart Shadoff 73-70-77-220 +. 


EAST 

Albany 5, UMass-Lowell 2 
Brown 11, Cornell 3 
Bryant 13, Fairleigh Dickinson 0 
Canisius 9, Quinnipiac 2 
CCSU 5, Niagara 4 

Chestnut Hill 7-4, University of the Sci¬ 
ences 6-1 

Columbia 8, Princeton 2 
Dayton 8, St. Bonaventure 0 
Fairfield 6, Siena 4,12 innings 
Fordham 2, Saint Joseph’s 0 
Hartford 9, Stony Brook 5 
Harvard 10, Yale 8 
Lafayette 11, Bucknell 3 
Lehigh 13, Army 6 

LIU Brooklyn 5-3, Mount St. Mary’s 1-5 
Maine 2-1, UMBC 1-4 
Manhattan 5-5, Iona 2-0 
Marist 6, Monmouth 5,11 innings 
Navy 3, Holy Cross 1 
Northeastern 5, Hofstra 1 
Old Westbury 10-3, N.Y. Maritime 1-0 
Point Park 17-10, Brescia 2-1 
Rhode Island 4, Richmond 3,10 innings 
Rider 7, St. Peter’s 0 
UMass 7, Saint Louis 6 
Villanova 6, Seton Hall 5 
VCU 9, La Salle 6 
Wagner 7, Sacred Heart 4 
SOUTH 

Alabama St. 5-12, MVSU 4-2 

Alcorn St. 8, Alabama A&M 4 

Arkansas 8, Auburn 0 

SC Aiken 11, Augusta 3 

Bethune-Cookman 13, Savannah St. 0 

Blue Mountain 18-12, Loyola (NO) 4-0 

Bryan 12, Union (Ky.) 6 

Campbell 10, Gardner-Webb 5 

Coastal Carolina 9, South Alabama 4 

Duke 2, Pittsburgh 0 

E. Kentucky 9, Ausin Peay 3 

Erskine 4-3, Barton 2-9 

Faulkner 9, Mobile 1 

FAU 9, Charlotte 6 

Furman 10, UNC Greensboro 3 

George Washington 16, George Mason 


0-9 

Jackson St. 10, Rust 2 
Jacksonville 10, North Florida 8 
Kentucky Christian 9, Cumberlands 
(Ky.) 0, forfeit 

Longwood 3, Charleston Southern 2 
Md.-Eastern Shore 3, Coppin St. 2 
Mercer 10, The Citadel 3 
Milligan 12, Bluefield 2 
Morehead St. 11, SIU Edwardsville 9 
NC Central 10, Davidson 9 
Norfolk St. 7, Delaware St. 3 
Piedmont 5, Johnson 3 
Presbyterian 6, UNC Asheville 2 
Radford 3, S.C. Upstate 1 
St. Thomas (Fla.) 5, Webber Interna¬ 
tional 1 

Samford 6, UT Martin 3 
Southeastern (Fla.) 14, Florida Memo¬ 
rial 3 

Southern Miss. 4, Marshall 3 
VMI 7, ETSU 6 
W. Carolina 4, Wofford 3 
William Carey 5, Stillman 0 
Winthrop 7, High Point 1 
MIDWEST 

Benedictine (Kan.) 8, Baker 6 
Bradley 10, Robert Morris-Springfield 0 
Butler 11, St. John’s 7 
Cent. Michigan 5, Ball St. 0 
Clarke 6-2, Viterbo 0-1 
Concordia (Mich.) 10, Northwestern 
Ohio 0 

Concordia (Neb.) 4-5, Doane 3-4 
Dakota Wesleyan 10, Northwestern 
(Iowa) 7 

Evansville 11, Dallas Baptist 5 
Grace 9, St. Francis (Ind.) 8 
Graceland (Iowa) 5, Culver-Stockton 2 
Grand View 5-1, Mount Mercy 3-7 
Illinois 5, Maryland 1 
Illinois St. 12, Valparaiso 6 
Indiana 5Penn St. 3 

Indiana Southeast 4, Indiana Kokomo 3 
Indiana Wesleyan 13, Goshen 0 
Judson 6, Calumet 5 
Madonna 6, Indiana Tech 5 
Marian (Ind.) 5, Bethel (Ind.) 1 
Miami (Ohio) 3, Toledo 2 
Michigan-Dearborn 11, Aquinas (Mich.) 

MidAm Nazarene 4, Central Methodist 

1 

Milwaukee 15, Oakland 1 
Missouri St. 13, S. Illinois 4 
Missouri Valley 7, Evangel (Mo.) 3 


Olivet Nazarene 1, St. Francis (III.) 0 
Omaha 9, S. Dakota St. 4 
Ottawa (Kan.) 9, Bethany (Kan.) 5 
Robert Morris-Chicago 3, St. Ambrose 

1 

Roosevelt 9, Indiana South Bend 3 
Shawnee St. 13, Lindsey Wilson 2 
Taylor 16, Spring Arbor 4 
W. Illinois 7, Oral Roberts 3 
William Penn 8-11, Peru St. 1-9 
Xavier 9, Georgetown 4 

SOUTHWEST 

Cent. Arkansas 5, McNeese 1 
Ecclesia 5, Crowley’s Ridge 3 
Grambling St. 7, Texas Southern 2 
Lyon 8, Park 1 

Prairie View 4, Ark.-Pine Bluff 3 
Science & Arts (Okla.) at Bacone, ppd. 
Texas A&M-CC 6, Houston Baptist 2 
Texas College 18, Houston-Victoria 11 
Texas Rio Grande Valley 5, Chicago St. 

Texas Wesleyan at Mid-Am Christian, 
PPd. 

Williams Baptist 9, Lindenwood-Bel- 
leville 8 

FAR WEST 

Arizona 14, Washington 2 

San Jose St. 8, New Mexico 3 

The Master’s 10, Bethesda (Calif.) 0 
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Kadena looks solid 
after Petty results 


By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— Christian Tsirlis is just a few 
months away from attending the 
University of South Carolina on 
ROTC scholarship. 

His sophomore sister, Madilyn, 
is an equal number of months 
shy of moving to a new home at 
Marine Corps Air Station Cherry 
Point, N.C. 

Before they leave, though, the 
Kadena track and field siblings 
say they have some unfinished 
business to take care of — such 
as Saturday, when they anchored 
the Panthers’ 1,600-meter relay 
teams to victory in the 15th Alva 
W. “Mike” Petty Memorial Meet. 

Kadena won both the boys and 
girls team titles, the boys 124V2- 
57V2 and the girls 69-53 over Ku- 
basaki. And the Tsirlis siblings 
say they hope for the same at next 
month’s Far East meet at Yokota. 

“It would be great,” Madilyn 
Tsirlis said. 

They are what coach Doyle 
Robertson calls a rare pair of 
athletes willing to run the 400 
meters, which many coaches call 
a “tweener,” not a full-out sprint, 
but also not a long-distance race, 
with its own unique training 
methods. 

When a coach finds not just 
one, but two who want to run the 
400, it’s a big burden removed 
from the shoulders of the coach, 
Robertson said. 

“Having kids who are willing 
to do it and ready to be coached, 
it’s a huge relief,” Robertson said. 
“The last thing you want to do is 
beg an athlete” to run a particu¬ 
lar event. 

Christian runs the 300 hurdles, 
400 and 1,600 relay, and also does 
the long jump. Madilyn does only 
two events, the 400 and 1,600 
relay. They both say much of the 
400 game is mental. 

“It’s all in your mind,” Chris¬ 
tian Tsirlis said. “You have to 


keep a positive frame of mind. It’s 
a very strategic race.” 

“If you get down on yourself, 
you won’t do well,” Madilyn Tsir¬ 
lis said. 

Christian Tsirlis finished sec¬ 
ond in the 400 to teammate Eric 
McCarter, who was running the 
race for the first time. McCarter 
said the event is “a little differ¬ 
ent” from what he’s used to, the 
100, 200 and the 400 relay, in 
which he runs the anchor leg. 

“I had to conserve energy 
more” at the start of the race,” 
McCarter said after clocking 
52.42 to Tsirlis’ 54.44. When Mc¬ 
Carter got to the race’s halfway 
point, “I kicked it a little and ran 
it like the 200 the rest of the way,” 
he said. 

Robertson said he and his 
coaching staff were trying to 
determine whether McCarter 
would run the 400. Now that he 
has, Robertson said he feels Mc¬ 
Carter can run the event in under 
50 seconds. 

McCarter’s time was 1.04 sec¬ 
onds slower than tjat of Pacific’s 
leader Quintin Metcalf of Hum¬ 
phreys. “We could end up see¬ 
ing a rivalry between those two,” 
Robertson said. “He (McCarter) 
doesn’t like playing from behind; 
he always wants to be first.” 

This Petty meet was the small¬ 
est in terms of teams since the 
inaugural meet in 2003. Only 
five teams competed — the lone 
off-island entrant being Morrison 
Academy of Taiwan. 

Other multiple winners Sat¬ 
urday included Kadena senior 
Uriah Morris, who won the shot 
put and discus; Morrison’s James 
Cummings, the high jump and 
long jump winner; Kadena senior 
Trevor Williams, who won the 
1,600 and 3,200; Kadena junior 
Christee Dervil, the 100 and 200 
winner; and Kubasaki senior Jai- 
dah Davis, who swept the 100 and 
300 hurdles. 

ornauer.dave@stripes.com 
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Kadena sophomore Madilyn Tsirlis heads down the home stretch of 
the 1,600 relay, which the Panthers won on Saturday. 
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Brooklyn Nets guard D’Angelo Russell drives against the Bucks 
during the second half of Saturday’s game in Milwaukee. Russell had 
25 points and 10 assists in the Nets’ 133-128 victory. 

Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

W L Pet GB 

z-Milwaukee 59 21 .738 - 

y-Toronto 56 24 .700 3 

x-Philadelphia 50 30 .625 9 

x-Boston 48 32 .600 11 

x-lndiana 47 33 .588 12 

Orlando 40 40 .500 19 

Brooklyn 40 40 .500 19 

Detroit 39 40 .494 19V4 

Miami 38 41 .481 20'/2 

Charlotte 37 42 .468 21V4 

Washington 32 48 .400 27 

Atlanta 29 51 .363 30 

Chicago 22 58 .275 37 

Cleveland 19 61 .238 40 

New York 15 64 .190 43Vz 

Western Conference 

W L Pet GB 

y-Golden State 55 24 .696 - 

y-Denver 53 26 .671 2 

y-Houston 52 28 .650 3V4 

x-Portland 50 29 .633 5 

x-utah 49 30 .620 6 

x-L.A. Clippers 47 33 .588 8 V 2 

x-OklahomaCity 46 33 .582 9 

x-San Antonio 46 34 .575 9V4 

Sacramento 39 41 .488 1614 

Minnesota 36 43 .456 19 

L.A. Lakers 36 44 .450 1914 

Memphis 32 47 .405 23 

New Orleans 32 48 .400 2314 

Dallas 31 48 .392 24 

Phoenix 19 61 .238 3614 

Friday’s games 
Charlotte 113, Toronto 111 
Orlando 149, Atlanta 113 
San Antonio 129, Washington 112 
Boston 117, Indiana 97 
Houston 120, New York 96 
Minnesota 111, Miami 109 
Oklahoma City 123, Detroit 110 
Memphis 122, Dallas 112 
Utah 119, Sacramento 98 
Phoenix 133, New Orleans 126, OT 
Denver 119, Portland 110 
Golden State 120, Cleveland 114 
L.A. Lakers 122, L.A. Clippers 117 
Saturday’s games 
Brooklyn 133, Milwaukee 128 
Philadelphia 116, Chicago 96 
Sunday’s games 
Miami at Toronto 
San Antonio at Cleveland 
Oklahoma City at Minnesota 
Charlotte at Detroit 
Brooklyn at Indiana 
Dallas at Memphis 
Atlanta at Milwaukee 
Phoenix at Houston 
Orlando at Boston 
Washington at New York 
L.A. Clippers at Golden State 
Denver at Portland 
New Orleans at Sacramento 
Utah at L.A. Lakers 

Monday’s games 
No games scheduled. 

Tuesday’s games 
Boston at Washington 
Charlotte at Cleveland 
Memphis at Detroit 
Philadelphia at Miami 
Golden State at New Orleans 
New York at Chicago 
Toronto at Minnesota 
Phoenix at Dallas 
Denver at Utah 
Houston at Oklahoma City 
Portland at L.A. Lakers 


Saturday 

76ers 116, Bulls 96 

PHILADELPHIA - Harris 6-14 4-6 
16, Scott 1-3 0-0 3, Embiid 9-16 2-6 20, 
B.Simmons 6-10 2-5 14, Redick 8-12 3-3 
23, Bolden 4-7 0-0 11, Marjanovic 4-5 2-3 
10, Monroe 4-5 1-1 9, McConnell 3-6 1-2 
7, Smith 1-6 0-0 3, Milton 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 
46-88 15-26 116. 

CHICAGO - Harrison 3-6 0-0 8, Selden 
2-7 0-0 4, Lopez 4-6 0-0 8, Lemon Jr. 4-16 
0-0 8, Alkins 2-7 2-2 7, J.Sampson 11-17 6-7 
29, FeliciO 2-5 1-2 5, Arcidiacono 3-8 0-0 7, 
Luwawu-Cabarrot 5-12 3-414, B.Sampson 
2-5 0-0 6. Totals 38-89 12-15 96. 
Philadelphia 24 33 29 30-116 

Chicago 20 29 19 28- 96 

Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 9-27 
(Redick 4-7, Bolden 3-4, Scott 1-3, Smith 
1-5, Marjanovic 0-1, Harris 0-2, Milton 0-2, 
Embiid 0-3), Chicago 8-25 (Harrison 2-2, 
B.Sampson 2-2, Alkins 1-2, Arcidiacono 
1-3, J.Sampson 1-5, Luwawu-Cabarrot 
1-6, Lopez 0-1, Selden 0-2, Lemon Jr. 0- 
2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Phil¬ 
adelphia 54 (Embiid 10), Chicago 38 
(J.Sampson, Lemon Jr. 8). Assists—Phila¬ 
delphia 25 (Harris, Embiid 5), Chicago 22 
(Lemon Jr. 5). Total Fouls—Philadelphia 
14, Chicago 22. A-21,059 (20,917). 

Nets 133, Bucks 128 

BROOKLYN - Carroll 2-8 0-0 4, Kurucs 
4-14 0-1 11, Allen 4-4 2-2 10, Russell 10- 
15 2-3 25, Harris 5-16 1-1 14, Dudley 4-8 
6-6 16, Graham 3-9 0-0 9, Davis 4-4 2-3 10, 
Dinwiddie 3-7 3-3 10, LeVert 9-12 2-4 24. 
Totals 48-97 18-23 133. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 9-18 4-4 24, 
Wilson 2-7 0-0 5, Lopez 2-8 2-2 7, Bledsoe 
12-17 4-7 33, Brown 5-7 0-2 11, Ilyasova 5- 
10 1-1 12, Hill 5-8 2-2 14, Frazier 3-5 1-2 9, 
Connaughton 6-8 0-1 13. Totals 49-88 14- 
21 128. 

Brooklyn 34 32 42 25-133 

Milwaukee 26 39 31 32-128 

Three-Point Goals—Brooklyn 19- 
45 (LeVert 4-5, Russell 3-4, Harris 3-6, 
Graham 3-7, Kurucs 3-11, Dudley 2-4, 
Dinwiddie 1-4, Carroll 0-4), Milwaukee 
16-34 (Bledsoe 5-6, Frazier 2-2, Hill 2-4, 
Middleton 2-7, Brown 1-2, Connaughton 
1-2, Lopez 1-3, Ilyasova 1-3, Wilson 1-5). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Brooklyn 
43 (Allen 7), Milwaukee 43 (Lopez, Con¬ 
naughton 8). Assists—Brooklyn 25 (Rus¬ 
sell 10), Milwaukee 28 (Bledsoe 11). Total 
Fouls—Brooklyn 19, Milwaukee 18. Tech¬ 
nicals—Lopez, Milwaukee coach Mike 
Budenholzer. A-18,116 (17,500). 


Leaders 


Harden, HOU 76 822 737 
George, OKC 75 690 441 
Antetokounmpo, MIL71 711 492 
Curry, GOL 

CmKWH DUI 


67 619 261 
Embiid, PHL 64 580 522 

Rebounds 

G OFF DEF 
Drummond, DET 76 402 772 

Embiid, PHL .. 

Jordan, NYK 
Gobert, UTA 


64 160 711 
69 225 677 
79 301 720 
Assists 


Westbrook, OKC 
Lowry, TOR 
Young, ATL 
Simmons, PHL 


PTS AVG 

2749 36.2 
2105 28.1 
1964 27.7 
1849 27.6 
1761 27.5 

TOT AVG 

1174 15.4 
871 13.6 
902 13.1 
1021 12.9 

S AST AVG 

) 742 10.6 
I 559 8.7 
) 642 8.0 
3 609 7.8 


Roundup 

Russell 
leads Nets 
past Bucks 

Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE—Jared Dudley 
brought a veteran’s presence and 
poise to a tense situation, helping 
the Brooklyn Nets to a crucial win 
in their bid for the playoffs. 

Dudley’s offensive rebound set 
up Joe Harris’ go-ahead three- 
pointer with 1:24 left in Brook¬ 
lyn’s 133-128 victory over the 
short-handed Milwaukee Bucks 
on Saturday. 

Brooklyn (40-40) made 19 
three-pointers and placed 
eight players in double figures. 
D’Angelo Russell had 25 points 
and 10 assists, reserve Caris Le¬ 
Vert scored 24 points and Dudley 
collected 14 of his season high- 
tying 16 points in the second half. 

The Nets, who had dropped 
four of five, moved into sixth 
place in the East. Orlando also is 
40-40, and Detroit is a half-game 
back with a 39-40 record. 

The Nets have tiebreakers with 
both the Magic and Pistons. 

Milwaukee played without 
MVP candidate Giannis Antetok¬ 
ounmpo, who was sidelined by a 
left calf injury. The Bucks (59-21) 
clinched the NBA’s best record 
with a road victory against Phila¬ 
delphia on Thursday night. 

“It was tough, even without Gi¬ 
annis,” Dudley said. “I know that 
helped us. We just got key stops at 
the very end. 

“I was playing center. They 
were going small ball. We wanted 
them to feel a little uncomfort¬ 
able, having (Brook) Lopez hav¬ 
ing to guard a little more.” 

Nets coach Kenny Atkinson 
called Dudley “the X factor” and 
said his instincts and understand¬ 
ing of the league contributed to 
Brooklyn’s first win in four meet¬ 
ings with Milwaukee this season. 

Eric Bledsoe had 33 points and 
11 assists for Milwaukee, and 
Khris Middleton finished with 24 
points. 

76ers 116, Bulls 96: Joel 
Embiid had 20 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds and JJ Redick scored 23, 
leading Philadelphia to the road 
win. 

Embiid dominated inside, 
Redick supplied the outside touch 
and the 76ers got back to winning 
after dropping three in a row, 
even though guard Jimmy Butler 
missed his second consecutive 
game because of back tightness. 
They also bumped their lead over 
idle Boston for the No. 3 seed in 
the Eastern Conference to two 
games. 

Embiid had five assists and 
blocked three shots in his second 
straight start after missing three 
in a row. The All-Star center 
has been dealing with a sore left 
knee, and the Sixers are manag¬ 
ing his workload with the playoffs 
approaching. 

JaKarr Sampson led Chicago 
with a career-high 29 points. But 
the Bulls lost for the sixth time in 
seven games. 
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Lightning 
tie record 
with 62 nd 
victory 

Ken Powtak 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — Nikita Kucherov 
and the Tampa Bay Lightning fin¬ 
ished the regular season with one 
more impressive performance. 

Next stop: Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

The Lightning matched an 
NHL record with their 62nd win, 
using a three-goal second period 
to beat the Boston Bruins 6-3 on 
Saturday. 

“Sixty-two is a number that’s 
only been touched once and for 
a team that’s kind of been locked 
into a playoff spot for quite some 
time, to be able to bring it every 
single night, to continue to find a 
way to get that number is a credit 
to the players and staff,” coach 
Jon Cooper said. “We didn’t sit 
there and circle 62 and say that’s 
going to be our number, but it’s 
kind of cool that we actually got 
to that number.” 

Kucherov, Anthony Cirelli and 
Braydon Coburn each had a goal 
and an assist for Tampa Bay (62- 
16-4), which tied the 1995-96 De¬ 
troit Red Wings for most victories 
during the regular season. Ste¬ 
ven Stamkos got a short-handed 
goal during the second, and Erik 
Cernak also scored during the 
period. 

Third-string goalie Edward 
Pasquale stopped 30 shots, 
and Tyler Johnson added an 
empty-netter. 

The Lightning earned six of 
their wins in shootouts. The league 
introduced shootouts to decide 
ties after overtime at the start of 
the 2005-06 season. Before that, 
games ended in ties after over¬ 
time, which was brought in for 
regular-season games in 1983. 

Kucherov finished with 41 
goals and 87 assists, putting him 
in position to win the Art Ross 
Trophy awarded to the NHL’s 
leading scorer. 

David Krejci, Danton Heinen 
and Matt Grzelcyk scored for Bos¬ 
ton (49-24-9), which fell one short 
of consecutive 50-win seasons. 
Tuukka Rask made 16 saves. 

“Couple days of rest and a cou¬ 
ple practices and that’s it. Best 
time of year,” said Rask, who was 
presented with a painting during 
a pregame ceremony for becom¬ 
ing the team’s winningest goal- 
tender earlier this season. 

Kucherov got his record-set- 
ting point when he assisted on 
Johnson’s 29th of the season with 
1:26 remaining. Johnson raced to 
the net to grab the puck and then 
embraced Kucherov near the 
blue line in front of Tampa Bay’s 
bench. 

“It’s definitely a special mo¬ 
ment,” Kucherov said. “Thanks to 
everybody here in the room and 
thanks to the guys helping me out. 
It’s a team effort and everybody 
is involved in my success.” 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

z-Tampa Bay 82 62 16 4 128 325 222 

x-Boston 82 49 24 9 107 259 215 

y-Washington 82 48 26 8 104 278 249 

x-N.Y. Islanders 82 48 27 7 103 228 196 

x-Toronto 82 46 28 8 100 286 251 

x-Pittsburgh 82 44 26 12 100 273 241 

x-Carolina 82 46 29 7 99 245 223 

x-Columbus 82 47 31 4 98 258 232 

Montreal 82 44 30 8 96 249 236 

Florida 82 36 32 14 86 267 280 

Philadelphia 82 37 37 8 82 244 281 

N.Y. Rangers 82 32 36 14 78 227 272 

Buffalo 82 33 39 10 76 226 271 

Detroit 82 32 40 10 74 227 277 

New Jersey 82 31 41 10 72 222 275 

Ottawa 82 29 47 6 64 242 302 

Western Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

82 50 25 7 107 289 227 

82 46 27 9 101 289 261 

82 47 29 6 100 240 214 

82 47 30 5 99 272 244 

82 45 28 9 99 247 223 

82 43 32 7 93 210 202 

82 43 32 7 93 249 230 

82 38 30 14 90 260 246 


z-Calgary 
x-San Jose 
y-Nashville 
x-Winnipeg 
x-St. Louis 

x-Vegas 

x-Coforado 


Arizona 82 39 35 8 86 213 223 

Chicago 82 36 34 12 84 270 292 

Minnesota 82 37 36 9 83 211 237 

Vancouver 82 35 36 11 81 225 254 

Anaheim 82 35 37 10 80 199 251 

Edmonton 82 35 38 9 79 232 274 

Los Angeles 82 31 42 9 71 202 263 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs, 
x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 
z-clinched conference 

Friday’s games 

Columbus 3, N.Y. Rangers 2, SO 
Chicago 6, Dallas 1 
Anaheim 5, Los Angeles 2 
Saturday’s games 
Tampa Bay 6, Boston 3 
St. Louis 3, Vancouver 2, SO 
Buffalo 7, Detroit 1 
N.Y. Rangers 4, Pittsburgh 3, OT 
N.Y. Islanders 3, Washington 0 
New Jersey 4, Florida 3, OT 
Columbus 6, Ottawa 2 
Carolina 4, Philadelphia 3 
Montreal 6, Toronto 5, SO 
Nashville 5, Chicago 2 
Dallas 3, Minnesota 0 
Winnipeg 4, Arizona 2 
Edmonton 3, Calgary 1 
Los Angeles 5, Vegas 2 
San Jose 5, Colorado 2 

End regular season 

Saturday 

Kings 5, Golden Knights 2 

Vegas 0 2 0-2 

Los Angeles 2 1 2—5 

First Period— 1, Los Angeles, Koval¬ 
chuk 15, 12:14. 2, Los Angeles, Carter 13 
(Clifford), 15:00. 

Second Period— 3, Los Angeles, Roy 2 
(lafallo. Brown), 10:35. 4, Vegas, Pirri 12 
(Engelland, Eakin), 10:51.5, Vegas, Zykov 
2 (Schuldt, Marchessault), 13:09. 

Third Period— 6 , Los Angeles, Kopitar 
22 (Brown, Grundstrom), 8:52 (pp). 7, Los 
Angeles, Kovalchuk 16 (Kopitar), 19:05. 

Shots on Goal— Vegas 7-11-13—31. Los 
Angeles 15-3-14-32. 

Power-play opportunities— Vegas 0 of 
2; Los Angeles 1 of 3. 

Goalies-Vegas, Fleury 35-21-5 (31 
shots-27 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 16- 
23-7 (31-29). 

A-18,230 (18,230). T-2:30. 

Sharks 5, Avalanche 2 

Colorado 1 1 0—2 

San Jose 2 1 2-5 

First Period— 1, Colorado, Jost 11 (Gi¬ 
rard, Johnson), 2:56.2, San Jose, Burns 16 
(Hertl), 7:25. 3, San Jose, Kane 30 (Dillon, 
Nyquist), 11:15. 

Second Period— 4, Colorado, MacKin¬ 
non 41 (Landeskog, Girard), 1:29. 5, San 
Jose, Labanc 17 (Thornton, Sorensen), 
6:57. 

Third Period— 6 , San Jose, Nyquist 22 
(Kane, Hertl), 5:38. 7, San Jose, Haley 2 
(Burns), 19:15. 

Shots on Goal— Colorado 12-9-9-30. 
San Jose 10-12-8-30. 

Power-play opportunities— Colorado 
0 of 2; San Jose 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Colorado, Varlamov 20-19-9 
(29 shots-25 saves). San Jose, Jones 36- 
19-5 (30-28). 

A-17,562 (17,562). T-2:20. 

Rangers 4, Penguins 3 (OT) 

N.Y. Rangers 10 2 1-4 

Pittsburgh 1 0 2 0-3 

First Period— 1, Pittsburgh, Crosby 35 
(Guentzel, McCann), 6:36.2, N.Y. Rangers, 
Smith 4, 12:49. 

Third Period— 3, Pittsburgh, Bjugstad 
14 (Pettersson, Hornqvist), 2:28. 4, N.Y. 
Rangers, Skjei 8 (Shattenkirk), 12:34. 5, 
N.Y. Rangers, Namestnikov 11 (Pionk), 
13:50 (sh). 6, Pittsburgh, Guentzel 40 
(Schultz, Crosby), 17:25. 

Overtime— 7, N.Y. Rangers, Strome 19 
(Namestnikov), 2:09. 

Shots on Goal— N.Y. Rangers 12-12-4- 
2-30. Pittsburgh 14-9-14-2-39. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 0 of 0; Pittsburgh 0 of 4. 

Goalies— N.Y. Rangers, Georgiev 14-13- 
4 (39 shots-36 saves). Pittsburgh, Murray 
29-14-6 (30-26). 

A-18,660 (18,387). T-2:36. 


Michael Dwyer/AP 

Tampa Bay’s Nikita Kucherov (86) scores on Boston goalie Tuukka Rask during the Lightning’s 6-3 win 
Saturday in Boston to close the regular season. 


Jets 4, Coyotes 2 

Winnipeg 1 3 0-4 

Arizona 1 0 1—2 

First Period— 1, Arizona, Galchenyuk 
19, 2:21 (pp). 2, Winnipeg, Scheifele 38 
(Connor), 15:18. 

Second Period— 3, Winnipeg, Trouba 
8 (Lowry, Lindholm), 2:35. 4, Winnipeg, 
Connor 34 (Scheifele, Wheeler), 10:05. 5, 
Winnipeg, Ehlers 21 (Myers), 15:21 (pp). 

Third Period— 6, Arizona, Richardson 
19 (Hinostroza, Grabner), 3:29. 

Shots on Goal— Winnipeg 6-15-11-32. 
Arizona 6-7-8—21. 

Power-play opportunities— Winnipeg 

1 of 2; Arizona 1 of 2. 

Goalies— Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 34-23- 
3 (21 shots-19 saves). Arizona, Pickard 
4-6-2 (32-28). 

A-17,125 (17,125). T-2:28. 

Sabres 7, Red Wings 1 

Buffalo 2 3 2-7 

Detroit 10 0-1 

First Period —1, Buffalo, Reinhart 22 
(Eichel), 3:22. 2, Buffalo, Dahlin 9 (Ris- 
tolainen, Eichel), 11:51 (pp). 3, Detroit, 
Mantha 25 (Athanasiou, Hronek), 15:11 
(PP). 

Second Period— 4, Buffalo, Sheary 14 
(Nelson, Wilson), 8:37.5, Buffalo, Skinner 
39, 11:29. 6, Buffalo, Girgensons 5 (Pom- 
inville), 12:47. 

Third Period— 7, Buffalo, Skinner 40 
(Dahlin), 10:27.8, Buffalo, Montour 8 (Ok- 
poso, Ristolainen), 11:39 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Buffalo 17-10-10-37. 
Detroit 11-5-8-24. 

Power-play opportunities— Buffalo 2 
of 2; Detroit 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Buffalo, Ullmark 15-14-5 (24 
shots-23 saves). Detroit, Howard 23-22-5 
(26-21), Fulcher 0-0-0 (11-9). 

A—19,515 (20,000). T-2:21. 

Stars 3, Wild 0 

Minnesota 0 0 0—0 

Dallas 0 0 3-3 

Third Period— 1, Dallas, Seguin 32 
(Radulov, Klingberg), 2:44 (pp). 2, Dallas, 
Seguin 33 (Oleksiak, Benn), 8:55. 3, Dal¬ 
las, Pitlick 8 (Hintz, Dickinson), 12:01. 

Shots on Goal— Minnesota 7-5-12—24. 
Dallas 14-20-10-44. 

Power-play opportunities— Minnesota 
Oof 2; Dallas 1 Of 3. 

Goalies— Minnesota, Stalock 6-8-3 (44 
shots-41 saves). Dallas, Bishop 27-15-2 
(24-24). 

A-18,532 (18,532). T-2:30. 

Canadiens 6, 

Maple Leafs 5 (SO) 

Toronto 2 2 1 0-5 

Montreal 1 3 1 0-6 

Montreal won shootout 2-1. 

First Period— 1, Toronto, Hyman 21, 
5:50. 2, Toronto, Gardiner 3 (Marner, Hy¬ 
man), 8:03.3, Montreal, Poehling 1 (Weal, 
Deslauriers), 11:41. 

Second Period— 4, Montreal, Poehling 

2 (Deslauriers, Petry), 2:56. 5, Montreal, 
Weal 8 (Drouin, Armia), 7:04 (pp). 6, To¬ 
ronto, Moore 2 (Gauthier), 8:47. 7, Mon¬ 
treal, Shaw 19 (Domi, Lehkonen), 10:17.8, 
Toronto, Nylander 7 (Kadri), 17:33. 

Third Period— 9, Toronto, Kapanen 20 
(Matthews, Johnsson), 8:04. 10, Montre¬ 
al, Poehling 3 (Lehkonen, Shaw), 17:29. 

Shootout— Toronto 1 (Matthews G, 
Marner NG, Tavares NG, Kapanen NG), 
Montreal 2 (Tatar NG, Drouin G, Weal NG, 
Poehling G). 

Shots on Goal— Toronto 18-19-8-4—49. 
Montreal 14-17-16-2-49. 

Power-play opportunities— Toronto 0 
of 1; Montreal 1 of 1. 

Goalies— Toronto, Andersen 36-16-7 
(49 shots-44 saves). Montreal, Lindgren 
1-0-0 (49-44). 

A—21,302 (21,288). T-2:51. 


Blues 3, Canucks 2 (SO) 

Vancouver 0 0 2 0—2 

St. Louis 10 1 0-3 

St. Louis won shootout 2-0. 

First Period —1, St. Louis, B.Schenn 17 
(O’Reilly, Tarasenko), 11:50. 

Third Period— 2, Vancouver, Pearson 
18 (Demko, Edler), 3:53 (pp). 3, St. Louis, 
Tarasenko 33 (O’Reilly, Pietrangelo), 
10:29 (pp). 4, Vancouver, Pettersson 28 
(Edler, Boeser), 17:51 (pp). 

Shootout— Vancouver 0 (Pettersson 
NG, Boeser NG), St. Louis 2 (O’Reilly G, 
Perron G). 

Shots on Goal— Vancouver 7-5-11-2— 
25. St. Louis 10-9-11-6-36. 

Power-play opportunities— Vancouver 

2 of 3; St. Louis 1 Of 3. 

Goalies— Vancouver, Demko 4-3-1 (36 
shots-34 saves). St. Louis, Binnington 24- 
5-1 (25-23). 

A— 17,970 (19,150). T-2:35. 

Lightning 6, Bruins 3 

Tampa Bay 0 3 3—6 

Boston 2 0 1-3 

First Period— 1, Boston, Krejci 20 (McA- 
voy, Pastrnak), 14:38. 2, Boston, Heinen 
11 (Kampfer), 19:40. 

Second Period— 3, Tampa Bay, Cernak 
5 (Miller, Gourde), 4:41 (pp). 4, Tampa 
Bay, Stamkos 45,12:52 (sh). 5, Tampa Bay, 
Cirelli 19 (Miller, Coburn), 16:59. 

Third Period— 6 , Tampa Bay, Kucherov 
41 (McDonagh), 0:53. 7, Boston, Grzelcyk 

3 (Krejci, Pastrnak), 14:03. 8, Tampa Bay, 
Coburn 4 (Girardi, Cirelli), 14:16.9, Tampa 
Bay, Johnson 29 (Kucherov, Palat), 18:34. 

Shots on Goal— Tampa Bay 7-11-4—22. 
Boston 11-6-16-33. 

Power-play opportunities— Tampa 
Bay 2 of 2; Boston 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Tampa Bay, Pasquale 2-1-0 
(33 shots-30 saves). Boston, Rask 27-13-5 
(21-16). 

A- 17,565 (17,565). 

Hurricanes 4, Flyers 3 

Carolina 3 1 0—4 

Philadelphia 1 2 0-3 

First Period— 1, Carolina, Foegele 10 
(Wallmark, McGinn), 9:20. 2, Carolina, 
Faulk 11 (McGinn, Martinook), 11:29. 3, 
Philadelphia, Lindblom 17 (Sanheim, Gi¬ 
roux), 14:19. 4, Carolina, Teravainen 21 
(Staal, Niederreiter), 15:40. 

Second Period— 5, Philadelphia, 
Konecny 24 (Laughton), 1:27. 6, Philadel¬ 
phia, Couturier 33 (Giroux, Voracek), 6:07 
(pp). 7, Carolina, Staal 11 (Teravainen, 
Hamilton), 7:33. 

Shots on Goal— Carolina 11-16-1—28. 
Philadelphia 5-16-10-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Carolina 0 
of 2; Philadelphia 1 of 2. 

Goalies— Carolina, McElhinney 20-11- 

2 (31 shots-28 saves). Philadelphia, Hart 
16-13-1 (28-24). 

A-19,433 (19,543). T-2:25. 

Devils 4, Panthers 3 (OT) 

New Jersey 1 2 0 1-4 

Florida 0 1 2 0-3 

First Period— 1, New Jersey, Bastian 2 
(Butcher, Hischier), 1:27. 

Second Period— 2, New Jersey, Bastian 

3 (Yakovlev, Coleman), 7:41. 3, Florida, 
Barkov 35 (Huberdeau), 11:58.4, New Jer¬ 
sey, Zacha 13 (Anderson, Rooney), 14:29. 

Third Period— 5, Florida, Huberdeau 30 
(Yandle, Dadonov), 16:35.6, Florida, Hoff¬ 
man 36 (Barkov, Trocheck), 18:35. 

Overtime— 7, New Jersey, Zajac 19 (Se¬ 
verson, Zacha), 0:56 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— New Jersey 4-13-8-2— 
27. Florida 12-14-14-40. 

Power-play opportunities— New Jer¬ 
sey 1 of 5; Florida 0 of 3. 

Goalies— New Jersey, Blackwood 10- 
10-0 (40 shots-37 saves). Florida, Luongo 
18-16-5 (27-23). 

A- 15,259 (19,250). T-2:44. 


Predators 5, Blackhawks 2 

Chicago 2 0 0—2 

Nashville 0 2 3-5 

First Period— 1, Chicago, Perlini 14 
(DeBrincat, Strome), 2:58. 2, Chicago, 
Caggiula 12 (Kane), 10:07. 

Second Period— 3, Nashville, Fabbro 
1 (Hamhuis, Forsberg), 9:07. 4, Nash¬ 
ville, Forsberg 28 (Simmonds, Granlund), 
18:50. 

Third Period— 5, Nashville, Arvidsson 
34 (Smith, Subban), 3:33 (pp). 6, Nash¬ 
ville, Sissons 15 (Bonino, Ellis), 17:51. 7, 
Nashville, Bonino 17 (Watson), 19:03. 

Shots on Goal— Chicago 8-12-13-33. 
Nashville 14-22-14-50. 

Power-play opportunities— Chicago 0 
of 2; Nashville 1 of 3. 

Goalies-Chicago, Ward 16-12-4 (49 
shots-45 saves). Nashville, Rinne 30-19-4 
(33-31). 

A—17,694 (17,113). T-2:24. 

Blue Jackets 6, Senators 2 

Columbus 3 1 2—6 

Ottawa 0 1 1-2 

First Period —1, Columbus, Dubois 26 
(Panarin, Savard), 3:39. 2, Columbus, Nu- 
tivaara 5 (Foligno, Bjorkstrand), 9:08. 3, 
Columbus, Dubois 27, 10:33. 

Second Period— 4, Ottawa, Chabot 14 
(Gibbons), 8:50. 5, Columbus, Texier 1 
(Bjorkstrand), 15:35. 

Third Period— 6 , Ottawa, Boedker 7 
(Tierney, Ryan), 6:32. 7, Columbus, Bjork¬ 
strand 23, 9:28. 8, Columbus, Nash 3 (Sa¬ 
vard, Panarin), 18:43. 

Shots on Goal— Columbus 14-4-9—27. 
Ottawa 9-11-9-29. 

Power-play opportunities— Columbus 
0 of 0; Ottawa 0 of 0. 

Goalies— Columbus, Korpisalo 10-7-3 
(29 shots-27 saves). Ottawa, Nilsson 14- 
19-1 (19-17), C.Anderson 17-27-4 (7-4). 

A—18,425 (18,572). T-2:19. 

Islanders 3, Capitals 0 

N.Y. Islanders 0 1 2-3 

Washington 0 0 0—0 

Second Period —1, N.Y. Islanders, Filp- 
pula 16 (Toews, Beauvillier), 2:55. 

Third Period— 2, N.Y. Islanders, Filppu- 
la 17 (Komarov, Pelech), 10:54. 3, N.Y. Is¬ 
landers, Martin 6 (Clutterbuck, Cizikas), 
17:27. 

Shots on Goal— N.Y. Islanders 8-6-10— 
24. Washington 8-10-11—29. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y. Is¬ 
landers 0 of 1; Washington 0 of 2. 

Goalies— N.Y. Islanders, Lehner 25-13-5 
(29 shots-29 saves). Washington, Copley 
16-7-3 (23-21). 

A—18,506 (18,277). T-2:17. 

Oilers 3, Flames 1 

Edmonton 1 1 1—3 

Calgary 1 0 0-1 

First Period —1, Edmonton, Draisaitl 
50 (Nugent-Hopkins, Sekera), 10:55. 2, 
Calgary, Jankowski 14 (Gaudreau, Ham- 
onic), 15:57. 

Second Period— 3, Edmonton, Chias- 
son 22 (Nugent-Hopkins, Klefbom), 4:57 
(PP). 

Third Period— 4, Edmonton, Nurse 10 
(Chiasson), 5:21. 

Shots on Goal— Edmonton 11-9-5—25. 
Calgary 11-11-9-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Edmonton 
1 of 1; Calgary 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Edmonton, Koskinen 25-21-6 
(31 shots-30 saves). Calgary, Smith 23- 
16-2 (25-22). 

A-19,289 (19,289). T-2:24. 

Scoring Leaders 

Through Saturday 

GP G A PTS 

Nikita Kucherov, TB 82 41 87 128 

Connor McDavid, EDM 78 41 75 116 

Patrick Kane, CHI 81 44 66 110 

Leon Draisaitl, EDM 82 50 55 105 
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Roundup 

Predators rally, repeat as Central champs 



Mark Humphrey/AP 


Nashville left wing Viktor Arvidsson of Sweden jumps to celebrate after scoring a goal 
against Chicago goaltender Cam Ward during the Predators’ 5-2 win Saturday. 


Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Viktor Arvids¬ 
son scored the go-ahead goal at 3:33 of the 
third period, and Nashville won its second 
straight Central Division title by rallying 
from an 0-2 deficit to beat Chicago 5-2 to 
close the regular-season Saturday. 

The Predators, who will face Dallas 
in the opening round of the playoffs next 
week, now are assured of home-ice advan¬ 
tage through at least the first two rounds. 

Arvidsson set the franchise record with 
his 34th goal of the season 22 seconds into 
the man advantage. 

Filip Forsberg and Nick Bonino each had 
a goal and had an assist, and Dante Fabbro 
scored his first NHL goal for Nashville, 
which now has won five of six. Colton Sis¬ 
sons added an empty-netter with 2:09 left. 

Pekka Rinne made 31 saves to finish 
30-19-4, his eighth season with at least 30 
wins. 

Brendan Perlini and Drake Caggiula 
each scored for Chicago, which lost three 
of its final five. 

Islanders 3, Capitals 0: Valtteri Filppu- 
la scored twice in his return from injury, 
Robin Lehner stopped all 29 shots he faced 
and New York won at Washington to clinch 
home-ice advantage in the first round of 
the playoffs. 

Matt Martin scored an empty-net goal 
with 2:33 left to seal it. 

Coach Barry Trotz’s team came into the 
game against his former team needing at 
least one point to secure a second-place 
finish in the Metropolitan Division, just be¬ 
hind the Capitals. The Islanders will open 
the playoffs at home for the first time since 
1988 against Pittsburgh. 

Washington will face Carolina in the 
first round as they try to repeat as Stanley 
Cup champions. Backup goaltender Pheo- 
nix Copley started and made 18 saves. 

Sharks 5, Avalanche 2: Evander Kane 
scored to make San Jose the first team in 10 
years with at least four 30-goal scorers and 
host San Jose wrapped up the second-best 
record in the West by beating Colorado. 

Brent Burns, Kevin Labanc, Gustav 
Nyquist and Micheal Haley also scored to 
give the Sharks two straight wins to close 
the regular season following a stretch of 10 
losses in 11 games. Martin Jones made 28 
saves. 

Tyson Jost and Nathan MacKinnon 
scored for Colorado, whichhad gone 10 
straight games without a regulation loss. 
Semyon Varlamov made 25 saves. 

The Avalanche, locked into the second 
wild-card spot, will face Calgary, and San 
Jose will play Vegas in the opening round 


of the playoffs. 

Jets 4, Coyotes 2: Mark Scheifele and 
Kyle Connor each had a goal and an as¬ 
sist and Winnipeg won at Arizona to earn 
home-ice advantage in the first round of 
the playoffs. 

Jacob Trouba and Nikolaj Ehlers also 
scored, and Blake Wheeler had his 71st as¬ 
sist for the Jets, who won just two of their 
last seven games (2-4-1) to give up a four- 
point lead in the Central Division. Nash¬ 
ville won earlier Saturday night to take its 
second straight division title, edging the 
Jets by one point. 

Connor Hellebuyck stopped 19 shots as 
Winnipeg finished tied with St. Louis, but 
will have home-ice in the opening-round 
series due to a tiebreaker with more regu¬ 
lation/overtime wins. 

Alex Galchenyuk and Brad Richardson 
scored for the Coyotes. 

Oilers 3, Flames 1: Connor McDavid 
left Edmonton’s victory at Calgary after 
injuring his left leg, and the team said X- 
rays came back negative. 

After the game, the Oilers tweeted the 
results of the X-rays and added that the 22- 
year-old McDavid would travel home with 
the team and have an MRI in Edmonton. 

Leon Draisaitl scored his 50th goal, and 
Alex Chiasson and Darnell Nurse also had 
goals for the Oilers, who have missed the 


postseason 12 times in 13 years. 

Blues 3, Canucks 2: Jordan Binnington 
stopped both shots he faced in the shootout 
as host St. Louis beat Vancouver, but the 
Blues fell a point short of first place in the 
Central Division. 

Binnington finished with 23 saves and 
closed out his breakthrough season with a 
24-5-1 record. 

Vladimir Tarasenko and Brayden 
Schenn scored in regulation for St. Louis. 
Ryan O’Reilly and David Perron convert¬ 
ed in the tiebreaker. 

Nashville won the Central Division for 
the second straight year with a win over 
Chicago. The Blues (45-28-9) will face 
Winnipeg in the first round of the playoffs. 

Blue Jackets 6, Senators 2: Pierre-Luc 
Dubois scored two goals and Columbus 
won easily at Ottawa. 

The Blue Jackets finished 47-31-4 and 
secured the second wild card in the East. 
They’ll face the Tampa Bay Lightning in 
the first round of the playoffs. 

Hurricanes 4, Flyers 3: Jordan Staal 
scored the go-ahead goal in the second pe¬ 
riod and Carolina hung on to win at Phila¬ 
delphia for the Hurricanes’ its fourth win 
in five games. 

Carolina finished in the top wild-card 
spot in the East, and will play the defending 
Stanley Cup champion Washington Capi¬ 


tals in the opening round of the playoffs. 

Sabres 7, Red Wings 1: Jeff Skinner 
scored twice to reach the 40-goal mark 
for the first time in his career and Buffalo 
won at Detroit in the season finale for both 
teams. 

Rookie defenseman Rasmus Dahlin had 
a goal and an assist, and Sam Reinhart, 
Conor Sheary, Zemgus Girgensons and 
Brandon Montour scored for the Sabres. 
Linus Ullmark made 23 saves. 

Rangers 4, Penguins 3 (OT): Ryan 
Strome scored 2:09 into overtime and New 
York won at Pittsburgh in its regular-sea¬ 
son finale. 

Brendan Smith, Brady Skjei and 
Vladislav Namestnikov also scored for 
the Rangers, long eliminated from playoff 
contention for the second straight year. Al- 
exandar Georgiev stopped 36 shots while 
starting for the second straight night. New 
York snapped a three-game skid and won 
for just the fifth time in its final 21 games 
(5-10-6). 

Devils 4, Panthers 3 (OT): Travis Zajac 
scored the winning goal on the power play 
in overtime, lifting New Jersey to a win at 
Florida. 

Nathan Bastian scored twice in regula¬ 
tion, Pavel Zacha also scored a goal and 
Mackenzie Blackwood stopped 37 shots 
for the Devils in the season finale for both 
teams. 

Canadiens 6, Maple Leafs 5 (SO): Ryan 
Poehling recorded a hat trick and added 
the shootout winner in his NHL debut as 
host Montreal beat Toronto. 

Jordan Weal and Andrew Shaw also 
scored for the Canadiens (44-30-8), who 
were eliminated from playoff contention 
Friday. Goalie Charlie Lindgren, in his 
first game of the season, stopped 44 of 49 
shots. 

Stars 3, Wild 0: Tyler Seguin broke 
open a scoreless game with two third-pe¬ 
riod goals, and host Dallas beat Minnesota 
to take the Western Conference’s top wild¬ 
card spot. 

Ben Bishop made 22 saves for his ca¬ 
reer-high seventh shutout of the season, 
and Tyler Pitlick also scored for the Stars. 
Dallas will open the postseason against 
Nashville. 

Kings 5, Golden Knights 2: Ilya Koval¬ 
chuk had two goals, Dustin Brown had two 
assists and last-place Los Angeles closed 
the season with a home win over playoff- 
bound Vegas. 

Anze Kopitar had a goal and an assist 
for Los Angeles while Jeff Carter and Matt 
Roy also scored. Jonathan Quick made 29 
saves. 
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Champ to laughing Sox? 

Diamondbacks’ walk-off win drops World Series winner Boston to 2-8 


Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Carson Kelly 
drilled a single into the left field 
corner, scoring Nick Ahmed with 
two outs in the ninth inning to lift 
the Arizona Diamondbacks over 
the struggling Boston Red Sox 5- 
4 Saturday night. 

Boston has dropped three 
straight and fell to 2-8 overall, a 
lousy start to their World Series 
championship defense. 

Colten Brewer (0-1) allowed 
consecutive singles to Eduardo 
Escobar, Ahmed and Kelly in the 
ninth. Right fielder Mookie Betts 
threw out Escobar at home on 
Ahmed’s hit, but Kelly’s rip to left 
allowed Ahmed to score easily. 

Kelly had two hits and three 
RBIs. The walkoff knock was the 
first of his career. 

Greg Holland (1-0) pitched a 
scoreless top of the ninth. 

Padres 6, Cardinals 4: Aus¬ 
tin Hedges and Manny Machado 
each hit a two-run homer off An¬ 
drew Miller in the eighth inning, 
helping visiting San Diego defeat 
St. Louis for its third consecutive 
win. 

Fernando Tatis Jr. opened the 
eighth with a walk and Hedges 
followed with a go-ahead drive 
over the wall on in left. With two 
out and Ian Kinsler on first via 
another walk, Machado made it 
6-3 with his second homer of the 
season. 

It was the first time that Miller 
( 0 - 1 ) allowed multiple homers in a 
game since Sept. 22, 2015 for the 
New York Yankees at Toronto. 

Matt Wisler (1-0) pitched two 
scoreless innings for the win in 
his first outing with the Padres. 
Kirby Yates worked the ninth for 
his fifth save in five chances. 

Angels 5, Rangers 1: Mike 
Trout hit a grand slam for his 
fourth homer in three days, and 
host Los Angeles beat Texas for 
its first back-to-back victories of 
the season. 

Trout’s 458-foot blast in the 
fourth inning off Drew Smyly (0- 
1 ) cleared the bullpens beyond 
the left field fence at Angel Stadi¬ 
um. After homering in the Halos’ 
home opener Thursday and add¬ 
ing two more Friday, Trout deliv¬ 
ered the biggest blow yet with his 
fifth career grand slam, his first 
since 2015. 

Albert Pujols added his 634th 
career homer in the seventh for 
Los Angeles. Pujols’ first homer 
of his 19th big league season was 
his 3,089th career hit, tying Ichi¬ 
ro Suzuki for 22nd place in major 
league history. 

Tyler Skaggs (1-1) pitched 6 V 3 
innings of five-hit ball in a strong 
outing for the Angels. The left¬ 
hander won his third consecutive 
start against Texas, giving up just 
two earned runs in 17V3innings. 

Cubs 14, Brewers 8: Jason 
Heyward went deep twice for 
his first multihomer game with 
Chicago, Cole Hamels grinded 


By the numbers 


6.97 

The Red Sox team ERA, 
which is 29th out of 30 
teams in Major League 
Baseball. 

23 

Number of home runs 
allowed by Boston pitchers 
this season, highest in 
Major League Baseball. 

8 

Losses by the Red Sox 
through 10 games, a total 
they didn’t reach until May 
1 in 2018, their 29th game 
of the season. 


SOURCE: MLB.com 

through six solid innings and the 
Cubs ended a six-game skid with 
a win at Milwaukee. 

Heyward hit the first of three 
Chicago homers against starter 
Corbin Burnes (0-1), with Javier 
Baez and Victor Caratini also 
going yard. Heyward added his 
second shot off Alex Wilson dur¬ 
ing a seven-run eighth inning. 
His last multihomer game was on 
Aug. 16,2015 for St. Louis against 
Miami, a season before he signed 
a $184 million, eight-year con¬ 
tract with Chicago. 

Hamels (1-0) labored early, 
throwing 51 pitches over the 
first two innings, but he mostly 
cruised through the next four in¬ 
nings, retiring 12 of his final 14 
batters. He limited the damage 
early, stranding two by striking 
out Christian Yelich to end the 
second. He also got Lorenzo Cain 
to chase a changeup that would 
have been ball four with two on 
and two out in the fourth. 

The Cubs improved to 2-6 with 
their first win since opening day. 

Dodgers 7, Rockies 2: Alex 
Verdugo homered and added an 
RBI triple as Los Angeles kept up 
its early power surge in a win at 
Colorado. 

The Dodgers have gone deep in 
all nine games this season, piling 
up 22 home runs. Los Angeles had 
four through nine games last year 
when the team set a franchise re¬ 
cord with 235. 

Walker Buehler (1-0) allowed 


one run over five solid innings 
as he bounced back from a rough 
opening outing. He was on a pitch 
count after a limited spring. 

Kenley Jansen got four outs to 
earn his fourth save. It was his 
first appearance in the Mile High 
City since the All-Star reliever 
had surgery in the offseason to 
address an irregular heartbeat 
that surfaced again while in Den¬ 
ver for a series last August. He 
didn’t travel with the team back 
to Colorado in September as a 
precaution. 

Mets 6, Nationals 5: Rookie 
Pete Alonso and Robinson Cano 
opened the eighth with consecu¬ 
tive homers, helping host New 
York rally for the win. 

Keon Broxton put the Mets 
ahead to stay with a two-out RBI 
single off Tony Sipp (0-1). Unlike¬ 
ly cleanup man J.D. Davis went 
deep twice and Michael Conforto 
also connected as New York im¬ 
proved to 6 - 2 . 

Anthony Rendon hit a leadoff 
homer and Wilmer Difo added 
a two-run shot in the top of the 
eighth, putting Washington ahead 
5-3. Both drives came off Jeurys 
Familia (2-0) — never before had 
he given up two home runs in a 
game. 

Astros 6, Athletics O: Michael 
Brantley broke out of a slump 
with two hits, including a two- 
run homer, and George Spring¬ 
er added a two-run shot of his 
own to power host Houston over 
Oakland. 

Wade Miley (1-1) allowed four 
hits in 5 % innings to win his home 
debut for Houston after losing his 
first start this season at Tampa 
Bay. Will Harris got the last out of 
the sixth and Josh James, Chris 
Devenski and Framber Valdez 
pitched one inning apiece to com¬ 
plete the six-hitter. 

The Astros were up 1-0 with 
nobody out in the fifth when 
Springer launched a 90 mph fast¬ 
ball from Aaron Brooks (1-1) into 
the left field seats. 

Yankees 6, Orioles 4: Aaron 
Judge homered twice, Clint Fra¬ 
zier hit a three-run shot in the 
eighth inning and New York won 
at Baltimore for its first series 
win of the season. 

Judge hit a solo drive in the first 
inning and connected with a run¬ 
ner on in the third, his first two 
homers of the year. The 6-foot-7 
slugger had 52 in 2017 and 27 last 
season. 

With the Orioles leading 4- 
3, Miguel Castro (0-1) issued a 
two-out walk and a single before 
Frazier put a 2-2 pitch into the left 
field seats. 

Indians 7, Blue Jays 2: Carlos 
Carrasco became the first Cleve¬ 
land pitcher since at least 1908 to 
strike out 12 over five innings. 

Carrasco (1-1) was overpow¬ 
ering a week after struggling in 
his first start of the season. The 
right-hander completed his 23rd 



Rick Scuteri/AP 


The Arizona Diamondbacks celebrate after defeating the Boston Red 
Sox, the defending World Series champion, 5-4 Saturday in Phoenix. 


double-figure strikeout game, 
holding visiting Toronto scoreless 
until the fifth. 

Freddy Galvis hit a one-out 
homer and Randal Grichuk had 
an RBI double with two away. 
With the tying run at the plate, 
Carrasco struck out Rowdy Tellez 
on his 90th and final pitch. 

Twins 6, Phillies 2: Max Ke¬ 
pler and Willians Astudillo hit 
consecutive homers, Eddie Rosa¬ 
rio hit a three-run shot and Min¬ 
nesota won at Philadelphia. 

Making his second start since 
Tommy John surgery in 2017, 
Michael Pineda (1-0) allowed two 
runs and four hits, striking out 
five in five-plus innings for the 
Twins. Rhys Hoskins went deep 
for the Phillies, and Bryce Harp¬ 
er had two hits. Both teams are 
off to 5-2 starts. 

Mariners 9, White Sox 2: Jay 

Bruce hit two solo homers and 
Tim Beckham connected for a 
three-run shot, powering Seattle 
to the victory at Chicago. 

Beckham had four hits for the 
Mariners, who are off to the best 
start in club history at 8-2. Seattle 
has homered in each of its first 
10 games, also a franchise first, 
and leads the majors with 24 long 
balls. 

Mike Leake (2-0) pitched 6 V 3 
innings of two-run ball as the 
Mariners rebounded from a slop¬ 
py 10-8 loss in the home opener 
for the White Sox. 

Tigers 7, Royals 4: Christin 
Stewart hit a two-out grand slam 
in the seventh inning, lifting host 
Detroit to the win. 

The Tigers trailed 4-2 in the 
seventh but rallied against Kan¬ 
sas City’s struggling bullpen. 
Kevin McCarthy (0-1) allowed 
three hits and a hit batter. 

Whit Merrifield, Jorge Soler 
and Hunter Dozier homered for 
the Royals. 

Pirates 6, Reds 5 (10): Kevin 
Newman hit a game-ending dou¬ 
ble in the 10 th inning, lifting host 
Pittsburgh to its third straight 
win and giving Cincinnati its sev¬ 
enth straight loss. 

With one out in the 10th, Fran¬ 
cisco Cervelli singled off Raisel 
Iglesias (0-2). Newman drove the 
first pitch he saw to the 410-foot 
left-center notch at PNC Park, 
and Cervelli easily beat the relay 
home. It was the first game-end¬ 
ing hit of Newman’s career. 

Pirates pitcher Francisco 
Liriano (1-0) struck out two in the 
top half of the inning. 


Giants 6, Rays 4: Brandon 
Belt homered and drove in three 
before an unusually small home 
crowd, and host San Francisco 
beat Tampa Bay. 

Steven Duggar had three RBIs 
and Joe Panik scored twice to help 
the Giants snap a three-game los¬ 
ing streak behind a breakout day 
from their offense. Belt had an 
RBI single in the third and hit a 
two-run, opposite-field home run 
off Ryan Yarbrough (1-1) as part 
of a four-run fifth. 

The game drew 31,828, the 
smallest at Oracle Park since 
Sept. 1, 2010. San Francisco set 
an NL record with 530 consecu¬ 
tive sellouts at its waterfront ball¬ 
park from 2010-17. 

Marlins 4, Braves 2: Jorge 
Alfaro homered twice, including 
a tiebreaking, two-run shot in the 
ninth inning, and Miami stopped 
host Atlanta’s four-game winning 
streak. 

Alfaro, a right-handed hitter, 
homered to the opposite field on 
both swings. His first long ball 
came off Braves starter Kyle 
Wright and the second one off re¬ 
liever A. J. Minter (0-1). 

Scoreboard 
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Pirates 6, Reds 5 (10) 

Cincinnati Pittsburgh 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Schblercf 4 110 J.Mrtin If 2 110 
E.Sarez ph-3b 1 0 0 0 Kang ph-3b 2 0 0 0 

Vottolb 5 12 1 S.Marte Cf 5 0 12 

Puigrf 4 0 11 Moran 3b 4 110 

M.Kemp If 4 0 0 0 Ri.Rdri p 0 0 0 0 

Detrich 2b 4 12 0 P.Reyes rf 10 10 

R.lglss p 0 0 0 0 Bell lb 5 13 2 

Przass-2b-Cf4 0 0 0 Me.Cbrrrf 4 0 0 1 
Casalic 4 111 Kelap 0 0 0 0 

K.Frmr3b-2b 4 1 1 2 Burdi p 0 0 0 0 

Roark p 2 0 0 0 Liriano p 0 0 0 0 

Hughes p - - - - - - - - 

Duke p 
Lrenzen p 
Winkerph 
A.Grrtt p 
J.lglss ss 


Totals 


0 0 0 0 Newman 2b 4 0 2 1 

0 0 0 0 Stllngs c 4 12 0 

1 0 0 0 Gnzalezss 3 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 Tr.Wllm p 2 0 0 0 

1 0 0 0 A.Frzerph 0 10 0 
Shuck If 10 0 0 
38 5 8 5 Totals 38 612 6 

_ti 003 100 010 0-5 

Pittsburgh 101 012 000 1-6 

E-Moran (2). DP-Pittsburgh 1. LOB- 
Cincinnati 3, Pittsburgh 8. 2B—Dietrich 
(1), Casali (2), S.Marte (3), Bell 2 (2), New¬ 
man (1). HR-Votto (1), K.Farmer (1), Bell 
(1). SB—J.Martin (1). S-Gonzalez (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cincinnati 

Roark 5 7 3 3 2 4 

Hughes H,1 Vi 1 110 0 

Duke 0 0 1110 

Lorenzen BS,1 % 1 0 0 0 1 

Garrett 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Iglesias L,0-2 2'A 3 110 3 

Pittsburgh 

Williams 6 7 4 3 0 3 

Rodriguez H,2 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Kela BS,2 1 1110 2 

Burdi 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Liriano W,1-0 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Duke pitched to -_ 

T—3:11. A—15,798 (38,362). 


batter in the 6th 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


Tampa Bay 
Baltimore 
New York 
Toronto 
Boston 

Minnesota 
Detroit 
Cleveland 
Chicago 
Kansas City 

Seattle 
Texas 
Oakland 
Houston 
Los Angeles 


Central Division 


West Division 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pi 

New York 6 2 .7‘ 

Philadelphia 5 2 .714 

Atlanta 4 4 

Washington 3 4 

Miami 3 6 

Central Division 
Milwaukee 7 2 

Pittsburgh 4 3 

St. Louis 3 5 

Chicago 2 6 

Cincinnati 1 7 

West Division 

Los Angeles 7 2 _ 

San Diego 6 3 .667 

Arizona 5 

Colorado 3 

San Francisco 3 6 .333 4 

Friday’s games 

Chicago White Sox 10, Seattle 8 
Tampa Bay 5, San Francisco 2 
Philadelphia 10, Minnesota 4 
Arizona 15, Boston 8 
Cleveland 3, Toronto 2 
Houston 3, Oakland 2 

L.A. Angels 3, Texas 1 

L.A. Dodgers 10, Colorado 6 
San Diego 5, St. Louis 3 
Pittsburgh 2, Cincinnati 0 
Atlanta 4, Miami 0 
Milwaukee 13, Chicago Cubs 10 
Saturday’s games 
Detroit 7, Kansas City 4 
Minnesota 6, Philadelphia 2 
Seattle 9, Chicago White Sox 2 
L.A. Angels 5, Texas 1 
San Francisco 6, Tampa Bay 4 
Cleveland 7, Toronto 2 
N.Y. Yankees 6, Baltimore 4 
Houston 6, Oakland 0 
Arizona 5, Boston 4 
N.Y. Mets 6, Washington 5 
Pittsburgh 6, Cincinnati 5,10 innings 
San Diego 6, St. Louis 4 
Chicago Cubs 14, Milwaukee 8 
Miami 4, Atlanta 2 
L.A. Dodgers 7, Colorado 2 
Sunday's games 
Minnesota at Philadelphia 
N.Y. Yankees at Baltimore 
Kansas City at Detroit 
Toronto at Cleveland 
Oakland at Houston 
Seattle at Chicago White Sox 
Tampa Bay at San Francisco 
Texas at L.A. Angels 
Boston at Arizona 
Washington at N.Y. Mets 
Miami at Atlanta 
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh 
Chicago Cubs at Milwaukee 
San Diego at St. Louis 
L.A. Dodgers at Colorado 
Monday’s games 
Tampa Bay (Snell 1-1) < 

White Sox (Rodon 1-1) 

Oakland (Estrada 0-0) at Baltimore 
(Cashner 1-1) 

N.Y. Yankees (Tanaka 1-0) at Houston 
(Verlander 1-0) 

Seattle (Hernandez 1-0) at Kansas 
City (Bailey 0-0) 

Milwaukee (Chacin 2-0) at L.A. Angels 
(Cahill 0-1) 

Pittsburgh (Taillon 0-1) at Chicago 
Cubs (Lester 1-0) 

Washington (Sanchez 0-0) at Philadel¬ 
phia (Velasquez 0-0) 

L.A. Dodgers (Ryu 2-0) at St. Louis 
(Mikolas 0-1) 

Atlanta (Teheran 0-1) at Colorado 
(Freeland 1-1) 

San Diego (Lauer 1-1) at San Francisco 
(Bumgarner 0-2) 

Saturday 

Astros 6, Athletics 0 

Oakland Houston 

ab r h bi ab r hbl 

Semienss 3 0 0 0 Sprngerdh 4 12 2 

M.Chpmn3b 4 0 0 0 Altuve2b 4 0 0 0 

Pscotty rf 3 0 2 0 Bregman3b4 1 2 0 
K.Davis dh 4 0 10 Brntley If 4 2 2 2 
Pinder2b 4 0 10 Correa ss 4 0 0 0 

Morales lb 3 0 10 Gurriel lb 4 0 3 1 

Canhalf 3 0 10 Reddick rf 4 0 10 
Lureanocf 4 0 0 0 R.Chrnsc 3 111 

Hundley c 4 0 0 0 Mrsnickcf 3 10 0 

Totals 32 0 6 0 Totals 34 611 6 

Oakland 000 000 000-0 

Houston 000 141 00x-6 

DP—Oakland 1, Houston 1. LOB—Oak¬ 
land 9, Houston 6. 2B—Piscotty (3), Gur¬ 
riel 3 (5). HR—Springer (3), Brantley (2), 

R.Chirinos (1). 


Mets 6, Nationals 5 

Washington New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Eaton rf 4 0 2 0 Nimmo If 3 0 0 0 

B.Dzier2b 3 0 0 0 Gsllman p 0 0 0 0 

M.Adams ph 1 0 0 0 J.WIson p 0 0 0 0 

Brrclgh p 0 0 0 0 Gllormess 10 0 0 

J.MIIerp 0 0 0 0 P.AInso lb 4 12 1 

Sipp p 0 0 0 0 Do.Smth lb 0 0 0 0 

Suerop 0 0 0 0 Cano 2b 4 12 1 

Stvnsonph 1 0 0 0 J..Dvis3b 3 2 3 2 

Rendon 3b 4 2 2 1 Ed.Diaz p 0 0 0 0 

Soto If 4 110 W.Ramosc 4 0 0 0 
Zmmrmn lb 3 0 1 1 Cnforto rf 4 2 2 1 

Gomes C 3 0 0 0 A.Rsrioss 3 0 0 0 

Difoss 4 112 Familiap 0 0 0 0 

Corbin p 1 0 0 0 McNI ph-3b 0 0 0 0 

Kndrck ph-2b 1 0 0 0 Broxtn cf-lf 3 0 11 

V.Rbles cf 3 10 0 Matzp 10 0 0 

Lagrs ph-cf 2 0 10 
Totals 32 5 7 4 Totals 32 611 6 
Washington 000 001 130-5 

New York 000 102 03x-6 

DP—Washington 1. LOB—Washington 
7, New York 5. 2B—Rendon (4), P.AIonso 
(5), Conforto (2). HR-Rendon (3), Difo 

(1), P.AIonso (2), Cano (2), J..Davis 2 (2), 
Conforto (1). SB—Lagares (1). CS—Eaton 
(1), McNeil Cl), Broxton (1). S—Corbin (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Washington 

Corbin 6 6 3 3 1 9 

Barraclough 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Miller BS,1 Vi 3 2 2 0 0 

Sipp L,0-1 0 2 110 0 

Suero Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

New York 

Matz 5 2 0 0 4 8 

Gsellman BS,1 1 1110 0 

Wilson H,1 Vi 1 1 0 1 0 

Familia W,2-0 BS,1 VA 3 3 3 1 2 

Diaz S,4-4 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Sipp pitched to 3 batters in the 8th 
HBP-by Sipp (McNeil). WP-Matz. T- 
3:13. A—35,156 (41,922). 

Cubs 14, Brewers 8 

Chicago Milwaukee 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

DscalS 0 2b 4 10 0 Caincf 4 12 2 

Bryant 3b 5 0 0 0 Yelich rf 4 10 0 

R.Rsrio p 0 0 0 0 Braun If 5 113 

Zagunisph 1 0 0 0 Aguilar lb 3 0 0 0 

Cishekp 0 0 0 0 Ta.WIImp 0 0 0 0 

Rizzo lb 5 112 Mstakas ph 1 0 0 0 

J.Baezss 5 2 11 T.Shaw3b 5 0 0 0 

Schwrbr If 3 2 10 H.Perez2b 3 110 

Ryan p 0 0 0 0 Grandal c 3 2 2 0 

Webster p 0 0 0 0 Arciass 4 12 0 

Boteph-3b 1113 Burnesp 10 10 
AlmrJrcf 5 111 Ju.Grrap 0 0 0 0 

Heyward rf 3 3 3 3 J.Brnes p 0 0 0 0 

Cratini c 3 2 3 3 Gamel ph 10 0 0 

Hamels p 2 0 0 1 A.WIson p 0 0 0 0 

Zobrist If 2 110 Thames lb 1 1 1 3 
Totals 391412 14 Totals 35 810 8 
Chicago 020 023 070-14 

Milwaukee 110 000 330-8 

E—Aguilar (1), Grandal (1), Caratini 

(1). LOB-Chicago 8, Milwaukee 6. 2B- 
Rizzo (1), Bote (2), Cain (4), Grandal (1). 
HR—J.Baez (4), Heyward 2 (3), Caratini 
(1), Cain (1), Braun (3), Thames (2). SB- 
Almora Jr. (1), Heyward 2 (2). SF—Hamels 
(1), Cain (1). S—Burnes (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Hame?s°W,l-0 6 6 2 2 0 5 

Ryan Vi 1 2 2 11 

Webster 'A 1 110 0 

Rosario 1 2 3 3 2 1 

Cishek 1 0 0 0 0 0 


Chicago Milwaukee 
Burnes L,0-1 
Guerra 
Barnes 
Wilson 
Williams 


6 7 7 3 6 

0 0 0 2 1 

0 0 0 0 1 

4 6 6 2 1 

2 112 2 
Burnes pitched to 3 batters in the 6th 
WP-Burnes, Rosario. T-3:54. A-42,790 
(41,900). 

Marlins 4, Braves 2 

Miami Atlanta 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grndrsnlf 4 0 10 Incarte cf 3 10 0 

Romop 0 0 0 0 Albies 2b 5 0 10 

Conley p 0 0 0 0 Freeman lb 3 0 2 1 

Bri.And 3b 3 0 0 0 AcnJr.lf 4 0 0 0 

N.WIker lb 4 0 10 Mrkakisrf 5 0 0 0 

S.Cstro2b 4 110 Camargo3b3 10 0 

Alfaro C 4 2 3 3 B.McCnn c 2 0 10 

Riddle ss 4 0 0 0 Flowers c 10 0 0 

Brinson cf 4 0 10 Clbrson ph 10 0 0 

O’Brien rf 3 111 D.Swnsn ss 3 0 11 

Alcntrap 2 0 0 0 K.Wrght p 2 0 0 0 

Gerrero p 0 0 0 0 Joyce ph 10 10 

N.Andrsp 0 0 0 0 Parsons p 0 0 0 0 

Stcknrd p 0 0 0 0 Sobotka p 0 0 0 0 

Prado ph 0 0 0 0 Dnldson ph 1 0 0 0 

R.Hrrra pr-lf 0 0 0 0 Minterp 0 0 0 0 

L.Jcksn p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 32 4 8 4 Totals 34 2 6 2 

Miami 000 020 002-4 

Atlanta 100 100 000-2 

E-Riddle 2 (2). DP-Miami 1, Atlanta 3. 
LOB—Miami 4, Atlanta 14. 2B—Freeman 
(4), Joyce (1). HR—Alfaro 2 (3), O’Brien 
(1). SB-R.Herrera(2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


3 SO 


Brooks L,l-1 5 9 5 5 1 

Petit 1 1110 

Hendriks 1 0 0 0 0 

Buchter 1 1001 

Houston 

Miley W,l-1 5Vi 4 0 0 2 

Harris 'A 0 0 0 0 

James 1 0 0 0 2 

Devenski 1 10 0 0 

Valdez 1 10 0 0 

WP-Miley. T—2:47. A-34,487 (41,11 


Alcantara 4 

Guerrero 10 0 

Anderson 110 

Steckenrider 10 0 

Romo W,1-0 VA 0 0 

ConleyS,1-1 Vi 1 0 

Atlanta 

Wright 6 5 2 

Parsons 110 

Sobotka 1 0 0 

Minter L,0-1 'A 2 2 

Jackson Vi 0 0 

HBP—by Guerrero (Flowers). 
A—35,618 (41,149). 


2 5 0 


Tigers 7, Royals 4 

Kansas City Detroit 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Mrrfeldrf 4 111 J.Hrrsn2b 4 0 0 0 

Mondesi SS 4 0 0 0 Cstllnsrf 5 2 3 1 

A. Grdon If 3 0 10 Mi.Cbrr lb 4 13 1 

Solerdh 4 111 Bckhmpr-lbO 0 0 0 

Schwndl lb 3 0 10 Goodrumdh5 110 
Gorepr 0 10 0 Cndlrio3b 3 10 0 

Dudalb 1 0 0 0 C.Stwrt If 3 12 4 

Owings 2b 4 0 0 0 Mahtookcf 3 0 0 0 

H.Dzier3b 4 112 Greiner c 3 0 0 0 

Mldnadoc 2 0 0 0 Mercer ss 3 110 
O’Hearn ph 10 0 0 

B. Hmltn cf 3 0 10 

Totals 33 4 6 4 Totals 33 710 6 

Kansas City 000 001 300-4 

Detroit 010 010 50x-7 

E—M.Moore (1), Schwindel (1). DP- 
Kansas City 1. LOB—Kansas City 4, De¬ 
troit 9. 2B—Castellanos 2 (3), C.Stewart 

(2) . HR—Merrifield (1), Soler (1), H.Dozier 
(1), C.Stewart (2). SB-Gore (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Kansas City 

Lopez 6 5 2 1 3 3 

McCarthy L,0-1 H,2 'A 3 3 3 0 0 

Peralta BS,1 Vi 1 2 2 10 

Zimmer 1 1 0 0 2 0 

Detroit 

Moore 3 1 0 0 0 3 

Norris 3 3 3 3 1 2 

Alcantara W,2-0 1 11111 

Jimenez H,2 1 1 0 0 0 1 

GreeneS,6-6 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Norris pitched to 2 batters in the 7th 
HBP-by McCarthy (Harrison). T-2:45. 
A—22,111 (41,297). 

Indians 7, Blue Jays 2 

Toronto Cleveland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Galvisss 5 12 1 G.Allen cf 5 110 

T.Hrnan If 5 12 0 J.Rmirz3b 5 2 2 0 

Smoakdh 5 0 10 Luplowrf 4 2 10 

Grichukcf 4 0 11 C.Sntna lb 3 12 1 

Tellez lb 2 0 10 H.Rmirzdh 10 0 1 
Hansn ph-2b 1 0 0 0 Bauers If 4 0 12 

Drury 3b 4 0 0 0 R.Perezc 3 0 0 1 

D.Jnsenc 4 0 10 Moroff2b 4 0 0 0 

McKnney rf 4 0 2 0 Stamets ss 4 1 10 

Grrl Jr 2b-lb 3 0 0 0 

Totals 37 210 2 Totals 33 7 8 5 

Toronto 000 020 000-2 

Cleveland 103 021 00x-7 

E—D. Jansen (1). LOB—Toronto 10, 
Cleveland 8. 2B—Smoak (1), Grichuk (3), 
D.Jansen (1), McKinney (1), G.AIIen (1), 
J.Ramirez (2), Stamets (1). HR—Galvis 

(3) . SB—J.Ramirez 2 (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Toronto 

Pannone L,0-2 VA 5 4 4 2 6 

Luciano VA 2 2 2 2 2 

Gaviglio VA 1 10 2 2 

Mayza 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Guerra 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Cleveland 

Carrasco W,1-1 5 6 2 2 1 12 

Otero l’A 2 0 0 0 0 

Olson 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Cimber Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

Edwards 1 2 0 0 0 1 

HBP-by Carrasco (Gurriel Jr.). WP— 
Luciano. T-3:20. A-18,429 (35,225). 

Angels 5, Rangers 1 

Texas Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

DShelds Cf 4 0 0 0 Fltcher3b 5 13 0 

Choodh 3 0 2 0 Trout cf 2 114 

Andrus ss 4 0 0 0 Simmons ss 5 0 10 

Pence If 4 0 10 Pujols lb 4 111 
Mazararf 4 0 0 0 Lucroydh 4 0 0 0 

Odor 2b 4 0 0 0 K.CIhun rf 3 0 0 0 

Frsythe3b-lb3 110 Goodwin rf 10 10 
Guzman lb 10 10 K.Smithc 3 0 10 
A.Cbrra pr-3b2 0 0 0 Bourjos If 3 110 

Knr-Flf c 2 0 11 LStlla2b 3 110 

Totals 31 1 6 1 Totals 33 5 10 5 

Texas 000 010 000-1 

Los Angeles 000 400 10x-5 

E—Forsythe (2). DP—Texas 1, Los An¬ 
geles 1. LOB—Texas 6, Los Angeles 11. 
2B—Choo (3), Forsythe (1), Guzman (4), 
Fletcher (1), Goodwin (3). HR-Trout (4), 
Pujols (1). SB—Fletcher (1), Simmons (1). 
S—Kiner-Falefa (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Texas 

Smyly L,0-1 3'A 6 4 4 3 4 

Chavez Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Sampson VA 4 112 2 

Gomez 'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Los Angeles 

Skaggs W,1-1 &A 5 1115 

Garcia H,1 Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

Robles 1 1 0 0 0 3 

Bard 1 0 0 0 0 3 

HBP-by Smyly (Trout), by Garcia (For¬ 
sythe), by Sampson (Smith). WP—Smyly, 
Sampson. T-3:22. A-31,747 (45,050). 

Yankees 6, Orioles 4 

New York Baltimore 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Gardner cf 5 110 Villar 2b 5 110 

Judge rf 5 2 2 3 Rickard rf 2 0 0 0 

Voitdh 4 0 10 C.Dvis ph-lb 2 0 0 1 

G.Bird lb 4 0 10 Mncinilb-rf5 12 1 

G.Sanchc 3 0 0 0 R.Nunezdh 2 0 11 

Torres SS 2 110 R.Ruizph-dhO 0 0 1 
LMhieu3b-2b4 1 3 0 Sucre ph-dh 1 0 1 0 
Tuchman If 2 0 10 SmthJrlf 5 0 10 

C. Frzer ph-lf 2 113 Alberto 3b 4 0 10 

Wade 2b 2 0 0 0 P.Svrnoc 4 0 0 0 

Urshla ph-3b 2 0 0 0 Ri.Mrtnss 4 0 0 0 

Mullins Cf 2 2 10 

Totals 35 611 6 Totals 36 4 8 4 

New York 102 000 030-6 

Baltimore 100 010 200-4 

E—J.Happ (1), LeMahieu (2). DP-Bal- 

timore 2. LOB-New York 6, Baltimore 11. 

2B—Gardner (1), Tauchman (2), Mancini (2), 
Alberto (1). HR-Judge 2 (2), C.Frazier (1), 
Mancini (4). SB-Villar (2). SF-R.Ruiz (1). 


IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Happ 4’/ 3 5 2 2 2 5 

Holder VA 2 2 2 0 1 

Ottavino W,l-0 BS,1 VA 0 0 0 1 1 

Green H,2 A 0 0 0 0 0 

Chapman S,2-2 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Baltimore 

Bundy VA 6 3 3 2 2 

Means 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Karns 'A 3 0 0 0 0 

Fry 2'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Castro L,0-1 BS,1 VA 2 3 3 1 2 

Karns pitched to 3 batters in the 6th 
Holder pitched to 2 batters in the 7th 
HBP-by Karns (Sanchez), by Holder 
(Mullins), by Green (Mullins). T-3:42. 
A—27,504 (45,971). 

Giants 6, Rays 4 

Tampa Bay San Francisco 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Meadows rf 5 0 10 Duggarrf 3 113 

Pham If 3 10 1 Belt lb 4 12 3 

Choi lb 4 0 2 2 Lngoria3b 4 0 0 0 

Lowe 2b 2 0 10 Posey c 3 0 0 0 

Av.Grci ph 1 0 0 0 B.Crwfrss 4 0 2 0 

Yrbrugh p 0 0 0 0 Parra If 4 0 10 

Heredia ph 1 0 0 0 Pillar cf 4 110 

Roep 0 0 0 0 Panik2b 2 2 0 0 

Y.Diaz 3b 4 0 0 0 Smrdzjap 0 0 0 0 

Krmaiercf 3 110 Bergen p 0 0 0 0 
Da.Rbrss-2b 4 110 Joeph 1110 
Zuninoc 4 0 11 S.Dyson p 0 0 0 0 
Stanek p 0 0 0 0 Sndoval ph 1 0 0 0 

Arroyo ph 1 0 0 0 Watson p 0 0 0 0 

Beeksp 0 0 0 0 Morontap 0 0 0 0 

Adames ph-ss3 12 0 W.Smith p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 35 4 9 4 Totals 30 6 8 6 

Tampa Bay 100 021 000-4 

San Francisco 002 040 OOx—6 

E—Zunino (1). LOB—Tampa Bay 7, San 
Francisco 5.2B-Choi (2), Duggar (4). HR- 
Belt (3). SB-Kiermaier (2), Pillar (1). SF- 
Pham (l), Duggar (1). S—Samardzija (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Tampa Bay 

Stanek 2 0 0 0 0 2 

Beeks 2 3 2 2 1 0 

Yarbrough L,l-1 3 4 4 4 1 2 

Roe 110010 

San Francisco 

Samardzija 4Vi 6 3 3 1 4 

Bergen W,l-0 A 0 0 0 0 0 

Dyson H,2 12 110 0 

Watson H,3 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Moronta H,2 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Smith S.3-3 1 1 0 0 0 0 

T—2:51. A—31,828 (41,915). 

Mariners 9, White Sox 2 

Seattle Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

M.Smith cf 3 10 0 L.Grciacf 5 0 10 

Hanigerrf 5 12 1 Moncada3b5 0 0 0 

Do.Sntn If 5 0 11 J.Abreu lb 4 111 

Bruce lb 5 2 2 2 Y.AInsodh 4 0 0 0 

Encrnco dh 4 2 10 El.Jmen If 4 0 3 0 

T.Bckhm ss 5 2 4 3 Palkarf 3 0 0 0 

Healy 3b 3 0 12 Cordll ph-rf 1 0 0 0 

T.Mrphyc 4 12 0 Ti.Andrss 4 13 1 

D.Moore 2b 4 0 10 J.McCnn c 4 0 2 0 

Y.Sanch 2b 3 0 0 0 

Totals 38 914 9 Totals 37 2 10 2 

Seattle 001 331 001-9 

Chicago 000 100 100-2 

E-LGarcia (1). DP-Chicago 1. LOB- 
Seattle 9, Chicago 9. 2B—Haniger (5), 
T.Beckham (5), Healy (7), J.McCann (2). 
HR-Bruce 2 (5), T.Beckham (4), J.Abreu 
(3), Ti.Anderson (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Seattle 

Leake W,2-0 6'A 9 2 2 0 6 

Brennan % 0 0 0 0 2 

Elias 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Sadzeck 1 10011 

Chicago 

Giolito L,l-1 4'A 6 5 5 4 4 

Frare 'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Ruiz 'A 3 3 3 0 1 

Jones 1 10002 

Banuelos 3 4 112 3 

J.Ruiz pitched to 2 batters in the 6th 
HBP-by Ruiz (Moore). T-3:31. A-31,286 
(40,615). 

Padres 6, Cardinals 4 

San Diego St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Kinsler 2b 3 10 0 M.Crpnt3b 3 110 

Hosmer lb 4 2 11 Gldschm lb 5 0 0 0 

Machado 3b 4 1 2 2 DeJong ss 5 0 10 

Renfroe rf 3 0 2 1 Ozuna If 3 112 

F.Crdrocf 1 0 0 0 Gantp 0 0 0 0 

Margt ph-cf 3 0 10 J.Mrtinph 10 0 0 

Myers If 5 0 10 A.MIIerp 0 0 0 0 

TtsJr.ss 3 110 Mayers p 0 0 0 0 

Hedges c 5 112 Gyorkoph 10 0 0 

Paddack p 2 0 0 0 Molina c 5 12 0 

Stock p 0 0 0 0 De.Fwirrf 4 12 0 

F.Reyesph 0 0 0 0 Wong 2b 2 0 11 

Wislerp 0 0 0 0 Bader cf 10 0 0 

F. Mejiaph 1 0 0 0 Wachap 2 0 0 0 

Stammen p 0 0 0 0 O’Neill If 2 0 11 

G. Grciaph 10 0 0 

Yates p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 35 6 9 6 Totals 34 4 9 4 
San Diego 100 000 140-6 

St. Louis 010 020 010-4 

E—Goldschmidt (2), Kinsler (1). DP-St. 
Louis 1. LOB-San Diego 12, St. Louis 11. 
2B—Renfroe 2 (2), Tatis Jr. (2), De.Fowler 

(1) , Wong (2). HR-Hosmer (1), Machado 

(2) , Hedges (1), Ozuna (1). SB-Kinsler (1), 
Machado (1). SF-Wong (1). S-Bader (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Diego 

Paddack VA 1 1044 

Stock VA 2 2 2 1 2 

Wisler W,l-0 2 2 0 0 1 1 

Stammen H,5 1 3 110 2 

Yates S,5-5 1 1 0 0 0 1 

St. Louis 

Wacha VA 3 118 7 

Gant H,1 l'A 2 110 1 

Miller L.0-1 BS,1 Vi 2 4 2 2 0 

Mayers VA 2 0 0 0 0 

T—3:37. A—44,492 (45,538). 


Dodgers 7, Rockies 2 

Los Angeles Colorado 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Pderson If 4 0 0 0 Blckmon rf 3 0 0 0 

K.Jnsen p 1 0 0 0 Story ss 3 0 0 0 

Seagerss 5 0 10 Arenado3b 4 0 0 0 

J. Trner3b 4 2 3 0 Dahl If 4 13 2 

Bllnger lb-rf 4 2 2 1 Desmond cf 4 0 0 0 

Pollock cf 3 0 12 Rynolds lb 3 0 10 
Muncy 2b-lb 2 1 1 1 Valaika2b 3 0 0 0 

Verdugo rf-lf 4 2 2 2 Tapia ph 10 0 0 

A.Brnes c 2 0 11 Woltersc 3 0 0 0 

Buehlerp 1 0 0 0 J.Grayp 2 0 10 

P.Baezp 0 0 0 0 D.Jhnsnp 0 0 0 0 

C.Tylorph 1 0 0 0 Dunnp 0 0 0 0 

Y.Grcia p 0000 Ohp 0000 
Frguson p 0 0 0 0 Fuentes ph 1 1 1 0 

Florop 0 0 0 0 Msgravep 0 0 0 0 

K. Hrnan2b 0 0 0 0 Hampson phi 0 0 0 

Totals 31 711 7 Totals 32 2 6 2 
Los Angeles 000 202 102-7 

Colorado 000 100 010-2 

DP—Los Angeles 1, Colorado 2. LOB— 
Los Angeles 5, Colorado 7. 2B—Bellinger 
(1), Reynolds (1). 3B-Bellinger (1), Ver¬ 
dugo (1). HR-Verdugo (2), Dahl (2). CS- 
Pollock (1). SF—Pollock (1), Muncy (2), 
A.Barnes (1). S-Buehler (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Buehler W,l-0 5 3 1 1 2 4 

Baez H,2 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Garcia 1 1110 0 

Ferguson 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Floro H,1 % 1 0 0 0 0 

Jansen S,4-4 l'A 1 0 0 0 2 

Colorado 

Gray L,0-2 6 8 5 5 2 4 

Johnson Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Dunn 'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Oh 110001 

Musgrave 1 2 2 2 1 3 

J.Gray pitched to 1 batter in the 7th 

Y.Garcia pitched to 1 batter in the 8th 

Ferguson pitched to 1 batter in the 8th 
HBP-by Gray (Turner). WP—Musgrave. 
T—3:19. A—47,880 (50,398). 

Diamondbacks 5, Red Sox 4 

Boston Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Bnntndi If 3 0 2 1 A.Jones rf 4 0 2 1 

Workman p 0 0 0 0 K.Mrte Cf-2b 4 0 10 

Brasierp 0 0 0 0 Flores 2b-lb 3 0 0 0 

Lin ph 1 0 0 0 D.Prlta If 4 110 

Brewer p 0 0 0 0 C.WIkerlb 3 0 0 0 

Betts rf 4 0 0 1 Hiranop 0 0 0 0 

Pearce lb 3 0 0 0 Chafin p 0 0 0 0 

Mrelnd ph-lb 0 0 0 0 A.Brdlyp 0 0 0 0 

Bgaerts SS 3 10 0 G.HIInd p 0 0 0 0 

Devers3b 3 110 A.Avilaph 10 0 0 

E.Nunez2b 3 0 11 E.Escbr3b 4 13 0 

BrdlyJcf 3 10 0 Ahmed SS 4 2 2 1 

C.Vazqz c 3 10 0 C.Kellyc 4 12 3 

Price p 2 0 11 Weaver p 10 0 0 

Mrtnez ph-lf 2 0 10 I.Vrgas ph 10 0 0 

Y.Lopez p 0 0 0 0 

J.Dyson cf 10 0 0 

Totals 30 4 6 4 Totals 34 5 11 5 

Boston 030 000 100-4 

Arizona 040 000 001-5 

DP—Boston 1, Arizona 1. LOB—Bos¬ 
ton 7, Arizona 4. 2B—Benintendi (2), 
E.Escobar (2), C.Kelly (2). SF-Betts (1). 
S—E.Nunez (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Boston 

Price 6 7 4 4 1 4 

Workman 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Brasier 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Brewer L,0-1 Vi 3 110 1 

Arizona 

Weaver 5 5 3 3 2 4 

Lopez H,2 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Hirano H,1 'A 11111 

Chafin 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Bradley BS,1 lVi 0 0 0 2 1 

Holland W,l-0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Chafin pitched to 1 batter in the 7th 
T—3:19. A—35,969 (48,519). 

Twins 6, Phillies 2 

Minnesota Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Kepler rf 5 12 1 McCtchn If 3 0 10 

Astdlloc 4 111 Segura ss 4 110 

J.PInco SS 5 0 10 B.Hrperrf 4 0 2 0 

C.Cron lb 3 0 10 Hoskins lb 2 1 1 1 

Cave If 4 0 0 0 O.Hrrracf 3 0 11 

T.Rgers p 0 0 0 0 C.Hrnan 2b 4 0 0 0 

Parker p 0 0 0 0 Knapp c 2 0 10 

Schoop2b 2 10 0 Ralmuto ph-c20 0 0 
Adranza3b 3 10 0 Franco 3b 4 0 0 0 

Buxton cf 3 110 Arrietap 2 0 0 0 

Pineda p 2 0 0 0 N.WIImsph 10 0 0 

A.Mejia p 0 0 0 0 Neshekp 0 0 0 0 

Garverph 1 0 0 0 Dmingezp 0 0 0 0 

Hldnbrg p 0 0 0 0 J.AIvrz p 0 0 0 0 

E.Rsrio If 1113 Altherr ph 10 0 0 
Totals 33 6 7 5 Totals 32 2 7 2 

Minnesota 003 000 003—6 

Philadelphia 000 101 000-2 

E—Segura (2). DP—Minnesota 1, Phil¬ 
adelphia 2. LOB—Minnesota 6, Philadel¬ 
phia 7. 2B—McCutchen (2), B.Harper (3). 
HR—Kepler (2), Astudillo (1), E.Rosario 
(1), Hoskins (2). SB-Buxton (2). SF- 

O.Herrera (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Minnesota 

Pineda W,1-0 5 4 2 2 1 5 

Mejia H,1 1 10 0 10 

Hildenberger H,1 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Rogers H,1 1 2 0 0 1 0 

Parker 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Philadelphia 

Arrieta L,l-1 7 5 3 3 3 1 

Neshek 1 10000 

Dominguez 'A 1 3 3 10 

Alvarez % 0 0 0 1 0 

Pineda pitched to 1 batter in the 6th 
HBP-by Dominguez (Adrianza). WP—Ar¬ 
rieta 2. T—2:50. A-44,693 (43,647). 


SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE 28 
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Sabres, Panthers 
fire head coaches 


Associated Press 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — A dreadful 
second-half free-fall led the Buf¬ 
falo Sabres with little choice but 
to fire coach Phil Housley after 
his second year on the job. 

The team made the move Sun¬ 
day, a day after the Sabres closed 
their season with a 7-1 victory at 
Detroit. 

Buffalo finished 13th in the 
Eastern Conference standings 
and joined the 2016-17 Philadel¬ 
phia Flyers in becoming the sec¬ 
ond of 50 NHL teams to miss the 
playoffs in the same season they 
won at least 10 straight games. 

The Sabres collapsed down the 
stretch by going 16-33-8 after a 
franchise-record-matching 10- 
game winning streak that ended 
in late November. 

The 55-year-old Housley is a 
Hall of Fame defenseman who 
spent his first eight NHL seasons 
playing in Buffalo but failed to re¬ 
store any semblance of success to 
a franchise that hasn’t won a play¬ 
off round since reaching the East 
finals in 2007. 

Buffalo extended its playoff 
drought to eight seasons, which 
now stands as the NHL’s longest 
active streak after Carolina qual¬ 
ified for the postseason this year. 

Overall, Housley finished with 
a 58-84-22 record in Buffalo. 

He remained upbeat through 
the final week of the season and 
told reporters Saturday he ex¬ 
pected to return next season. 

The Sabres’ victory at Detroit 
ended a 0-12-2 road skid, which 
matched the second-longest in 
franchise history. Before winning 
its final two games, Buffalo went 
nearly four months without win¬ 
ning two straight. 

But Housley’s fate was essen¬ 
tially sealed during a 0-6-1 skid 
in early March during which 
Buffalo was shut out in three con¬ 
secutive games. 

Panthers fire Boughner 
after two seasons 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Bob Bough¬ 
ner has become the latest coach 
to pay for Florida’s almost-annual 
inability to reach the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

The Panthers fired Boughner 
on Sunday, ending his two-year 
tenure with the team with one 
year remaining on his contract. 
The Panthers didn’t make the 
postseason in either of those years 
and now has missed the playoffs 
16 times in the last 18 seasons. 

In Boughner’s first stint as an 
NHL head coach, Florida won 80 
of its 164 games with him on the 
bench. Assistant coach Paul Mc- 
Farlane also was fired. 

“We made a tough decision,” 
Panthers general manager Dale 
Tallon said. 

Florida was ninth in goals per 
game this season, had the league’s 


second-best power play unit and 
was 10th in penalty killing. But 
the Panthers were horrible on de¬ 
fense and were one of the worst 
teams in the league in one-goal 
games. 

“We didn’t meet expectations 
this season and share responsi¬ 
bility for that fact,” Tallon said. 
“After careful evaluation, we 
have determined that this is a 
necessary first step for our young 
team and we will seek to identify 
a transformative, experienced 
head coach with Stanley Cup 
pedigree to lead our team going 
forward.” 

The Panthers just completed 
their 25th season, and their next 
coach — assuming it isn’t one of 
the former coaches — will be the 
16th to lead the franchise. Of the 
15 coaches, Boughner included, 
14 never won a playoff series, 12 
never won a playoff game and 11 
never even got to the postseason 
with Florida. 

The Panthers haven’t won a 
playoff series since 1996. None of 
the last 13 coaches could change 
that. Tallon will hold a news con¬ 
ference Monday to discuss what 
comes next. 

Kim's Valero lead 
down to one shot 

SAN ANTONIO — Si Woo Kim 
narrowly missed a second hole- 
in-one on consecutive days and 
saw his four-shot lead trimmed to 
one over Monday qualifier Corey 
Conners after Saturday’s third 
round of the Valero Texas Open. 

Kim aced the 16th hole at the 
TPC San Antonio on Friday, and 
he missed it by inches on the way 
to a third round 3-under 69. He 
was at 15 under, and Connors, 
trying to become the first Mon¬ 
day qualifier to win on the PGA 
Tour since 2010, was a stroke 
back after shooting a 6-under 66. 

Charley Hoffman, the 2016 
Texas Open winner, moved up 
the leaderboard with a birdie- 
birdie-eagle finish and the week’s 
best round of 64. He was two back 
of Kim at 13-under. 

Scott Brown turned in a sec¬ 
ond straight 67, and Jhonattan 
Vegas also shot 67. Both were at 
11 under with Kyoung-Hoon Lee 
(69) and four strokes back. 

Rickie Fowler and Jordan 
Spieth started the day tied for 
second, four shots back. Both fin¬ 
ished eight shots out of the lead 
after ballooning to rounds of 1- 
over 73. 

Kim flirted with the 16th hole 
on the second bounce on Satur¬ 
day. This time, the ball rolled 
past the hole to inside four feet 
for what looked like an easy 
birdie. He missed, Conners made 
his from inches shorter and they 
shared the lead again. 
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Texas Tech forward Tariq Owens, top, fights for a loose ball with Michigan State forward Nick Ward. 
Texas Tech and Virginia have two of the top three defenses in the country. 


The championship: How low will teams go? 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Michigan State 61-51, buoyed by 
22 points from Matt Mooney and 
bolstered by coach Chris Beard’s 
smothering defensive approach. 

“I have a lot of respect for Vir¬ 
ginia,” Beard said. “I watch them 
on TV all the time, and we study 
the things they do defensively.” 

The Red Raiders are now Ph.D. 
level defenders, too. 

No matter the number of shots 
made, the trophy will be lifted and 
the confetti will be dropped either 
way at U.S. Bank Stadium, where 
72,711 fans packed the 3-year-old 
football facility for the semifinal 
games. The last time the national 
title was awarded in Minneapolis 
was in 2001, when Duke beat Ari¬ 
zona at the Metrodome. 

“Hopefully we won’t have to 
have a close game like that on 
Monday, but if we do, we have ex¬ 
perienced it and I feel like we’re 
going to be ready,” Virginia’s 
De’Andre Hunter said. 

The last big-time sporting event 
held in this building was the Super 
Bowl just 14 months ago when the 
Philadelphia Eagles beat the New 
England Patriots 41-33 in the 
second-highest-scoring NFL title 
game in league history. 

The chance of Virginia and 
Texas Tech establishing a simi¬ 
lar feat will be slim at best, con¬ 
sidering the record for combined 
points in an NCAA champion¬ 
ship game is 182, when Kentucky 
beat Duke 94-88 in 1978. The 
Cavaliers (55.5) and Red Raid¬ 
ers (58.8) enter the championship 
ranked first and third, respec¬ 
tively, in the country in average 
points allowed per game. 

To no surprise, gamblers seized 
on the under. 

The projected scoring total for 
this NCAA final opened at 121 
and bettors quickly drove it down 
to 117 V 2 within an hour. Virginia 
opened as a 2-point favorite, and 
early action tightened the spread 
to 1 over Texas Tech. 

“We just want to continue to 
be the underdog,” Red Raiders 
backup guard Brandone Francis 
said. 

Virginia has been a fixture 
in the top 10 of basketball data 


expert Ken Pomeroy’s defen¬ 
sive efficiency rankings since 
the team’s breakout 2014 season 
under coach Tony Bennett. The 
Cavaliers entered the weekend 
fifth nationally with 88.7 points 
per 100 possessions, a metric fac¬ 
toring out their slower offensive 
pace and offering a sharper mea¬ 
sure of performance than scoring 
averages depressed by low-pos¬ 
session games. 

Texas Tech has made a rapid 
rise in three seasons under 
Beard, entering the Final Four 
with the best defensive efficiency 
rating (84.0) ever recorded in the 
KenPom ratings that date back to 
the 2002 season. 

Virginia, the No. 1 seed from 
the South Region, gives the At¬ 
lantic Coast Conference a rep¬ 
resentative in the championship 
game for the fourth time in five 
years. 

Even with this six-year run as 
one of the best teams in the coun¬ 
try, the Cavaliers don’t have that 
Duke-North Carolina cachet. 
They’re best remembered for los¬ 
ing to UMBC last season, the only 
No. 1 seed to ever be beaten by a 
No. 16 seed. They’re also the pro¬ 
gram guilty of one of the biggest 
regular season upsets in history, 
when the Cavs lost to tiny Chami- 
nade in 1982 as the No. 1 team in 
the Associated Press poll with 
all-time great Ralph Sampson in 
the paint. 

Bennett beamed next to guards 
Kyle Guy and Ty Jerome at the 
podium afterward, recalling the 
pain of one year ago. 

“Now to sit with them here 
brings great joy to my heart, it re¬ 
ally does, because it’s good. That’s 
all I can say, and I’m so thankful,” 
Bennett said. 

Texas Tech, the No. 3 seed in 
the West Region, has even less of 
a hoops history. 

“Why not us? We’ve got good 
players. We’ve got a great univer¬ 
sity. We play in arguably the best 
league in the country,” Beard 
said, making the argument that, 
of course, coaches from three or 
four other conferences would. 
“We won the Big 12 regular sea¬ 
son title. We’re a good team.” 



Texas Tech (31-6) 
vs. Virginia (34-3) 

AFN-Sports 
3 a.m. Tuesday CET 
10 a.m. Tuesday JKT 


NCAA Championship 
At U.S. Bank Stadium, 
Minneapolis 

BOTTOM LINE: Texas Tech is 
taking on Virginia in a NCAA National 
Championship game. Virginia earned 
a 63-62 win over Auburn in its most 
recent game, while Texas Tech won 
61-51 against Michigan State in its 
last outing. 

SQUAD LEADERSHIP: Jarrett 
Culver is averaging 18.6 points and 
6.3 rebounds to lead the charge for 
the Red Raiders. Matt Mooney is also 
a primary contributor, maintaining an 
average of 11.3 points per game. The 
Cavaliers have been led by Ty Jerome, 
who is averaging 13.5 points, 4.2 
rebounds and 5.4 assists. 

FACILITATING THE OFFENSE: 
Jerome has either made or assisted 
on 54 percent of all Virginia field goals 
over the last three games. Jerome has 
accounted for 20 field goals and 19 
assists in those games. 

PERFECT WHEN: Virginia is a 
perfect 32-0 when its defense holds 
opponents to a field goal percentage of 
49.1 percent or less. The Cavaliers are 
2-3 when they let opponents to shoot 
any better than that. 

PASSING FOR POINTS: The Cavs 
have recently created buckets via as¬ 
sists more often than the Red Raiders. 
Virginia has an assist on 43 of 72 field 
goals (59.7 percent) over its previous 
three games while Texas Tech has 
assists on 31 of 71 field goals (43.7 
percent) during its past three games. 

DID YOU KNOW: The Texas Tech 
defense has allowed only 58.8 points 
per game to opponents, which is the 
third-lowest figure in the country. The 
Virginia offense has averaged just 71.1 
points through 37 games (ranked 
202nd among Division I teams). 
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Virginia’s Kyle Guy takes a shot as Auburn’s Samir Doughty was called for foul, leading Guy to the line 
for the game-winning three free throws in a 63-62 Virginia win Saturday in Minneapolis. 


Virginia stuns Auburn on Guy’s 
3 free throws after disputed foul 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Hard to call Virginia basket¬ 
ball boring after the last two games. And the Cava¬ 
liers have pretty much put the choker label to rest, 
too. 

From one-and-done to NCAA Tournament mira¬ 
cle men, Virginia will play for the national title for 
the first time after pulling off another last-second 
stunner. Kyle Guy made three free throws with 0.6 
seconds left, steadily swishing each one as debate 
immediately started over the sequence that sent 
him to the line, and Virginia beat Auburn 63-62 Sat¬ 
urday in the Final Four. 

A year after becoming the first No. 1 seed to lose 
to a No. 16, these top-seeded Cavaliers now look like 
destiny’s team. 

“It’s a great story,” Virginia coach Tony Bennett 
said. “It is.” 

The Cavaliers (34-3) will face Texas Tech on 
Monday night as the slight favorite to win the 
tournament. 

Fifth-seeded Auburn (30-10) had erased a 10-point 
deficit in the final five minutes and taken a 4-point 
lead. Heartbreak was again at hand for Virginia. 

The Tigers led 61-60 after Guy made an off-bal¬ 
ance three-pointer with 7.6 seconds left. The shot 
snapped a drought of more than five minutes by the 
Cavaliers, who then immediately sent Jared Harper 
to the line. 

Harper made one and Auburn, with fouls to give, 
did so twice. On one of them, it looked as if Ty Jerome 
might have double-dribbled into a decisive turnover. 


I just literally told myself that 
we dream of these moments, 
and to be able to make one 
happen was special. * 

Kyle Guy 

Virginia guard, on making the game-winning free throws 


Jerome also might have been fouled before the mis¬ 
handle. But there was no whistle for either. 

“We knew there was a disruption,” Auburn coach 
Bruce Pearl said. 

With 1.5 seconds left and in need of some magic, 
Virginia got the ball to Guy in the corner. He turned 
and fired and Samir Doughty, hands straight up in 
the air, bumped into Guy’s hip. The shot was short, 
bouncing off the rim. Game over? Auburn started to 
celebrate and the PA announcer in U.S. Bank Sta¬ 
dium even announced the Tigers had won. 

Guy pulled his jersey over his face. But not in 
angst. He said he exactly knew why official James 
Breeding had blown his whistle. 

“I heard him call it right away,” Guy said. “That 
was me focusing.” 

Guy swished the first two free throws to tie it and 
Auburn called a timeout to ice him. Didn’t work. He 
hit one more for the lead. 

“I just literally told myself that we dream of these 
moments, and to be able to make one happen was 
special,” Guy said. 


On the Mooney 

Guard scores 22 points to lead 
Texas Tech past Michigan State 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — For those 
who thought Texas Tech only 
plays defense, it’s time to meet 
Matt Mooney. 

While the Red Raiders were 
locking down Michigan State on 
one end, the graduate transfer 
shooting guard was raining in 3s 
on the other, lifting Tech one win 
away from a title Saturday night 
with a 61-51 victory over the 
Spartans in the Final Four. 

Mooney matched his season- 
high with 22 points, including 
three three-pointers over the span 
of 3 minutes to give Texas Tech a 
13-point lead midway through the 
second half. 

With the kind of ‘D’ Texas Tech 
plays, it was too much to over¬ 
come, and now the Red Raiders 
are getting ready for another de¬ 
fensive battle, in a Monday final 
against Virginia, and its vaunted 
pack line defense. 

Texas Tech wins by doing just 
enough on the offensive end. On 
this night, Mooney did the major 
damage. 

“He’s obviously very, very 
talented, but the thing that im¬ 
pressed me tonight was just his 
courage, wanting to make those 
big plays in big moment,” Texas 
Tech coach Chris Beard said. 

Mooney’s first two shots in the 
stretch capped a 5-for-5 hot streak 
by Texas Tech (31-6) that stood as 
the game’s only true blast of of¬ 
fense. His third trey gave Texas 
Tech a 48-35 lead with 9:38 left. 

Michigan State (32-7) leaves 
coach Tom Izzo’s eighth Final 
Four with its seventh loss — the 
2000 title is still the only time the 
Spartans have taken it all the way 
under their veteran coach. 

But they did not go away easily. 

After Mooney put them down 
by a baker’s dozen, the Spartans 
trimmed it to 3. Matt McQuaid 
had a wide-open look from the 
corner — one of the very few on 
this night — that would’ve tied it 
with 1:50 left, but the ball rimmed 
out and the Red Raiders pulled 
away. 

Jarrett Culver (10 points, five 
boards) finished it off. He made 
one free throw on the next trip 
down, then Norense Odiase 
swiped the ball from MSU’s 
Xavier Tillman — one of Tech’s 
four steals on the night — and 
the Red Raiders worked the ball 
to Culver, who made his only 3 to 
push the lead to 58-51 and start 
the celebration. 

Culver shot 0-for-6 in the first 
half, and scored six of his 10 
points over the last 2:30. 

“When you’ve got a whole team 
that trusts you on the court, you 
keep shooting with confidence,” 
he said. 

Meanwhile, a defense that led 
the nation in efficiency and held 
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Texas Tech guard Matt Mooney 
shoots over Michigan State 
forward Aaron Henry, right. 
Mooney led Tech with 22 points 
in a 61-51 win Saturday in an 
NCAA semifinal. 

teams to under 37% shooting this 
season — second best in the coun¬ 
ty — held Michigan State to 31.9% 
from the floor. 

Most tellingly, it stymied Big 
Ten player of the year Cassius 
Winston. Yes, Winston led the 
Spartans with 16 points, but it 
came on 4-for-16 shooting, and he 
was held scoreless in second half 
for more than 10 minutes — not 
perking up until after Mooney 
had given the Red Raiders their 
big cushion. 

Mooney is the fifth-year se¬ 
nior who made his way to Texas 
Tech after graduating from South 
Dakota — the school he trans¬ 
ferred to after a rough year at Air 
Force. 

Most all these Red Raiders 
have a story like that. 

Beard is on his 12th stop in a 
travelogue of a career — and he’s 
been recruiting grinders like him 
to help him take this most-unex¬ 
pected ride. 

Culver wasn’t in the top 300 
among high school recruits, and 
chose his hometown college over 
a few other places. He kept bat¬ 
tling despite the rough start, and 
Texas Tech overcame his cold 
first half to head to the locker 
room leading by the not-so-scin- 
tillating score of 23-21. It was the 
lowest scoring first half at the 
Final Four since the Spartans 
took a 19-17 lead over Wisconsin 
in a 2000 slugfest. 

“We threw a lot of punches to¬ 
night,” Beard said. “We tried a lot 
of things on defense, and fortu¬ 
nately most of them worked.” 
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Defending champion Boston looking 
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Getting defensive 

Gritty Virginia, Texas Tech grind way into title game 


By Dave Campbell 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS 

S lap the floor, bend those knees 
and get both hands up. 

This national championship 
game is going to be a clinic on 
defense. 

Virginia and Texas Tech are the last 
two teams alive in the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment, and they’re here because they 
barely let their opponents breathe with 
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The Cavaliers (55.5) 
and Red Raiders (58.8) 
enter the championship 
ranked first and third, 
respectively, in the 
country in average points 
allowed per game. 


Two of the three best defenses in the 
nation will meet for the title on Monday 
night, the first appearance in the final 
for each program. So after surviving a 
low-scoring semifinal on Saturday, here 
come the Cavaliers and the Red Raid¬ 
ers for another clash of the paint packers 
and ball hawkers. 

Virginia stunned Auburn 63-62 , when 
Kyle Guy sank three free throws with 
0.6 seconds left after a late foul call. 
Then Texas Tech grinded past 



Kadena tops Kubasaki for track titles » High School, Page 25 













